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Language and Linguistics

Some Syntax Issues in Mose Khoneli’s “Amiran-Darejaniani”

Leila Abzianidze

Leila.abzianidze@atsu.edu.ge
Akaki Tsereteli State University
Kutaisi, Georgia

The article analyzes the essence of a complex sentence with a subordinate clause
(hypotaxis) with regard to “Amiran-Darejaniani” (“The story of Amiran, son of Darejan”)
by Mose Khoneli. It shows which conjunctions the subordinate clause uses to connect
with the main one, what correlates are used in the main one and what the position of
the subordinate clause in relation to the main one is: does it precede the main clause,
does it follow the main clause, or is it included in it? The study of the issues related
to adverbial clause of place in “Amiran-Darejaniani” based on the data of the modern
Georgian literary language, clearly shows the historical language changes reflected in
this work, which accompanied the formation of the middle Georgian language and the

gradual establishment of the qualitative elements of the new Georgian literary language.
Keywords: “Amiran-Darejaniani”, adverbial clause of place, conjunctions, correlates.

The formation of a complex sentence with a subordinate clause (hypotaxis)
is the result of a long development of the language. Compared to simple and
compound sentences, a complex sentence represents the highest level of
development of the syntactic system of a given language. That is why the study
of the genesis and essence of hypotaxis occupies one of the most important places
in linguistics. There is a voluminous special literature devoted to the formation
of a complex sentence, its diverse evolution and structural-semantic features. The
doctrine of the types of subordinate clauses is closely connected with the study of
the issues related to hypotaxis.

The aim of the paper is to analyze which conjunctions are found to connect
adverbial clause of place with the main clause, what correlates are used and
what position the adverbial clause of place holds in relation to the main one in
“Amiran-Darejaniani” based on the special literature.

“Amiran-Darejaniani” by Mose Khoneli (Moses of Khoni), a 12 century

Georgian novel and one of the great monuments of classical Georgian literature,
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is taken to study the above-mentioned issues. The work is mentioned in the
epilogue of “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” as a brilliant and popular creation
of the entire era.

It is emphatically stated in the special literature that we cannot find accurate
historical information about the time and place of origin and author of “Amiran-
Darejaniani”. Research on these questions has not found a final answer yet.

Traditionally, the author of “Amiran-Darejaniani” is Mose Khoneli. However,
no historical information or evidence about who Mose Khoneli was, where he
studied, what his education and position was cannot be find. Literary historians
assume that Mose Khoneli wrote “Amiran-Darejaniani” during the reign of
Tamar _ at the end of the twelfth century, or at the beginning of the thirteenth
century. Historians of Georgian literature finally come to the conclusion that
“Amiran-Darejaniani” is not a work translated from Persian, but it is an original
work and is very close to the historical reality of Georgia.

The article determines which conjunctions and correlates are found in
“Amiran-Darejaniani”, what position the adverbial clause of place has in relation
to the main clause: does it precede the main clause, does it follow or is included
in the main clause?

In “Amiran-Darejaniani” the word “sada” (where) is used as a conjunction.
“Sada-igi” a linking word with a particle “igi” has the same function as “sadatsa”
(where, whither), but it is rarely found in “Amiran-Darejaniani”.

9« » o« » o«

It can be concluded that in “Amiran-Darejaniani” “sada”, “sadatsa”, “sada-igi”

(where, whither) are used as conjunctions to onnect adverbial clauses of place
with the main clause.

From “Amiran-Darejaniani” “sadatsa” has survived in the new Georgian
literary language and a final vowel is elided. The conjunctions of the adverbial
clause of place characteristic of the new Georgian literary language _ “saidanats”,
“saitkenats”, “sadats ki’ (where, where to, wherever) are not confirmed in
“Amiran-Darejaniani”.

Correlative words (correlates) in the main sentence. It is known that in the
literary language in the main clause there is often such a word which by its
content already indicates the existence of a dependent/subordinate clause. Such
words are usually demonstrative pronouns and adverbs. Their general meaning
is specified and clarified by the subordinate clause. The indicative words to the
subordinate clause, which are found in the main clause, are called correlates.

They are the words with a definite meaning and at the same time they are both

92



. 33bosbodg

a member of the sentence and an indicator of the relationship between the main
and subordinate clause.

In the new literary Georgian language, “ik”, “ikve”, “ikit”, “ikitken”, “ikidan”,
“g’velgan” (there, over there, from there, everywhere) are considered to be the
correlates of the adverbial clause of place. Along with them the word “mun”
(there) can also be found, but it is rare.

In “Amiran-Darejaniani” the following correlates can be found: “mun”,

» o« » o«

“muntsa”’, “munit”, “munitatsa”, “ika-ak” (there).

Position of the subordinate clause in relation to the main clause. It is known
that in the new Georgian literary language a subordinate clause can precede the
main clause, follow it or be included in the main clause. A similar situation can
be observed in “Amiran-Darejaniani”. A subordinate clause precedes, follows, or
is included in the main clause.

It can be concluded that the study of the issues related to adverbial clause of
place in “Amiran-Darejaniani” based on the data of the modern Georgian literary
language, clearly shows the historical language changes reflected in this work,
which accompanied the formation of the middle Georgian language and the
gradual establishment of the qualitative elements of the new Georgian literary

language.
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