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The article discusses Alexander Sarajishvili's monograph "Fake Places of The Knight in the
Panther’s Skin". The study was periodically published in the journal “Moambe” from 1895 to 1901.
The aim of the researcher's main work was to clear the text of “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin”
from the scribes, forgers, and to restore the text close to its original. Al. Sarajishvili established

the principles of how and by what means these fake places can be identified. The article, based
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on specific examples, shows how the researcher tries to identify the places where the poem is
inserted and how much his views were shared by his contemporary and later Rustvelologists in

their research and various editions of the poem.

Keywords: The Knight in the Panther’s Skin, fake places, research, Rustaveli style, language,

content.

Alexander Sarajishvili occupies a prominent place among the scholars of ancient
Georgian literature. He is first and foremost referred to as a Rustvelologist. Sarajishvili
dedicated two monographs to “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” and its author: “The
Fake Places of The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” and “Artanuji's Version of The
Knight in the Panther’s Skin”; Also the newspaper article. Among the unpublished
works is a small translation of The Knight in the Panther’s Skin, accompanied by the
translator's explanations in the footnote.

The purpose of the researcher's main work - "Fake Places of The Knight in the
Panther’s Skin" - was to clear the text from later copyists, forger inserts and to restore
the text close to its original. In the introduction to the paper, he expresses his views
on the conditions under which and for what reason the insertions were made by the
forger of the text.

The researcher notes that "The Knight in the Panther’s Skin Detection
Commission" headed by Iona Meunargia was set up to restore and correct the text of
the poem. "After comparing different versions of the text, they were able to identify
some dark thoughts (Sarajishvili Al. Fake Places of The Knight in the Panther’s Skin,
Journal. Moambe NeX1I, 1895: 3). He positively assesses the work of the commission
and believes that they were able to "cleanse the Holy Temple" and gave us a clear
text of "The Knight in the Panther’s Skin" (Sarajishvili Al. Fake Places of The Knight
in the Panther’s Skin, Journal. Moambe NeXI, 1895: 3). However, some fake stanzas
were still selected. His main goal is to reveal these verses and prove why they are
fake. To formulate the reasons for how he came to this conclusion. He tries to present
a document to the reader to prove their falsity” (Baramidze Al. Menabde L. (Editor),
"Researcher of Old Georgian Literature". Tbilisi: University Press. 1986: 127).

The researcher pays attention to: the language of the poet, the content side; The
density and lightness of the text.

To achieve his goal, Al.Sarajishvili began to study separate chapters of the poem.
He attributes the prologue of " The Knight in the Panther’s Skin " to Shota, but
considers the following stanzas to be false: 5, 9, 10, 14, 18, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,
31. In addition, he considers other stanzas suspicious.

In the fifth stanza, "They bade me to write sweet poetry- to sing her Kingly
praises," he does not attribute the "commandment" to Shota, Queen Tamar could not
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command anyone to praise her face and her teeth. According to historians, she was
a very shy person. Poetry recitation and praise are voluntary (Sarajishvili 1895: 10).

The King poets of the Renaissance have expressed interesting views about
Rustaveli. In Archil's poem The Dialogue Between Teimuraz and Rustaveli, The poet
forces Teimuraz to say that Rustaveli wrote on someone else's instructions, and I can
freely say mine. It seems that the assignment "command" was considered negative
during the revival period. Creating works by "order" was common, for example,
poems by Nizam, Shahnameh and others.

Al Sarajishvili considers the style of the 5th stanza weak. Dry and detailed listing
of facial parts makes a man feel tired. The researcher also considers this line to be a
very ugly and awkward picture, “a leaden anvil can break the hardest stone." No one
has seen "a leaden anvil" and the anvil is not used to break the stone. Scholars of the
following period consider this line as a metaphor and attribute it to Rustaveli.

Also interesting is the scene in which Tariel describes his childhood to Avtandil.
Tariel says he could kill lions at the age of five. This stanza is considered by the
researcher as an insert because the age of maturity is considered to be 14-15 years
and not five. Then Tariel later mentions that at the age of fifteen he could go to war.
This goes against the logic, if at the age of five he killed lions like cats, then why
was he able to go to war at the age of fifteen. The text also shows Tariel bragging
and asking Asmat to confirm what he said. This is also considered unacceptable by
the researcher. In many editions of The Knight in the Panther’s Skin, this stanza is
considered an insert and is removed from the main text of the poem. Giorgi Arabuli
also considers the mentioned stanza as an insert.

That is how Al. Sarajishvili tries to reveal fake places in The Knight in the
Panther’s Skin. The examples are incomplete, but the researcher has one principle of
detecting fake places. He followed the plan he had devised to identify fake places in
the text of The Knight in the Panther’s Skin: the first was the artistic-content side,
the second the poetic dignity.

Throughout the research he defended his plan and found many places added

by the forger. Al. Sarajishvili falsely admitted 150 stanzas of the poem. Of these, 3
prologues and 4 epilogues.
Al. Sarajishvili's method turned out to be one-sided, because when he started
researching the poem, not all the manuscripts had been identified, which was
therefore unexplored and unprocessed. The language, style, and poetics of the classical
period were also not studied. Nevertheless, his research has left a deep imprint on
Rustvelology.
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