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Literature and Literary Theory

Akaki Tsereteli's Reception in Aka Morchiladze's Narrative
("Georgian Notebooks")

Nestan Kutivadze

Akaki Tsereteli State University
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Aka Morchiladze is one of the outstanding representatives of modern Georgian literature. In his
works Georgia's past and the artistic portraits of many historical figures are very well represented
through narrating specific dates and facts without much documentary accuracy. "Georgian
Notebooks" is this type of a book. In a centuries-long retrospective the article analyzes how active
the figure of a prominent Georgian poet and public figure of XIX century _ Akaki Tsereteli is
in such a cultural discourse when the aim of the author is not to create an independent opus
specifically about him. This narrative by Aka Morchiladze clearly shows that throughout his entire
career Akaki's figure cannot be bypassed and there are no periods when he is either less active or
isolated from socio-cultural events. An almost complete portrait of a distinguished writer is painted

by means of the fragments in the text.
Keywords: fragment, postmodernism, narrative, reflection.

Aka Morchiladze is one of the most distinguished and successful contemporary
Georgian writers, who has managed to make his texts attractive and interesting for
readers of different tastes that are mainly created using postmodernist aesthetics, not
to mention his critical discourse. The writer caught the attention of literary critics
immediately after the publication of his first works and a number of notable letters
were printed by scholars of various generations regarding the artistic characteristics
and worldview expressed in his work. From a thematic point of view, it is obvious
that the prose writer creates the artistic history of the XIX-XX centuries through
narrating specific dates and facts without much documentary accuracy. He describes
the essence of the event, the character of a person because this perspective is the key
point for him as a writer even when it comes to depicting a well-known historical
fact or a person. In this way, quite often, a multi-faceted portrait is created, of course,
seen from the author's prism, in which a kind of intrigue can be found.

"Georgian Notebooks" is a book of this type. It presents the fragments of the
socio-cultural life of Georgia in XIX century and the author calls them pictures. The
writer shows how this diverse and contradictory time is experienced, judged, and
interpreted from XXI century. Of course, the reader's curiosity is sharpened by the
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author's attitude towards more or less common views, by his subjective reflection,
especially when the book brings well-known events and figures to life.

In "Notebooks" a separate chapter is not dedicated to Akaki Tsereteli. However,
from the very beginning it was unthinkable to start or finish the story about Akaki's
century without creating the icon of the poet.

Through the method of detailed reading in the centuries-long retrospective there
is an attempt to observe how the figure of Akaki Tsereteli is active in such case when
the author does not aim to create an independent opus about one of the greatest
Georgian figures.

The passages of Akaki Tsereteli's life in Morchiladze's narrative will come to
the fore when talking about the turning points or cultural events in the history
of Georgia, when recalling well-known personalities and analyzing the details of
national dignity.

It is obvious that even the instant retrospective of the XIX century is unimaginable
without a monumental figure of Ilia Chavchavadze. In this case, there are no longer
major and minor topics, all perspectives acquire equal importance.

In Aka Morchiladze's consciousness, the names of Ilia and Akaki are paired like of
backgammon players. It should be noted that in general, the names of Ilia and Akaki
are paired in the consciousness of the Georgian nation as well. To prove this, it is
enough to recall Akaki Bakradze's book - "Ilia and Akaki" (Akaki Bakradze), as well
as the famous sculpture of Ilia and Akaki in front of the First Classical Gymnasium in
Thilisi (the author, sculptor: Valentin Topuridze, Iverieli, photo archive e-resource
http://dspace.nplg.gov.ge/handle/1234/207863).

Moreover, such a tandem allows him to highlight the different temperaments of
the two brilliant writers. Ilia Chavchavadze, who is very cautious in the game, and
Akaki _ a follower of "luck games", who always lost compared to Ilia.

The author continues the story about Ilia, but it is easy for the reader to notice
that even in this case the tandem is much more valuable than other people who are
fascinated by the game, even the players who Ilia played with and defeated him.
These few fragments clearly show the human sides of these two distinguished patriots
that moved always to the background when it came to state or socio-cultural events.

When we want to follow the formation of the public opinion of the XIX century,
the prominent Georgian public figure and publicist Dimitri Kipiani always becomes
a subject of special reflection and along with him Akaki Tsereteli's "Dawn" becomes
some kind of a milestone. Aka Morchiladze combined this work with another
noteworthy work by Akaki - "To the Dagger". In this way, he revived the roaming
story that "To the Dagger" was hung on the walls at a very critical time for the
Georgians and encouraged the nation. Aka Morchiladze rightly notes that it does not
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matter when this poem was written, because in this case, it is more valuable what
impact the particular text had, how it was perceived and what the reader's reflection
on it was.

It is natural that the author took an interest in the tragic story connected with
Akaki Tsereteli and the famous writer and publicist Ivane Machabeli. Morchiladze
judges the history full of difficult and unanswered questions in a consistent manner,
taking into account the information in the materials at his disposal. Aka Morchiladze
conveys his version in such a way that he tries to remain a neutral narrator and
a judge. He recalls the characteristic traits of Akaki, the features characteristic of
his personality as he considers such details, which are merely impossible to restore
and to know, to be of much importance. The judgment is completely transferred
to the moral realm. The position of the writer can be considered as an unanswered
question as there is no documental confirmation of the investigative case; otherwise
the position of Aka Mochiladze, as of a non-average Georgian, is quite clear.

According to the "Georgian notebooks", the figure of Akaki Tsereteli in the days
of the revolution of 1905-1907 is no less memorable than in real life. It has its own
logical explanation. The great poet translated "the Internationale", published the first
and the only issue of the Georgian weekly newspaper with cartoons - "Khumara"
(Joker). Because of that he had to stay in Metekhi prison for one day. This is perceived
as a kind of logical finale of the XIX century. Akaki Tsereteli ~ died in 1915, and
the second half of the 1910s marked the beginning of a truly qualitatively new
century that was more distinguished by revolutionary fanaticism than the end of the
nineteenth century.

The narrative by Aka Morchiladze made it clear that throughout his entire career
Akaki's figure cannot be bypassed and there are no periods when he is less active
or more or less isolated from socio-cultural events. Thus, his persona is related to
events such as Vorontsov's period and the optimism caused by it, Georgia's national
liberation movement against Russia, the 1905-1907 revolution. Akaki's devotion
to public affairs and his homeland is highlighted. The traits of contemporaries (I.
Gogebashvili, I. Machabeli, Vazha-Pshavela ...) preserved in Akaki's writings are
highly significant and should be taken into account. Also, his talents, humor and
human weaknesses are obvious: the passion for playing cards, constant debts, flirting
nature accompanied by the difficulty of family relationships.

It should be noted that Aka Morchiladze also creates an artistic narrative about
Akaki and personally dedicates a special TV show to him. He is also the author of the
text of a book-album published in 2015 on the occasion of the 175" anniversary of
Akaki Tsereteli's birth and the 100™ anniversary of his death. But it is noteworthy,
that the figure of Akaki is so active, important and impressive in the public cultural
life of Georgia in the second half of the XIX century and the first decade of the
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XX century that even when the narration about Akaki Tsereteli is not the author's
main goal, almost complete portrait of this great and distinguished writer, that is
multilayered and multifaceted at the same time, can still be painted by means of
separate fragments. At the same time, it should be noted that such fragmentation is
one of the important features of postmodern art, and Aka Morchiladze is one of the
prominent contemporary postmodern authors.
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