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Our article is about the titles of informative function in ancient Greek literature. We united
the titles in this function, which denotes the basic concept and core of the composition. The titles
of this kind are quite common in Greek literature as we have studied. In the following work we
tried to show what importance the informative titles have in ancient Greek literature. For example,
Lucian’s satire titled as — “Prometheus or Caucasus” gives us information about the mythological
hero Prometheus, who is related to the Caucasian mountain range. It should be mentioned, that
ancient prose has not been studied in terms of the title. Our article is a humble attempt to complete

this drawback.
Keywords: Prometheus, Caucasus, informative title.

Titles have different functions. The titles of carrying informative function are
quite common in Greek literature as we have studied. In the process of working, it
was quite hard to differentiate informative and other types of titles, as there are titles,
which have different functions and it is quite hard to determine them with only one
function.

Despite this, we selected 53 titles of 20 authors, which have informative function.
In the following work we tried to show what importance the informative titles have
in ancient Greek literature. For example, we say, that the title “Iliad” in Homer’s epic
poem tells us about battle stories of Troy, but the title “Subversion of Ilion” gives
us determined, specific information about the subversion of the city; Lucian’s satire
titled as — “Prometheus or Caucasus” gives us information about the mythological
hero Prometheus, who is related to the Caucasian mountain range; we united
Eschyle’s “Persians”, which denotes that in spite of the fact that the composition is
about the battle between Persians and Greeks, there is no Persian characters in it and
the tragedy gives us information about the defeated Persians with constant chain.

The title has the function to unite in itself the pragmatic and communicative
features and in addition to these characteristics it possesses this ability as it is para-
textual. It means that it is included in the text itself and also it exists out of the
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text. Para-textual elements have great importance in the process of interpreting and
conceiving the author’s work.

As we have already mentioned, titles have different functions. One of its functions
is informative function, which makes the reader refer to the main content of the
written work. The title of the text carries the core which is generated in the following
text and is spread in it. This type of titles dominates in ancient Greek literature.

We can include the following titles in informative function: “Theogony” by
Hesiod, “Crucified Prometheus” by Eschil, “Thesmophoria” by Aristophanes and so
on.

Connection between the text and the title changes and their relation between
each other might be direct, factual, symbolic and metaphoric. In any case, each
informative title comprises the information spread in the text.

The titles carrying informative function can be classified into the following
types:

Direct titles unite the kinds of the literal texts, which expresses the content of the
text with only one word. We included several titles in this type: Hesiod’s “Theogony”,
a genealogical poem, that became the basic scaffolding of Elin’s Olympic religion.
This poem represents the world about the origin of Gods and Heroes. As for another
work of Hesiod — “Works and Days”, it is didactic text and its title depicts the real
content of the whole work, giving useful advice to ordinary people, for example,
what to do according to the days and which day is more reasonable to do different
things. Eschil’s “Persians” attracts readers’ attention with its title. It describes the
defeat of Persian army fighting against Greek army. The title has only one word,
though, it consists of the information about the historical fact shown in the tragedy.

Factual are the titles which focuses on the specific fact and expresses it in a very
compressed way. The following are united in factual titles: “Released Prometheus”
by Eschil. The author related the title to the secret broken by Prometheus. The work
is not accomplished but its title informs us that Prometheus is set free and that his
release is related to the mercy of Zeus. As we can conclude, Prometheus told the
secret to Zeus and that’s why Zeus had pity on him and set him free, at the same time,
Zeus kept his own supremacy.

Symbolic are those titles which express the name of a person or a thing in a symbolic
way and associate readers to the content of the title with signals. We suppose, that
symbolic titles carry informative function and highlight the sophism and ability of
wise speech of Prometheus.

Metaphoric titles: as Aristotle said, “if the saying contains a metaphor, then itisa
puzzle”. Metaphoric titles are represented with the words having indirect meaning.
We can conclude Lucian’s “Prometheus or the Caucasus”, which gives us information
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about Prometheus’s crucifixion on the mountain rage of Caucasus. The title, in which
Prometheus is associated and identified with Caucasus, causes some kind of association
with Prometheus’s braveness and metaphorically refers to the Prometheus’s bravery
and unbreakable nature like Caucasus.

We tried very much to fit those four types of informative titles to the works of
ancient literature quite naturally. We think, it makes clear that ancient classical
literature is permanently modern.
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