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@5 0MmMb, Lsob@GHgMgbms,  OGMIgEo oym NROM  FoMsGHJdIwo
WoEIMo s HMIgGEo ™M30L9ds 5©0dMBbEs dsmmzol bgwol F9ddwgwo
500sL3sdo. dbgos 985Bg @Il 30dbxJEM®. FodBHos, G™I ddgdds
9ONbs060 Fo03o@gdom 25dm0oygbgls bogbmsob »MmmMogHmmdol »bsto s
93930393 Y39wgdom dslgdol smdmbgdol boFo (D’Aveni, & MacMillan
1990: 18-21); dmgro (3bm3Mgds 3egdlols dEAMIsMIMOOL gowgdx mdILYdSL
@5  6OHmIob  ©gIM3MOBH0BsEosL  Fgbomgl;  sdobobGMmogowo s
3MBLEGHOEGME0MMO MgRMMIJd00 360d3bgemzs60 f3eoeo dgo@sbgls Gmdols
LobgEIFoGBM 535M5EOL QomdX MdYLYdsdo (Masco 2019; Irwin 1989). dso» dog®
39G5M90e0ds dofiols M9x3mEIsd 360d369wm3gbs ooy mdgls dsdobgwro
3ol Abobergmdol 050 1396930l MMM S sSTom JMo3bMLdTS
96065065 dm03m3zgl dslgdols FboMsFgms (James, & Wooten 2010:102),
95650 b9 08539 MYBMOHTGOOL Q5dM, J>0 MOMS39d gOHMbS0MO FgE ™IS
Q5939L - 29005093 JMIL SOOLEMIMGH0s; d09dTs 396 d9dwgl 999hgMgd0bsm
ol 06530360 3603900, MMIYEOE B0 MYRMOTJOOL JoGIMYOL Bm3ygs
(Dent 2013: 404-405). 9o mOm®939L 9OMbs0M0 ©sLOLOIEO 3Jmboosm -
Mos@b, IBHMId0 3o0bobgl s Im3argl (Irwin1989:13; Dilworth 1994:321).
0935, BogBHos obog, MmI olbobo gMMbsoGMs FgdmMBbgb olEMMosl
053056000 W0YMH 0 M30L9d900L, LogdoMm Loddggdol, 0¥) 3Bl
D9omdoom.

503356150, 3¢BHOMJl WoIMHOL M30LgdsMS MIMBOFONOMBISL 593l
LobGgdol bollosmo, MBOM dg@0E, 990dgds 0035, 56 FoTM3IZIDOWS SOEG
9630 05900 M30L935 3)EMJgb 0IHOL FbSEHIMME Lobgdo, HMIgubsg
99900093 96 30600300 Lo[obsswdgam ™30L9ds. BodEBHMOM035,
939w 69353 0MM0 ™308905 WoEIMOL dbsG3M Lobgdo 3wy dgbomsb,
390bsl{mOgdmwos  3mboGon®om. gl FoMdmoagbl 53  IbsG3OY
Lobgms 3530L90)MYBSL S, SEIBsM, g 5Ol gPm-gMHmo Jobybo 0d oo
g4o965000q00Ls, MMIgeog dsm d0dsmo dsdmobobs Jbmgwom fgMHemdsd
(8co®. James, Wooten, & Dushek 2009: 78-80; Caroline 2009: 221).
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Oppositions of the Political Leader’s Artistic Face
In Plutarch’s Parallel Lives

Tatia Mardaleishvili
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Kutaisi, Georgia

The purpose of our research is to show what skills of leadership the statesmen
possessed described in Plutarch’s Parallel Lives and what the reason of their success or
failure was; to what extent Plutarch’s and modern definitions of leadership agree; what
qualities determine the success or failure of ancient statesmen; why they are still objects
of imitation and admiration; how they behave in critical situations; how they interact
with the masses; how they manage to influence the people, manage crisis situations; what
is more important for them - the state and people or personal interests and ambitions; to
what extent were the results of their activities reflected on the welfare of the state and
people. We think that the study of this problem will present new aspects of research in
Georgian Classical Philology and literary studies. And for modern leaders, Alexander the
Great, Gaius Julius Caesar, Fabius Maximus, Pericles, and the Gracchus Brothers will be
role models for a long time from now, and for the reader - an object of admiration for the

positive or negative qualities that Plutarch immortalized in his Parallel Lives.
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The phenomenon of the political leader has become a concomitant event of
public life since the creation of the state. If we look at history, it is clear from the
leaders’ biographical portraits how decisive and important role the “firsts” play in
the creation of history. The welfare of the state and people essentially depends
on the political leaders, in whose hands the reins of management are and who are
aware of the importance of their activities for the country.

The study of the phenomenon of the leader in antiquity, which is known to
the world for its political figures, should not lack relevance.

The purpose of our research is to show what skills for leadership the statesmen
possessed described in Plutarch’s Parallel Lives and what was the reason of their
success or failure; to what extent Plutarch’s and modern definitions of leadership
agree; what qualities determine the success or failure of ancient statesmen; why
they are still objects of imitation and admiration; how they behave in critical
situations; how they interact with the masses; how they manage to influence
the people, manage crisis situations; what is more important for them - the state
and people or personal interests and ambitions; to what extent were the results of
their activities reflected on the welfare of the state and people.

Based on the material we have discussed, it is difficult to say whether Plutarch
predominantly portrays leaders as positive or as negative characters. To make it
more visible, we will try to provide a kind of list of oppositional qualities that can
be identified in the reviewed material. These qualities are basically reduced to
fundamental oppositional pairs - good/bad. We will try to arrange them in two
appropriate graphs, in three groups: 1. Who is Plutarch’s leader; 2. How is the
leader of Plutarch; 3. What did Plutarch’s leader do? The opposition of Plutarch’s
leader’s qualities has the character of a system, moreover, it can be said that there
was not a single feature in the artistic face of Plutarch’s leader that was not later
opposed by an opposite feature. In fact, all the negative qualities are balanced
by positive ones in the artistic face of the leader. This is the peculiarity of these
artistic types and, perhaps, this is one of the reasons for the great attention paid
to them by world literature. Naturally, this system itself is based on the main
conflict in the human mind - argument with positive function / argument with
negative function. Depending on how the function of these leaders is understood
- whether he is violent or benevolent, an enemy of the people or a well-wisher,

his meaning is also regulated.
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I will discuss these issues on the example of the oppositional pairs - Tiberius
Gracchus/Gaius Gracchus.

Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus, as political leaders, made a great contribution to
the life of the Romans, they differed from each other in character and principles,
they possessed different but equally effective keys to success.

Firstly, I will talk about the qualities that both brothers had in common.
Plutarch points out: “A rather large difference is clearly visible in the actions
and political activity of the young Gracchus.” (Plut. Par. Biogr. Tib. Grakh. 2,4-
5). However, he points out many similarities between the brothers, “Which
was manifested in their bravery and humility, generosity, eloquence and
magnanimity” (Tib. Grachk. 2, 6-9). Futhermore he adds: “Justice towards the
peasants, bravery during the execution of state affairs, and self-restraint in self-
will characterized both of them in the same way” (Tib. Grakhk 2,10-15).

It is interesting to know which was the more successful leader and which
characteristic proved to be a hindrance to their rise. It is difficult to discuss
this today. It is a fact that the brothers used their ability to communicate with
people and the gift of persuading the masses with eloquence with equal success;
they devoted their whole lives to the improvement of the condition of the
plebs and the democratization of Rome; they made a significant contribution
to the improvement of the Roman state apparatus with Administrative and
constitutional reforms. The land reform they carried out greatly improved the
condition of the lower strata of the Roman population at the time, and thus the
Gracchus equally gained the support of the masses. But precisely because of the
same reforms, they both made the same mistake - the aristocracy became their
enemies; the brothers could not stop the dynamic process that followed their
reforms. Both of them had the same end — they were betrayed, made enemies and
were killed. However, it is also a fact that they remained in history in the same
way thanks to their leadership qualities, heroic deeds, or thanks to Plutarch.

Thus, the opposition of the qualities of Plutarch’s leader has the character of a
system, moreover, it can be said that there was not a single quality in the artistic
face of Plutarch’s leader, which was not later opposed by an opposite quality.
In fact, all the negative qualities in the artistic face of the leader of Plutarch
are balanced by positive ones. This is the peculiarity of these artistic types and,
perhaps, this is one of the reasons for the great attention paid to them by world
literature. Naturally, this system itself is based on the main opposition in the

human mind - argument with a positive function / argument with a negative
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function. Depending on how the function of these leaders is understood - whether
it is violent or a creator of good, an enemy of the people or a well-wisher, its
meaning is also regulated.

We think that the study of this problem will present new aspects of research
in Georgian Classical Philology and literary studies. And for modern leaders,
Alexander the Great, Gaius Julius Caesar, Fabius Maximus, Pericles, and the
Gracchus Brothers will be role models for a long time from now, and for the
reader - an object of admiration for the positive or negative qualities that Plutarch

immortalized in his Parallel Lives.
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