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Scientific research methodology of linguistic component of the
Mosaik speech area
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For the study of speech code mixing at the level of morphosyntax, we use the terms we
created: mosaic speech area/speech mosaic area, based on certain modifications, the terms:
morphosyntaxema, diamorphosyntactic construction; matrix of speech codes, hierarchy
of speech codes. In the case of the mosaic speech area, the arrangement of various speech
codes in the space with the features introduced by the speech groups is emphasized,
while in the mosaic speech area, we focus on the temporal factor of this arrangement.
During migrations, these two terms cannot be separated from each other. In the research
area, diquasiergative and diquasinominative constructions, as well as constructions with
-ke (-g49) suffix, were called diamorphosyntactic constructions. We use the speech code
mixing demonstration method: speech code hierarchy; With a certain modification, we
use the method of compiling speech code matrices. These methods may be used in other

similar areas.

Keywords: Mosaic speech area/speech mosaic area, diamorphosyntactic constructions,
hierarchy of speech codes.

Extended Abstract. For the study of mixing of speech codes in the linguistic
component of the speech code, we used the concept of mosaicism and the terms
derived from it for the first time, and at the same time, we applied modifications
of known syntactic terms to the research question. By mosaicism, we mean the
existence of various speech codes gathered due to migrations over time in a
specific speech territorial segment, among which speech code mixing processes
are taking place. Even H. Schuchardt pointed out the importance of studying
such areas in the study of language mixing.

According to sub-Imerian, the speech codes are not only territorially close
to each other, but in some cases they are variants of one language, they have
homogenous phonetics/phonology, morphology, morphosyntax, vocabulary that
differ at the dialect level. Mixing processes also take place depending on the
type of settlement of the migrating groups (compact/non-compact), duration of
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coexistence, introduced and assimilated features.

Speech spaces in traditional dialect homogeneous/heterogeneous speech areas
in Georgia require interdisciplinary research.

In the study area, in the Samegrelo’s border zone of sub-Imeretian, from
the beginning of the last century to the present day, due to household, eco-
catastrophes, war in Abkhazia, etc. several dialects of the Georgian language
came together: Lechkhumian, Adjarian, Meskhetian, as well as the Megrelian and
Lentekhian, Cholurian, upper-Svanetian speech groups, the so-called “Turkish
Meskhetians”, so these methods allow us to observe very complex mixing
processes in a structured space and time. These methods will be important for
the research of similar areas in other parts of Georgia and not only those. All the
more so when the immigration processes of the speech codes of representatives
of other ethnic groups existed historically and are still intense in the areas where
Georgian languages are spread in Georgia.

Using these methods, we have created our scientific monographs and articles
on the levels of phonetics/phonology and morphology on the interdisciplinary
plane based on the material that we had obtained in the same area of Sub-
Imeretian (see Bendeliani: 2012: 2018), as well as numerous works. Based on the
texts collected in the same area, we now investigate the issues of speech code
mixing from the point of view of morphosyntax.

The study of the issues of morphosyntax by the method of mosaicism
from the point of view of the mixing of speech codes shows us the linguistic
and extralinguistic factors causing the mixing. Ethnographic terms and mixed
linguistic material are woven into the linguistic component of the speech code.

Under conditions of mosaicism, it is easier to classify syntactic and
morphosyntactic common and different events of the speech codes given here.

Mosaic speech area and speech mosaic area. These terms are not completely
identical to each other, but they cannot be separated from each other due to the
mixing of speech codes based on migration processes. The principle difference
between these two terms is the relation of speech code mixing processes to space
and time:

In mosaic speech areas, the spatial factor is decisive, because the space
is occupied by neighboring settlements, historical, social, sociological,
sociohistorical, folklore, confessional, educational, speech, ethnographic, forms
of folk culture, beliefs and ideas, etc., brought from their historical residences.
These data are complexly involved in mixing processes, each of which exists
through language, each of which changes is reflected in language.

From the point of view of morphosyntax, it is interesting in case of
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gathering together codes, for example, what is the influence of diquasiergative/
diquasinominative constructions on each other, how extensive is the list of verbs
where it is found, the frequency of'its distribution, in particular, in relation to the
literary code and neighboring codes.

The time factor is decisive in speech mosaic areas. Speech code-mixing is not
a momentary process, it occurs in a short period after the settlement of a speech
group, when the migrated group has to start communicating with the immediate
environment. Later, these connections gradually expand. This is how speech
code mixing processes begin.

In the mosaic areas, any one dialectal speech code can be generalized in the
whole area: in the Georgian language codes of the Muhajirs, the peculiarities of
Adjarian spread; Speech unity may not be formed.

If we compare mosaicism with U. Weinreich’s diasystem method, the difference
between them is that the diasystem method studies language differences or
variants within the framework of one language, while the mosaicism method
involves the mixing of speech and ethnorealities, both between the dialectal
systems of one language, as well as the mixing conditions can be created by a
foreign language Codes, both through speech and ethno-realities.

According to the diasystem method, in structural dialectology, the boundaries
between language differences are established, while according to the mosaic
method, such boundaries are not investigated, through it, in a specific territorial
segment, research is conducted only on the influence and dependence of the
codes collected on the basis of migrations over time with the receiving speech
code, the code of the triliteral language.

Mosaic speech area/speech mosaic area is more voluminous, it equally
accommodates both closed and open speech and ethnic groups and their speech
data. It may also include an “Insular” speech group/code. “Insular dialectology”
(V. Zhirmunsky) investigates the migrated unit in relation to the host and native
codes, such relations are also investigated in conditions of mosaicism, because
it becomes necessary to take into account the data of imported codes and
ethnorealities.

Hierarchy of speech codes: when studying the hierarchy of speech codes at
any level of language (in morphosyntax), we take into account the syntactic
model of the language with which language variants we are dealing with, the
dialectal norm of the dialect/dialects given in the settlement.

According to the levels of language model/grammar, speech expression is a
hierarchy of speech codes: literary language, pseudo-literary speech code, dialectal
speech. It can be constant for centuries or in the history of a given language, but
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it is possible that the literary language may periodically lose its “prestige” or, on
the contrary, become more “prestigious”, in this regard, many factors can act.

The Georgian literal tradition allows us to distinguish the sacred and secular
variants in the literal code, which have coexisted side by side since the 11th
century (T. Putkaradze, T. Bendeliani). This material is also provided in the
research area, the data of deeds and church registers give us an idea about the
speech codes used daily by secular and church people. In these documents, the
forms of the spoken language, dialectisms according to the corners where the
documents were compiled are given. For our research area, the language of the
secular documents compiled in this area, the church registers, the lapidary data
are of great importance: “The Book of the Khoni Temple is close to the year
16007, as well as the language of the Imereti lapidary, “The Great Book of Catholic
Peasants of Abkhazia” compiled in the 17th century.

A clear representation of the linguistic data of the speech mosaic area is
provided by the presentation of speech codes according to the handle and verb
expressions as matrices, where the mixed repertoires of the speech groups (/
individuals) are given in the territorial segments, in this case, according to our
study area.

In morphosyntax, we consider it appropriate to use the term morphosyntaxema
(comp. Syntaxema. L. Bloomfield). In this term, we mean the morphosyntactic
fact, i.e., the typical and constant surrounding of an avalent noun or verb in a
morphosyntactic construction.

Representation of speech codes by matrices is known in special literature.
With some modification, we have used this method in our early works as
well, for example, in phonetics/phonology, at the level of morphology to
describe the “permissible” and “forbidden” microcodes in the mixture of sub-
ImeretianSvanetians from Lentekhi from the Georgian language codes.

The pseudo-literary code shows more proximity to the intra-dialectal code,
which is mostly found in the folk poetry of the Eastern Mountains (S. Zhgenti,
G. Burchuladze), it can also be found in prose and colloquial texts, where the
speaker creates forms similar to literary forms and uses them according to his/
her self-perception, e.g. time-related dialect forms, thereby “stands out” with the
pretended knowledge of the literary language (A. Chincharauli).

As aresult of the research, we came to the conclusion that the research dialect
area can be divided into a regiolect, the basis of which we consider the mosaicity
of this area, which in its essence implies the perspective of the formation of
speech unity. In the paper, we use it as an actively working term.
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