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Zakaria Chichinadze is among those exceptional Georgian public figures, who
occupied a special place in the development of national culture, education and publishing
at the end of the XIX and in the first half of the XX centuries. Being an integral part of
the western part of the cultural-ethnographic space of Georgia, Adjara turned out to be
at the center of political and spiritual conflict in the XIX century. Under Ottoman rule
the existence of Georian language and culture in the region came under threat, as a
result the greater part of the discourse bearing national identity shifted into oral forms.
Oral tradition served as the alternative means through which local population managed
to preserve historical memory. Chichinadze’s activity in Adjara possesses ethnographic
as well as linguocultural aspects. The article aims to showcase Zakaria Chichinadze’s
multifaceted role in gathering and publishing oral texts, analyse and evaluate cultural-
political importance of his activity and identify his place in the development of Georgian

folkloristics and textology.

Keywords: Adjara, folklore, ethnography, text, publishing.
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Zakaria Chichinadze (1854-1931) is among those exceptional Georgian
public figures, who occupied a special place in the development of national
culture, education and publishing at the end of the XIX and in the first half
of the XX centuries. Chichinadze’s activity in Adjara possesses ethnographic
as well as linguocultural aspects and should be recognized as one of the most
importants stages of the history of Georgian culture, which goes beyond the
scope of folklore research only and is connected with the protection and revival
of national identity.

At the end of the XIX century Adjara was in a challenging social and
political environment , where the distinctiveness of Georgian culture was facing
serious challenges under Ottoman rule and religious transformation. Under
the circumstances oral tradition became not merely a form of creativity but a
mechanism for preserving memory, through which society preserved its own
historical and value foundations.

Zakaria Chichinadze’s interest towards oral texts should be considered
precisely in this context, as a necessary means of preserving cultural self-
awareness.

The essential aspect of the work of a famous scholar lies in the fact that oral
tradition is perceived not as a static material, but as a dynamic social and cultural
phenomenon.

Such a perspective differs from the research trends of that period, where
folklore was often regarded merely as an object of ethnographic collection.

Zakaria Chichinadze’s perception of the issue of identity reflected in oral
texts is of primary importance. Considering the social reality of Adjara, where
religious transformations played an important role, oral tradition reflected such
elements of cultural memory that enabled society to preserve its historical self-
awareness (Kakhidze 2004).

In this regard folklore functioned as a kind of “cultural archive” where not
only narratives were preserved but also value systems and ethical norms.

Zakaria Chichinadze’s contribution to folklore studies has not been studied
thoroughly in a monographic way, however, this circumstance does not mean
that his folklore activities have remained unnoticed.

At the end of the XIX and the beginning of the XX centuries he played an
important role in the process of preserving Georgian cultural memory. From this
perspective, his work is regarded as one of the significant stages in the history of
the developmet of Georgian folklore studies.
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The historical and cultural environment of Adjara in the XIX century was
marked by particular complexity, which significantly influenced the formation of
national identity in the region. Under Ottoman rule, the preservation of Georgian
language and culture became a difficult task, consequently, oral tradition became
one of the principal bearers of historical memory.

Zakaria Chichinadze paid special attention to the texts which reflected
the transformation of the identity of Georgian Muslims. The specific social
environment of Adjara created conditions under which historical and cultural
contradictions were reflected in oral texts.

It can be said that the work of Zakaria Chichinadze was a kind of complex
cultural phenomenon which combined folklore studies, textology and the study
of national identity. His publishing approach demonstrates that oral tradition
can become not only a part of cultural heritage, but also an active instrument for
shaping historical knowledge and public self-awareness.

The work of Zakaria Chichinadze in Adjara, particulary the search for and
interpretation of folklore texts, represents an important stage in the development
of Georgian scholarship and culture.

His work is based on scholarly precision and a sense of value-based
responsibility, which ensures the enduring relevance of his writings. His approach
to oral texts demonstrates that cultural memory constitutes the foundation of a
society’s identity, and that its preservation is possible through systematic research
and thoughtful interpretation.

The example of Zakaria Chichinadze’s activities demonstrates that oral
texts ,as a form of historical consciousness, retain particular significance within
the sphere of modern research.

His work lays the foundation for the view that the preservation and
transmission of cultural heritage are not limited merely to maintaining it, but
also require its intellectual interpretation and social actualization.
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