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Literature and Literary Theory

Literary Ontotextology - Miniatures of Givi Margvelashvili

Guranda Gobiani

Kutaisi University

Kutaisi, Georgia
guranda.gobiani@unik.edu.ge

Any science, including ontology, postulates the reality of the external world. Ontology
is a philosophical doctrine about the essence of life, or existence. Literary ontotext, i.e.
the so-called literary “game” is an integral element of the postmodernist paradigm,
centered on a theme, a story with real characters, everyday events, life challenges, and
deconstructive texts. The polyvariance of reality, experimentation, deconstruction of
classical texts, playing with text construction and ontotext are the main driving force of
the work of the modern German-speaking Georgian writer Givi Marvelashvili. With his
miniatures, ontological confusion of fiction and reality, illusion and reality, with a kind of
postmodernist simulation, Margvelashvili creates a highly interesting and experimental
text, which transports us into a rather extensive and diverse intertextual world. The main
themes of Margvelashvili's ontoliterature are living faces of literary characters who exist
now, in the present moment, and are trying to turn the wheel of destiny (story) in the
right direction in order to bring back the lost “merriness” at least in the world of books,
from which the true, real existence has been emptied for a long time. According to the
laws of the book world, this is possible because, in the writer's view, the world is a book-
like dimension, and it is the reader or reading that give them a sense of reality and vitality.

That is why the author tries to awaken the reader with his “oncontextological rebuke.”

Keywords: literary ontotextology, postmodernism, text deconstruction, intermediate

elements.

Any science, including ontology, postulates the reality of the external world.
Ontology is a philosophical doctrine about the essence of existence, which, unlike
gnoseology (which studies cognition), studies events in terms of the regularity of
objective reality.

Literary ontotext is considered an organic part of the so called literary “game”
with its specific, aesthetic means and is an integral postulate of the postmodernist
paradigm, which focuses on a theme, a story with real characters, everyday
events, life challenges and deconstructive texts. The polyvariance of reality,
experimentation, deconstruction of classical texts, playing with text construction
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and ontotext are the main driving forces of the work of Givi Marvelashvili, a
modern German-speaking Georgian writer, who made a significant contribution
to the development of European postmodernism and left a serious mark in the
field of deepening intercultural literary communication.

The publication of Givi Margvelashvili's works in Germany started only in
the 90s and in fact, Margvelashvili's identity, due to his biographical gales, is
neither German nor Georgian, and as the philosopher Givi Zedania puts it, he
has a 'hyphen identity’, that is an identity, which is called German-Georgian, 'his
biography and writing can be thought of as a whole ontotext, and “throwing”
into a foreign environment as the main theme of his life and his literary texts.

“Ontotextological attempts to repel the blows of fate in the regions of the
world of books and verse” - this is how the German-speaking Georgian writer
- Givi Margvelashvili - explains the load of his prose-poetic miniatures, and, as
Naira Gelashvili points out, this is how the subtitle of his collection of miniatures
was formulated, which was published in Berlin in 1992 under the title “Der
ungevorfene Handschuh” (‘The glove not thrown away’) (Margvelashvili, 2018:
9), and in 1998, in Georgia, the publishing house "Caucasian House" published
Margvelashvili's miniatures in Russian under the preface of Naira Gelashvili,
entitled "I xumxHbIA nepconax”, later, in 2006, the same publishing house
published it in Georgian with Naira Gelashvili's foreword (translation belongs to
Naira Gelashvili) under the title — “I am the book hero”. In 2018, the collection
of miniatures was published for the second time by the publishing house “Aloni”,
accompanied by both forewords by Naira Gelashvili. The collection of these
small miniatures became the inspiration for our research, which includes only a
few of Margvelashvili's countless miniatures, in particular, up to 55 texts, but this
number is enough for the reader to “to be lured” into his ontotextological “route”
and make him feel either as a locked character of the texts or like “an employee
of the book world division”.

The source of the emigrant writer's “ontotextological attempts” is the
deconstruction of classical texts, which includes a biblical narrative (“Isaac’s
escape to Bethlehem”; “Expulsion from time as described in the Holy Scripture”;
“Timely relocation of the book hero”; “On the cross of perception”; “Backward
Angel” ...) as well as Georgian and European themes (“This is how the suffering
of plants in love ended”; “Brotherhood Cemetery”; “Save the eagle”; “A window
in the picture”; “Hamlet’s being or not being”; “A letter to Trojan Horse”...).
Consequently, foreign elements in his artistic production are as from literary
origin as other fictional systems (e.g.: fine arts) and actual everyday texts, and
belong to the field of pseudo-intertextuality. In this regard, the target text of the
study was the miniature “A Window in the Picture”, where a foreign element is
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borrowed from the fine arts, in particular, the pretext is Picasso's famous painting
“Rendezvous”, which was created by the genius artist in 1900 during the so-called
“blue” period of his activity and then he used this theme many times in his work.

By means of hints and imitations of the canvas the author of the miniature tries
to convey invisible and emotionally inaccessible feelings, which the characters
may have been experiencing . Using performance and reference, Margvelashvili
creates a kind of magical reality in the phenotext, which is the reason for the
author's choice - to include in the prose text a specific element taken from other
media, in particular, a specific element taken from classical painting — “amorous
hugs”.

The title of the text — “A Window in the picture” already indicates that we are
dealing with ontotext. In the picture “The Workers of the World Division® they
manage to enter the famous picture silently through the small window left in the
picture and "turn over® the classic story. The text consists of two parts. The first
part describes the picture in detail with naturalistic precision. ”It’s Picasso. This
is shown by the abstract simplicity of the place” (Margvelashvili, 2018: 107). The
author begins his miniature with these words, and then tries to "sneak in“ the
reader through the very window through which the "division workers" manage
to temporarily release the characters of the picture The reality of the painting
seen from Margvelashvili's viewpoint is as follows: there are only those items
that are needed for a hug and nothing else - a bed and a chair, where they can put
clothes on after hugging.

The mysterious, passionate hugs of the man and the woman in the painting
have been around since 1900 and will continue to be so forever, because “it is
not always easy to persuade the characters of the already established, great texts
to act against what is already written (i.e. against their own story and theme)
to avoid the blow of fate or constant pressure“. The first part of the miniature
ends with a rhetorical question, which implies a question in itself and a strong
emotional “protest” - is it possible to spend so much time in such a passionate
hug?! And they cannot move away from each other, neither can they can take
their breath, no can they have a rest - the answer is read in the second part of the
miniature text.

The hidden reformers of fatal texts face a serious problem. They have to
manage to close the window of the “hug” picture and temporarily release the
eternally “hugged” characters. “And now, a sigh of relief is heard, an expression of
incredible joy, and they move away from each other.... It turns out how beautiful
faces they have had” - we read in the text. For more convincingness and a sense
of reality, the author even introduces a real character in the miniature, one of the
workers of the drawing ‘World Division’ - Vato - who brings in a tray “heavy”
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with champagne and sandwiches for a couple tired of eternal hugs. However, for
them, this amazing feeling of freedom is only temporary and short-lived, for the
simple reason that their “love hug is a world-famous hug: it belongs to Picasso”.

Based on all the above, it should be noted that Givi Margvelashvili with
his miniatures, on the basis of ontological confusion of invention and actuality,
illusion and reality, with a kind of postmodernist simulation, creates a highly
interesting and experimental text, which takes us into a fairly vast and diverse
intertextual world.

The characters of the miniature, like the protagonist of all his literary texts,
are asking for help. They no longer want to live in a “closed picture/book”, they
suffocate and wait for the real evaluator/ reader to get rid of the closed topic/
space, “tight and impassable clutter” and in at least texts if not in real life people/
characters could be able to see the essence of the desired being through the literary
“game”, which, in the writer's opinion, will give the world more merriness and
a sense of reality. This is, after all, one of the most important and in-depth loads
of Givi Margvelashvili's "ontocontextological attempts", which is so valuable for
both Georgian and German literary studies and, in general, for Georgian-German
cultural relations.
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