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PTOLEMY SOTER ORDERING THE ERECTION OF THE ALEXANDRIAN MUSEUM.

byH300 1. 3¢megdg beaadgho 3ol dGABYVL 553mb Sergdlsbro@ools nbgmdo (Fygsee:
https://www.gettyimages.ie/ )

Picture 1. Ptolemy Soter ordering the erection of the Alexandrian Museum ( Source: https://www.
gettyimages.ie/ )

bg6smo0 2. 5e0gdlsbrahoob wgagbeat o Boderomn)3s, Bggdbowo 3gbahsgonwo AL
(figo®m: https://greekreporter.com/
Picture 3. Legendary Library of Alexandria, created by Generative Al (Source: https:/greekre
porter.com/ )
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L300 3. 5¢r9gbsbMools dodEOMmg3oL s3s, 1876. 30650 3Mmgd30s. Tbs@3sMo:
36mbBodnto (fgsmm: 8393300MHgmdoL LyyM3mYPO / 39BOL LryM09d0)

Picture 3. The Burning of the Library of Alexandria, 1876. Private Collection. Artist: Anonymous
(Source: Heritage Images/Getty Images)
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The origin of libraries has an ancient history and like so many things, its history begins
in ancient Greece and Rome. We find information about libraries not only in official
historical and scientific sources, but also in fiction, with such authors as: Aristophanes,
Callimachus, Apollonius of Rhodes, Ovid and others. In this article, we will focus on the

information provided by them about libraries in fiction.
Keywords: antique, library, fiction.

Library (Greek: mfAov < BipAiov — book; Greek: Orjxn) — repository) has
been a repository of cultural, historical, medical, religious or literary knowledge
for civilizations since ancient times. Thousands of years ago, libraries were not
of public purpose, here mainly scholars, scientists, philosophers and writers
gathered, created scientific treatises, translated works into different languages,
conducted research.

The history of the library depends, among other sources, on the literature that
mentions them from ancient times. I discovered that ancient library patrons put
the bodies of dead family members under their bookshelves. Marcus Antonius
gave Cleopatra the Great Library of Pergamon (with 200,000 copies). The Greek
poet Callimachus developed cataloging systems for libraries. Varo, a Roman
writer and scholar, was engaged in the work of the public librarian of Rome.
He produced a three-volume treatise on libraries. It was probably commissioned
as an ideological basis for Caesar’s expansion of Roman power (for details, see
Castillo1984: 231).

The most famous, ancient, library of Alexandria (3rd century BC) contained
fragments of records of ancient Greek writers; It was an institution that was
created to keep the memory of humanity intact and shape its future (Picture
1). The Romans referred to the goddesses who determined human destiny, or
destiny, as “librarians of the gods and keepers of their archives” (Castillo1984:
224-226).

Alexandrian scholars accomplished the most difficult task of preserving
the entire literary output of the Greeks, obtaining copies of famous works with
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extreme speed. They even embargoed all books shipped into their harbor before
copies could be made (Picture 2).

Hypatia of Alexandria, one of the most prominent Greek women scientists,
philosophers, mathematicians and astronomers of the ancient world, taught in the
library of Alexandria. He was the head of the Alexandrian Neoplatonic school.
Before the arrival of the Christians, Hypatia tried to bring out the Greek texts and
everything Greek, which was collected in the library of Alexandria, that was ever
written, and which forever changed our psyche and ideas. Otherwise, all human
memory would be vulnerable and doomed to eternal loss (Picture 3).

Libraries are generally seen as serious, if somewhat austere, environments,
so it may come as a surprise that it is in Aristophanes’ comedy “The Acharnians”
(first performed in Athens in late 425 BC) that the earliest literary reference to a
library is found.

Varro was an encyclopaedist who was appointed public librarian in Rome by
Julius Caesar in 20 BC. in 47 years. He was the only known ancient author who
was privileged to have a bust of his likeness installed in one of the major Roman
libraries while he was still alive (Pliny, HN 7.30.115). His treatise on the library
may have been commissioned as an ideological basis for Caesar to strengthen the
Roman Empire and connect with it world literature (Dix, T. Keith 1996: 59-60).

The history of large, pagan libraries was to continue several centuries later,
until 543, when the Emperor Justinian finally closed the temple of Isis in Philae,
Egypt, built under the same Ptolemy who built the library in Alexandria. Behind
the massive colonnade of the Temple of Philae, at least one massive room
functioned as a library (Dix, T. Keith 1996: 67-71).

Papyrus, on which most ancient Greek and Latin books were written, as an
organic material, was extremely vulnerable to decay, wear and tear. Aristotle
bequeathed his personal library to his student Theophrastus, but two generations
later, the collection of scrolls ended up in the hands of the “common people” in
Asia Minor. They did not know how to preserve its precious contents (Strab. ist.
13.1.54).

Realizing that the books were indeed very valuable, they hid them from the
book collectors sent to Pergamon by the wealthy Attalid dynasty. They wanted
to move the collection to their library. Unfortunately, the illiterate owners
of the books decided that they, like gold and coins, could be kept in a ditch.
The collection was horribly damaged by both moisture and fingers (too much
touching). Eventually, the collection was bought by someone who just loved
collecting books. He “restored” the texts in such an amateurish way that, when
they were finally published, the texts were found to be full of errors.
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Trimalchio’s libraries were superior to those of the emperor. Some wealthy
men did use the feast as an opportunity to display books they had never learned
(Seneca, 9.9.4).

Lucian wrote a diatribe in which he attacked the Syrian, an ignorant collector
of books. This rich man bought ships full of books, cut them up, poured glue,
cedar oil and saffron and stored them in purple silk and leather cases. But he
was deluding himself, because he “thought that with an abundance of books” he
could make up for his “deficient education.”

Pliny says that the existence of a library would in itself encourage his fellow
townsmen to study. His decision to give his city a library rather than shows or
gladiators was firm (Marshall 1976: 252-264). Pliny’s gift is important in the
history of ancient libraries. It appears to have been the first library ever donated
by a private individual to a city in the Roman Empire, but it was preceded by the
construction of libraries around the world.

The orator and philosopher Cicero valued his own collection of books and
regarded the library as the “mind” or “brain” of the family (ad Atticum IV.8).
Eunapius in his “Lives of the Sophists” (456 AD) dedicated to the famous
rhetorician teacher and literary scholar Longinus the completely flattering
epithet - “living library (bibliothéké empsychos) and walking museum” (Koch
1934:244-252).

Ovid in his “Tristies” showed that the library was very important for studying
literature, storing old stories and developing new ones based on them (Rodenbeck
2001-2:524-572). He addressed Tristia 3.14. to one of the librarians.
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