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Literature and Literary Theory

‘The Iberians’ _ An Unknown Novel by Arthur Suttner

Avtandil Nikoleishvili

Akaki Tsereteli State University
Kutaisi, Georgia
avtandil.nikoleishvili@atsu.edu.ge

A famous Austrian writer Arthur Gundaccar von Suttner lived in Georgia with his wife, Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate Bertha von Suttner for nine years (1876-1885) and occupied a significant
place in the history of Georgian culture. The impressions of the writer that are connected with
the life in our country were so deeply imprinted in his consciousness that the Georgian theme
became the main direction of his creative work. In the present paper, A. Suttner's unknown and
hitherto unpublished novel ‘The Iberians’ in its original language is analysed. At my request, Prof.
Tamaz Gvenetadze found the manuscript of the novel in the National Library of Vienna (Austria),
translated it into Georgian and published as a separate book. The novel reflects the situation created
in Georgia after its conquest by Russia with historical truth and in most cases clearly expressed

pro-Georgian point of view.
Keywords: Arthur Suttner, Georgia, Russia, war, German.

The famous Austrian writer Arthur Gundaccar von Suttner (1850-192) lived
in Georgia with his wife, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Bertha von Suttner for nine
years (1876-1885) and occupied significant place in the history of Georgian culture.
The impressions of the writer that are connected with the life in our country were
so deeply imprinted in his consciousness that the Georgian theme became the main
direction of his creative work.

Nodar Kakabadze did a lot to show Arthur Suttner’s merit to Georiga. When
analyzing works by the Austrian writer that were interesting in this regard, he also
referred to his unpublished novel ‘The Iberians’ and noted that the manuscript of this
novel was kept in the National Library of Vienna in Austria.

147



94040 BIHINNL LOBLINIBNBM JGN3IGLOSISNL 3(7033T, 2020, Ne2(16)

I was so fascinated by this information, that among the specialists in Germanic
studies, I was acquainted with, I began to actively search for someone who would
obtain the manuscript of the novel and translate it into Georgian. My attempt really
paid off and Professor Tamaz Gvenetadze, a translator living in Germany, became
interested in this issue.

To obtain the manuscript of Arthur Suttner's unpublished novel he contacted
the National Library of Vienna, obtained it, and not only translated it into Georgian,
but also published it as a separate book in 2020. So, Georgian readers were given the
opportunity to read the work, that has not been published in its original language,
before Austrian and German readers could.

Since the main purpose of creating Arthur Suttner's novel is to describe the
reality in Russian-occupied Georgia, ‘The Iberians’ can tentatively be considered to
be a historical novel. Although it does not depict the events of that time with factual
accuracy and among its characters there are not any well-known personalities from
the history of Georgia, to some extent the work still gives the grounds for saying this.

In particular, Arthur Suttner presents the situation created in Georgia as a result
of the Russian conquest of our country with historical truth and in most cases with
a clear pro-Georgian point of view. One of the manifestations of this is the fact, that
the national consciousness of some Georgian characters in the novel had already
been degraded as a result of the colonial policy pursued by the Russian government
in our country and they were on the path to russification.

The interest in Arthur Suttner's novel is essentially determined by the fact that
the writer also creates a somewhat idealized personal image of a Georgian patriot
actively fighting against the Russian imperial regime. I am referring to the main
character of the work, Ioane. The national-liberation struggle organized by him
(the man who was educated in Europe) is also exacerbated by the fact, that German
friends, who are in love with our country stand by him and are actively involved in
the struggle to accomplish such an important mission.

Arthur Suttner discusses the problem of restoring Georgia's state independence
in the context of international events. Although this issue is not specified in the
novel, it can be said from the author's narrative that, in this case, he refers to the
events that took place in Europe before the war of 1877-1878 and during its course.
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