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Tamaz Bibiluri is a famous writer and playwright of the second half of the 20*
century, whose works are distinguished by the depth of what is said, the severity of
the problems raised, the variety of interpretations and individual handwriting. The
novel “Time of Kitkhili” is a multifaceted work full of deep philosophical roots. In the
article, the peculiarities of the artistic interpretation of the novel are analyzed in terms
of dialogic criticism and carnivalization of Mikhail Bakhtin’s methodological principles.
As a result of the study, it was revealed that the text includes all three forms of language
relations established by Mikhail Bakhtin, revealing the ambivalent nature of carnival
literature. The concept of a polyphonic language model follows the work from beginning
to end, where the main and secondary “voices” complement each other and create a
common methodological concept. By means of “dialogic criticism” and “carnivalization”,
the individualism of the characters of the novel and the main motivation of their actions
become much easier to understand. Heteroglossia and aligning the oppositional pairs are

the most striking features of the novel “Time of Kitkhili”.
Keywords: dialogic criticism; carnivalization; heteroglossia; sociolect; cultural dialect.

Tamaz Bibiluri is one of those figures of the 20" century, whose works
reflect new literary trends and life, moral-ethical, and social problems. The
novel “Time of Kitkhili” emphasizes the main characteristics and literary value
of Bibiluri’s work, which is more deeply apparent in the context of Mikhail
Bakhtin’s methodological principles. The aim of the article is to outline the main
characteristics of the novel in terms of dialogic criticism and carnivalization.

Dialogic criticism or dialogism, as a method, plays a special role in the process
of analyzing the novel’s genre features. Therefore, it is logical that at present, the
M. Bakhtin’s theoretical concept is generally considered a special part of world

literary studies.
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According to Bakhtin’s definition, all relationships are dialogic in their
content, and dialogue is a conversational model that is formed as a double-voice
system. The double-voicing or heteroglossia is a Bakhtinian term and is used in
the sense of sociolect (social dialect). In the literary text, along with the unity of
different language models, it implies their targeted coordination, while in the
novel, the multitude of compatible voices of the characters creates the basis for
polyphony.

The application of Mikhail Bakhtin’s methodological principles enables an in-
depth analysis of Tamaz Bibiluri’s novel “Time of Kitkhili”, In terms of dialogic
criticism and carnivalization, the main characteristics of the novel appear with a
different interpretation.

Taking this into account, there is first of all a distinction to be made between
the individualized narrative of the characters and the moral-philosophical nature
of the author. By means of internal monologues and dialogues, the characters
present the main story and problems of the novel so well that it becomes clear to
the reader, the importance of each step taken by them, the causes of pain of the
characters can be easily recognized.

In the novel, the expressive culminating point is reached in the internal
monologues of the characters, when they delve into themselves and, based on
personal confessions, reveal their weaknesses and strengths, mistakes, and judge
themselves by the weights of these mistakes. Zosime and Kitkhuli are the best
expressions of this, especially Zosime. He constantly tries to analyze personal
feelings and views, to weigh every step and make a decision.

Zosime and Kitkhuli combine the two opposite sides of heteroglossia. Zosime
- this is a heteroglossist, whose inner variety comes from nature; Kitkhuli is a
heteroglossist who reaches a particular development stage and terminates the
activity.

It is true that it was said above that each voice in the novel is completely
individual, but there are episodes where the overall ideological-essential unity of
the author and the character is clear. First of all, it refers to the voice of Zosime
and the author, when they both seem to judge the situation in the same way and
try to talk some sense, using moral-philosophical elements, into the degraded
village.

The biblical characters are not under the writer’s control, they have a personal
mission and purpose. The dialogic discourse of the novel is so diverse that even

several different voices sound in one person, at different stages of personal
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development. They speak in their own words, like the author, and help us to
know not only the character of the hero, but also the character of the author
himself.

The artistic aspects of Bakhtinian carnivalization are masterfully interpreted
in the novel “Time of Kitkhili”.

According to Bakhtin, the carnival is realized in the text through various
stories. Carnival itself is an active action, the same as life, where the boundary
between the elements of a strictly differentiated, hierarchical order breaks down
(PaxTun 1990: 217-305).

The following features characteristic of carnival literature are revealed in the
novel. 1. Staging of ritual performances; 2. Realization of the ambivalent structure
of the carnival speech; 3. Free and familiar relations; 4. Alignment of oppositional
couples and 5. The motifs of death and renewal.

One of the important lines of the text is a “high/low” model. The two main
characters of the novel fit exactly into the aforementioned opposition of carnival
literature. Zosime is a clearest example of renewal and ascension in the work. In
his image, first there is seen a weak, dependent on others, helpless and cowardly
person, who then appears as a savior and an invincible person confident in his
principles and experiences a complete catharsis from the bottom to the top. In
the case of Kitkhuli, the situation is different. It is already downhill absolute. A
person who fell from the top to the extreme point. It is in them that the intra-
personal diversity of dialogic discourse is revealed.

It is true that in the novel, in the context of carnival literature, ritual
performances and staging cannot be found with an exact analogy, however, the
moments of the village gathering can be considered as an expression similar to
the mentioned. The courts imitated by Khirchala are “spectacular”. In the novel,
these episodes serve as a kind of representation, a representation where one
dominant party tries to suppress the other one through a show of force and fear.

Thenovelalso clearly shows cases of individual death during the carnivalization
process. The death of Kitkhuli does not happen directly in the work, but it is
implied. Giorgi Baliauri goes on his own foot to meet death and the reader meets
the end of Baliauri’s story without any hesitation.

In the process of analyzing the novel in terms of dialogic criticism and
carnivalization, the artistic and content side of the text, the main characteristics,
original forms of depiction, markers of character drawing and symbolic-allegorical

aspects appeared from different interpretive positions; a new conceptual
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context for internal monologues and fragmentary dialogues. The concept of
the polyphonic language model is clearly visible in the text discussed with the
mentioned methodological approaches, which traces the work as a red line from
the beginningto the end; the main and secondary “voices” of the novel complement
each other and create a common methodological concept; The individualism of
the characters in the novel and the main motivation of their actions becomes
much easier to understand. Based on the mentioned methodology, the study of
the novel “Time of Kitkhili” not only revealed individual artistic markers of the
text, but also clearly demonstrated the layers of thought and important aspects
of poetics, which will be important to consider when determining the role of
Tamaz Bibiluri in the development of Georgian prose of the second half of the

20" century.
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