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In a literary work, the central place is given to a person. The main subject of depiction
for the writer is a person and his society. In a written text, there are secondary characters
next to the main character, who are brought in by the authors for different purposes and
assigned certain (in many cases, key) functions by them. In the article, we will try to show
how the story of Lucius, the main character, turned into a donkey, develops throughout
the novel; What difficulties does the main character have to go through before returning
to his original state, and most importantly, what is the relationship between the main
character and the secondary characters. They often put the main character, Lucius, in an
unbearable situation, and sometimes, on the contrary, show tolerance and even empathy
towards him. The adventures of Lucius, full of difficulties, are made even more interesting
by the secondary characters, who present the main character in different situations and
show us his spiritual strength and unbreakability. In terms of their relationship with
the main character, secondary characters in Apuleius’s novel are grouped according to
certain signs/characteristics: interesting to the main character; unnamed characters;
characters that help the hero to achieve the desired goal; Characters who are represented
in the form of animals and birds, and whose symbolic signs or actions provide the main
character with certain types of information he needs; characters who pose a threat to the
main character; characters that push the plot; Characters who blame the main character...
These characters, of course, have different functions in the novel, but the goal is still
the same: to better present the main character, to reveal his character, to emphasize his

insightful mind, and to reveal the reader’s sympathy or antipathy towards the hero.

Keywords: main character, hero, secondary character, novel, prose, plot, action

development, characterization, metamorphosis, literature.

A novel is a long narrative literary work characterized by a complex plot.
Unlike a short story, it depicts a large circle of life events, interesting and
multifaceted lives of actors whose interests are intertwined. Mainly, the novel
tells about the life of the main character and his personality development,
however, along with the main characters, the secondary characters perform very
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important key functions, without which the plot of the novel would probably be
uninteresting and monotonous.

Apuleius’s “The Golden Donkey” or “Metamorphoses” is the only fully
preserved Latin novel in which the story of a man being transformed into a
donkey by magic is told, after which he is introduced to the miserable life of
people of different social classes, until he is transformed into a man again with
the help of the gods.

In world literature, there are many characters who, due to disagreement
with themselves, society or the world, or simply because of curiosity, turn into
someone else. This transformation is sometimes conscious, sometimes not (for
example, in the case of Lucius), sometimes it is illusory, sometimes it is real.
These fairy-tale, mythological transformations enrich the realistic narrative
with magical elements, add depth to the writer’s words and make an indelible
impression on the reader.

The mystery of transfiguration has, as superficial impulses, different types of
pretexts, for example, a specific conflict with oneself, society, the world, as well
as the unconscious, which implies that man was born separated from the natural
world and now returns to that bosom. Atonement for sin through conversion is
prominent in Hindu-Buddhist religions. In the world of Greek mythology, there
are many creatures that are a combination of man and animal (centaur, nymph,
mermaid, chimera).

The main thing that distinguishes the secondary characters of the ancient
novel from the characters of other genres is that often, the characters of other
genres are mythological or historical and are reinterpreted (Anderson 1994:
48-51). And the characters of fictional prose are only fictional, and it is much
more difficult to create a new interesting face. Below we will see how Apuleius
manages this in his novel The Golden Ass.

When we talk about any author, for example, Homer, we do not think about
Homer himself, but about his heroes - Achilles, Hector, Helen. This suggests the
importance of characters in the narrative, although secondary characters cannot
be given a certain independence in relation to the text, or reduced to certain
passages. We have to find a precisely defined function for them in relation to the
main characters.

Photida, whom Lucius loves, tells the hero what his master’s wife, Pamphile,
is like, what a cunning sorceress she is and how much evil she can do. Photida
tells Lucius: “You smelled like wine when you came. Like maddened Ajax, he
drew his sword boldly, only Ajax attacked the live cattle and slaughtered the
entire herd. And you turned out to be much braver, and under your sword, three
swollen Tikmao drank their souls (Apul. 3, 18).
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Photidaisalsointeresting in that she secretly attends the hero’s transformation
of alady into a bird. Lucius cheats Photida of magic ointment and applies it on his
body, but instead of a bird he turns into a donkey. It is thanks to Photida that the
main character is transformed (Apul. Gold.Ass,3, 21).

The theorists of modern literature argue a lot about avoiding the language of
the character and focusing on the concept of the hero. When it comes to reading
opinions, even more so, it will be justified in relation to secondary characters.
“Mind reading” usually refers to the ability to discern or understand another
person’s thoughts, emotions, or intentions without being able to express them
clearly through verbal or nonverbal communication. It is a concept often
depicted in science fiction, paranormal, and fantasy literature where characters
have supernatural or advanced technological powers that allow them to access
the thoughts and feelings of others.

In fact, mind reading as depicted in fiction does exist. Some people can read
each other’s minds in a way that is often portrayed in movies or books. Although
we can sometimes guess what someone is thinking or feeling based on their
expressions, body language, and verbal cues, only some have direct access to
another person’s thoughts and inner experiences.

In summary, “mind reading” implies a supernatural or advanced technological
ability to access the thoughts and emotions of others, while in reality it remains
a concept that exists in a fantasy form. There are several such characters with
Apuleius. These are: a telephone that senses from a distance what this or that
hero is thinking; Panthia, who knows without a word Lucius’ intention in this or
that situation; Aristomenes, who can read people’s thoughts (Apul.Gold.Ass, 2,
13-15; 3, 25-28; 7, 36)-

Usually, the names of characters play an important role in a fictional text.
Sometimes they represent a socio-psychological characteristic of a person, and
sometimes they show us one or another hero based on specific signs of character,
appearance, behavior, habits. In addition to this type of characters, there are
characters in the work who do not have specific identifying marks and are not
mentioned by name, however, from a functional point of view, they represent
a rather interesting product for both the author and the reader. In Apuleius’s
novel “The Golden Ass” secondary characters of this type belong to: Two women,
one of whom points to the main character of the other (Pantia), this man, now
lying dead on the floor, will soon be punished for his insult to me. Through the
woman’s words, the reader realizes that the main character is in danger. The plot
gets tense, the intrigue falls (1, 12) and others.

In terms of their relationship with the main character, secondary characters
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show certain signs/characteristics, according to which the main character appears
from a different angle. They arouse interest in the main character; Nameless
characters forcefully throw the hero into an unbearable situation; Some of
them help the hero to achieve the desired goal; Secondary characters, who are
represented as animals, pose a certain threat to the main character and cause
physical damage. Some characters strain the plot, while others blame the main
character and show a positive attitude towards him. These characters, of course,
have different functions in the novel, but the goal is still the same: to present the
main character better, to reveal his character, to emphasize his insightful mind,
and to show the reader’s sympathy or antipathy towards the hero.

Thus, as a result of the conducted research and analysis, we can conclude:
the secondary characters of Apuleius’ novel are gradually formed from their
introduction into the story until the end of their appearance (time). Authorial
characterization of these characters is a dynamic process and is always more than
just the sum of individual details in which the reader engages and receives new
information about the main character. The characterization of these characters
is the competence of the reader, along with the author. Secondary characters of
Apuleius are presented in a variety of ways - through comparison, conversation,
negotiation, balancing, evaluation-reevaluation, allusions. At the same time,
they mainly focus on questions - who, when, how. Often, their characterization
is understood as a complex narrative strategy. The way these characters are
presented is not easy. It includes the strategies of openness, implicit precision/
outlining, and intertextual association/dissociation.
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