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Marcus Fabius Quintilianusus (35-96 AD) is one of the most interesting writer, teacher, orator
and advocate of antiquity. His Institutio oratoria is a 12-volume book written in Latin, in which
the author offers theoretical research and practical advice on raising a good orator, a good man in
general, because, according to Quintilianus, it was impossible to be a good orator if you will not
be a good person - vir bonus dicendi peritus (12,1,3). Quintilianus' work has not been translated
into Georgian yet. He is not familiar for Georgian society, so we considered it expedient to trans-
late the work in order to make Quintilianus' interesting tips and opinions available for Georgian
readers interested in these issues, which have not lost their relevance even today. This passage can
be considered, to some extent, one of the first "textbooks" in the history of ancient literature, as

Quintilianus informs us about 110 Greek and Roman authors.
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Marcus Fabius Quintilianusus (35-96 AD) is one of the most interesting writer,
teacher, orator and advocate of antiquity. His Institutio oratoria is a 12-volume book
written in Latin, in which the author offers theoretical research and practical advice
on raising a good orator, a good man in general, because, according to Quintilianus, it
was impossible to be a good orator if you will not be a good person - vir bonus dicendi
peritus (12,1,3).

Quintilianus' work has not been translated into Georgian yet. He is not familiar
for Georgian society, so we considered it expedient to translate the work in order to
make Quintilianus' interesting tips and opinions available for Georgian readers inter-
ested in these issues, which have not lost their relevance even today. This passage can
be considered, to some extent, one of the first "textbooks" in the history of ancient
literature, as Quintilianus informs us about 110 Greek and Roman authors.

Quintilianus compares Greek and Roman authors, seeks in them not chronologi-
cal but "internal similarities", sorts the material by genres and epochs, manages to say
not only the main point in several sentences - what is interesting about this or that

author for the study of rhetoric, but also , In general, to form a correct conception of
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the authors and to give to each of them its rightful place, of course, according to their
own merits in the history of ancient Quintilianus displays a good knowledge and vi-
sion of literature, critical thinking, aesthetic and literary taste in presenting authors
of the classical and Alexandrian eras. He chooses the authors by the principle that the
future orator, in order to be the best orator, to achieve writing, reading and speaking
skills, must know which and how many authors to read, but he believes that quality
is more important then reading books and not the number of books read.

Quintilianus tries to be objective in his assessment of the Greek and Roman au-
thors; Always mentions the special qualities and merits of the Greeks, gives his place
to the Roman authors without undue fascination, but if he feels the need to do so, he
may proudly declare: We are stronger than the Greeks.

We tried our best to maintain accuracy with the original text. In some cases,
we would have preferred the text to be read more fluently in Georgian and not to
have sacrificed reading speed for accuracy - Quintilianus' attitude towards transla-
tion pushed us to do this: "I do not want translation to be just translation. This is why
I do not share the views of those who do not agree with the periphrasis of Latin prose,
for the reason that it unconditionally leads to bad results compared to the original
... We should not despair in searching for a better phrase already spoken, Latin is
not so weak and poor that one thinks that its expression can only be successful once
”(10,3,7), but he did not forget either, that the present text should provide the most
accurate representation of the original for students interested in studying classical
philology generally and Latin language.
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