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The present scientific article presents the vocabulary based on tsul/tsvil. The research
is based on the diachronic analysis of ancient and modern Georgian language texts,
dictionaries and dialectal data, the materials we found are also taken into account. The
lexical unit of the old Georgian language “tsuli” (“son”, “man”) and the structure of
lexemes derived from it, frequency of use, production, ancient and modern semantics, area
of distribution, modification of meaning, synonymous pairs and semantic connections are
revealed. In Georgian, the regular equivalent of the stem “shvili” is “skiri”//”sk’iri” (“son”

in Megrelian), which can be found in several surnames such as Tsulaia, Tsuladze.
Keywords: Georgian language, vocabulary, tsuli, structure, semantics.
The observation of ancient and modern Georgian language texts, dictionaries,

and dialectal data allows for the revelation of the structure of the tsul/tsvil based
vocabulary. This includes analyzing the frequency of use, production, ancient
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and modern semantics, distribution area, meaning modification, synonymous
pairs, and semantic connections.

Of particular interest is the lexical unit “tsuli” (tsul-) from the Old Georgian
language and the terminology derived from it, as well as its semantic connection
with the lexeme “kmatsvili” - “boy” (a constituent part of the word “tsvil-"). Both
lexical items are nouns.

Ilia Abuladze defines the word “tsul-i” based on Old Georgian language texts
as “boy,” “little man,” “son.”

The illustrative example from “The Nativity of the Virgin” is especially
noteworthy: “When I birthed tsuli (“woman”).” We believe that “tsuli” must
mean a woman in this context.

Semantic variations obtained through word formation and combinations (as
part of composites) are presented here. A product with the suffix “-ak” is “tsulaki”,
meaning “nephew.” The suffix “-ebr” is formed by conjunction expressing
similarity, and by adding “-iv,” it extends to “tsulebrivi” meaning “male,” “ram,”
or “man.” The suffix “-iv” is crucial in forming instrumental case. Thus, “-iv”
attaches to “-ebr” in the name, resulting in “tsul-ebr-iv-i”.

Itis a constituent part of the compound stem: “sakhlis-tsuli” (born at home, son
of a servant); “dedatsuli” (family); “dedis-distsuli” (cousin). The terms “sikaltsule”
and “sikaltsuleba” are also derived from this root. An abstract noun is created
with the prefix-suffix “si-e”: “si-kaltsul-e” (virginity, womanhood). Subsequently,
the addition of the suffix “-eba” forms “si-kaltsul-eba”. By losing the “e,” the term
“sepetsuli” emerges, meaning a royal courtier or someone close to the king.

The same meaning can be found in Zurab Sarjveladze’s “Collection of Words
of the Ancient Georgian Language”: “tsuli” - means newborn or male son;
“tsulebri” - means male; “tsulebriobiti” means manly; “distsuli” - means niece/
nephew (from sister’s side), with the hypocoristic form “distsulaki”; “dzmistsuli”
means niece/nephew (from brother’s side), with the hypocoristic form “tsulaki”;
“dzistsuli” means grandson, with variations like “dzistsulishvili”/ “dzistsulistsuli”
for grandson; and “dzmistsulobai” refers to ddmdsa (brotherhood) or a group of
nuns. It is possible for the same root to appear in words with different meanings,
such as “tsulela” - investigation and tsuleuli” - stem.

According to Ivane Javakhishvili, “sepe-tsuli” is a term denoting family
affiliation and is equivalent to “uplistsuli” - prince.” The distinction between them
is that “Uplistsuli” is an entirely Georgian word, whereas “Sepetsuli” incorporates
“sepe,” borrowed from Persian, while “ssuli” is an ancient Georgian word. In the
writings of loane Sabanisdze, the terms “cousin, niece, nephew” are noted.

The term - “-tsuli” as confirmed in ancient Georgian texts and dictionaries,
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along with its numerous semantic variants, provides a basis for assuming that this
word was actively used in ancient Georgian.

In the dictionaries of the Old Georgian language, the root word “kma + tsvil
—1” (a boy) is not found. Instead, there is “krma-i / kma-i” which means “child”
or “young son.”

Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani defines “tsuli” as “a son, who signifies strength and
mental fortitude” . He also includes meanings such as “dedatsuli” - family,
“distsuli” - niece or nephew (from sister’s side), sauplistsulo) - future prince or
prince-like, “satsulo” - manhood, “sakhlis-tsuli” - servant’s son, “dzmis-tsuli” -
niece or nephew from brother’s side. This also indicates that “kma/krma” — a
young man, “kmatsvili” —a boy, “sikmatsvile” — boyhood.

In the dictionary of Niko Chubinashvili, “tsuli” is listed as a synonym for “son”
and “child”. His definition includes: “vazhi-tsuli” — son, child. “mamri” (male):
naturally male animal. “child”: born from humans, either a son or daughter . It
is also called the offspring of other animals . A man is called a “tsuli” simply, not
in a complex way, such as nephew, niece, cousin, prince, boy/lad/old man and
others. Servant-young man, child-infant son . A child is a daughter or - a virgin.

According to the mentioned definition, “tsuli” was a multi-meaning word,
which meant both a son and a child in general, as well as a male animal.

According to the explanatory dictionary of the Georgian language: “tsuli” - 1.
son. 2. The second component of the compound stem: “dzmistsuli” - nephew
(from brother’s side), “distsuli” - nephew (from sister’s side), “uplistsuli” -
a prince, “sepetsuli” - a nobleman, “kaltsuli” - a maiden, “dedatsuli” - family
(mainly women and children). “tsulis-tsuli” is the same as grandson. “kmatsvili”A
has several meanings: 1. child; 2. young, mature (son or daughter); 3. Young son,
young man.

In Pshav-Khevsureti, oo (tsuli) refers to a child, a man, or a male, while
“akhaltsuli” denotes a newborn child. The use of the term “tsuli” is particularly
noteworthy, as it once again indicates its antiquity.

Aleksi Chincharauli’s “Khevsuretian Lexicon” contains a tsul/tsvil-based
vocabulary confirmed in Khevsureti.

Surnames containing the suffixes “-dze” and “-shvili” dominate the Georgian
language. In Georgian, the regular equivalent of the stem “shvili” is “skiri”//”sk’iri”
(“son” in Megrelian), which can be found in several surnames such as Tsulaia,
Tsuladze .

In modern Georgian, {jeo (tsuli) is a term denoting kinship between people
and typically means a son. In Western Georgia, it specifically refers to an older
son, while in Kartli, the semantic meaning of the word is expanded to include
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both a son and a daughter. As a result of this semantic conversion, it is significant
to produce surnames by changing from the lexical-semantic and functional group
of the public name “Tsuli” to one’s own name through the use of affixes (e.g.,
Tsulukidze, Tsuladze, Tsulukiani, Tsuleiskiri, Tsulaia...).

Thus, the observation of ancient and modern Georgian texts, dictionaries,
and dialectal materials, along with the diachronic analysis of the “tsul-/tsvil-”
based lexicon, allows us to conclude that “tsuli” (tsul-) is a lexical unit of the
ancient Georgian language. It has various means of production (-ebr, -ebr-iv,
-oba, -iv, -ak, -ela, -eul, sa-o0, sa-e, si-e...) and numerous terms derived through
composite word-joining. Additionally, it has a semantic connection with the
lexeme “kmatsvili” (boy) (a constituent part of the word tsvil-).
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