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Ray Bradbury — distinguished American writer. ,451° Fahrenheit“ — a popular prose
text. The novel was published in 1953, and later translated into Georgian by Andukafar
Cheishvili. A high-quality translation conveys well the main conceptual messages of the
American writer. Let us consider now the meaning of individual words: Fireman, Wife,
Child... ,Fahrenheit 451° is a multi-dimensional novel and it is possible to talk about its
many different features. One thing is this — words have lost their original meaning and
function, but in the finale, the possibility of their ,,restoration” slowly emerges. In the
end, the prose text shows hope: it was not solely the fire-setter that has changed, but also
those intelligent people have survived who are capable of changing — transforming this

world. ,Tomorrow” does exist!

Keywords: Ray Bradbury, Words That Have Lost Their Meaning, ,,Fahrenheit 451°¢
fireman, Wife, Child, Konstantine Gamsakhurdia.

Ray Bradbury — distinguished American writer.

»451° Fahrenheit“ — a popular prose text.

Time — in the process of creating his work, the author chooses the desired
action-timeframe or so-called plot time. The plot time is certainly understood
to bear no indication that equates it with the current times. There is also some
‘lost’ time in which the narrator wants to display their ,presence: sometimes
as an involved person and at other times enjoying being an evaluative observer.
Not only the two epochs separated from each other are united here, but both the
past and the eternal — are unfolded in the present, that is, in the calendar time in
which the writer exists (or wants to exist). But to what extent is this time real?
This may be explained either by a commentary, or by artistic perspective.

Any person lives in a certain, or more precisely, specific time. The ingenious
Georgian word: ,tsutisopheli“ (minute-world) emotionally expresses the time
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of this being ,here“ and at the same time, the ,short-life” of happiness. On
tombstones — there usually are two dates, of birth and of death.

On Ray Bradbury’s tombstone it is engraved: ,,1920 — Author of Fahrenheit
415%; that is, only the first year — that of birth, is indicated. What does this
mean?! Well, from what comes second — the writer moves into eternity with his
book, he confronts any specific time! And metaphorically: when this book will
not be anymore ,needed” and ,interesting“, then death will arrive; The second
date (the standard one) will also be written then. While for now, the specific time
of his personal death has lost any importance.

The novel was published in 1953, and later translated into Georgian by
Andukafar Cheishvili. A high-quality translation conveys well the main
conceptual messages of the American writer.

Let us consider now the meaning of individual words:

The word ,,fireman” denotes a person of the profession engaged with putting
out fires, is one of the members of the fire department, that upon his appearance
evokes in people the association of a savior: he will come — he will help us. In the
novel, it is just the opposite, he comes — he sets us on fire, burns us down.

Two main characters act from the very beginning of the book — the development
of the story is metaphorically built on the contrasts of their views. 17-year-old
Clarissa McClellan can talk about green grass, pink rose bushes, dew on grass
that you only notice early in the morning, the sky and the moon; While Montag
discovered for himself that he had not ,looked upward“ for a long time. When
saying goodbye, the girl turned once more towards him, and with curiously,
called Montag a question and not even waiting for an answer, ran towards the
house, — though, I think, every character in the novel would ,understand“ this
question:

»Are you happy?“ (Bradbury 1953: 7)

All subsequent phrases attempt to answer this question.

What is happiness — is an intellectual question. Everyone understands it
differently, and therefore, it is impersonal for each person.

In a prose text, thinking in artistic images is an imperative condition. The skill
of the writer is to manage with different artistic imagery and raise a question for
the critic: in how many ways can one describe books prepared for burning or
already burned? It is possible to name several such fragments in this novel. The
tragic scene ending with a woman burned to ashes along with the books would
become the last straw for the fireman.

Shocked, he will continue to think aloud talking to his wife: ,.... a man was
behind each one of the books. A man had to think them up. A man had to take a
long time to put them down on paper.... It took some man a lifetime maybe to put
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some of his thoughts down, looking around at the world and life, and then I came
along in two minutes and boom! it’s all over® (Bradbury 1953: 41 ).

From that moment onward, the fireman would get restless. From that moment
on, the reader should also worry and watch carefully how the writer will end the
story. Will the word ,,happiness” emerge once again, and the context?

»We have everything we need to be happy, but we aren’t happy. Something’s
missing. I looked around. The only thing I positively knew was gone was the
books I'd burned in ten or twelve years. So I thought books might help“ (Bradbury
1953: 63).

I think the most important thing here is that these words are spoken not by
the old professor Faber, which would be just logical, but by the former destroyer
of books. The author makes Montag say that happiness should be sought in books;
Faber adds this to his longer list: in old tunes, in movies, in friends, in natural
environment, and most importantly, in oneself!

Wife — a spouse, a person related through the duty of marriage, who is your
closest person, sharer of grief and joy, your family. In the novel — careless,
unfriendly, preoccupied with other interests, and finally, snitching on her
husband.

Child - your flesh and blood, offspring, in the novel — completely alien, boring
and devoid of care. What kind of country will people brought up without books
and without love, build?! It is a rhetorical question. When he hears the dialogue
of these women, Montag decides to recite a poem to the gathering. It’s risky and
dangerous, but maybe it helps their souls. They would listen quietly, some would
even cry, some would even get upset at the anticipation of impending danger,
but poetry will not help them either: each of them would then inform on him,
one by one.

»Fahrenheit 451° is a multi-dimensional novel and it is possible to talk about
its many different features. Still, let us continue. One thing is this — words have
lost their original meaning and function, but in the finale, the possibility of their
‘restoration’ slowly emerges. I said above that the last straw for the fireman was the
death of the old lady. But which was the first one? Not just suspicion, but already
some action. I think the following episode expresses it the best: the girl wonders
why is it so strange for a psychiatrist when a 17-year-old likes to walk in the
forest and listen to birds, why would she catch butterflies, why would she ‘think’
and tilt her head back and let the raindrops fall into her mouth to ‘taste’ them.
Is not this what should make everyone beautiful, emphasizes the romanticism
of the age and the ability to admire the beauty of nature., ‘Tenderness settled’
suddenly in Montag’s soul. He quickly said goodbye to the girl.
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»~And she ran off and left him standing there in the rain. Only after a long time
did he move. And then, very slowly, as he walked, he tilted his head back in the
rain, for just a few moments, and opened his mouth“ (Bradbury 1953: 18).

I consider these are the first steps towards beauty, passion. As Faber would say,
romanticism and happiness can be found even in nature. The common phrase
spells: ,,Try to be happy“! Trying to do the impossible? And that’s what life is all
about — a constant attempt to manage and do the impossible.

The American writer initially describes the impending dangers with a kind
of caution. Ruins left after fire, burned houses, the values of ,new aesthetics® —
leave the possibility of many different interpretations. A country where people
live will be saved by caring for each other. Standing firmly on the ground at the
same time means saving this country. Professor Faber brings a mythic analogy as
a proof of what he said:

»-Do you know the legend of Hercules and Antaeus, the giant wrestler, whose
strength was incredible so long as he stood firmly on the earth. But when he was
held, rootless, in mid-air, by Hercules, he perished easily. If there isn’t something
in that legend for us today, in this city, in our time, then I am completely insane“
(Bradbury 1953: 64).

In literature, there are reminiscences, universally ,,understandable” world
parallels that practically do not need any explanation. The reader already knows
this. The story framed in its context speaks for itself. As I have mentioned, this
text by Bradbury was published in 1953. In Georgia, much earlier, almost two
decades earlier, the Georgian reader read Konstantine Gamsakhurdia’s in-credible
novel ,,The Abduction of the Moon®, which was being written in 1933-1934 and
simultaneously published in several issues of the literary magazine ,Mnatobi®
(starting in 1933). It is necessary to take into account a certain context here. It
concerns the Georgian emigration abroad and the attitudes of the main character.
Tharash Emkhvari’s diary has preserved some interesting details:

»Yesterday, I finally stopped negotiating with the Emigres’ Bureau. I've even
offended Yamanidze, a friend of my youth, after leaving the office“, Emkhvari,
who was in Paris, added a note to the entry written down on May 15:

»Yamanidze is a great fanatic. He seriously believes that Georgian immigrants
are doing a historic job here in Paris.

I reminded him of the story of Hercules and Antaeus.

»~And who is this Antaeus?“ Yamanidze asks.

»~Antaeus?” Hmm, Antaeus was the son of Poseidon, the king of the seas, and
Antaeus wrestled with Hercules. During the battle, Hercules removed him from
the earth and choked him in the air. The same will happen to everyone who
abandons their own land, my Vakhtang“ (Konstantine Gamsakhurdia).
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The conclusion is simple: both writers — American and Georgian — need this
example to remind us that it is here, on this land of yours, that you need to take
care of your homeland.

In the end, the prose text shows hope: it was not solely the fire-setter that
has changed, but also those intelligent people have survived who are capable of
changing — transforming this world.

»Tomorrow” does exist!
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