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The article addresses the issue of women as the best crisis managers, planners, and
the best solution finders in crisis situations according to the following comedies written

by Aristophanes “The Thesmophorians”, “Lysistrata”, “Assemblywomen”.
Keywords: antique literature, comedy, women, crisis managers.

In Aristophanes' comedy "The Thesmophorians", a crisis situation is created
for women when Euripides appears to violate their dignity. Euripides “threw
the name of the woman in the dirt, humiliated and insulted them. Wherever
he saw the choir, the poet and the audience, he cursed women everywhere"
(Arist. Thess. 386-9). Euripides portrayed women in his tragedies as murderers,
gossipers, drunkards, and traitors. The women unanimously agree that Euripides
"threw the woman's name in the dirt" and at their meeting unanimously state
that their first enemy is Euripides, as he paints in his tragedies only incompetent,
traitorous and cruel women, and he does not say a word about the faithful and
the worthy ones.

In search of a way out of the crisis, in Aristophanes' comedy "The
Thesmophorians" the women decide to take a revenge on Euripides and sentence
him severely. To carry out their plan, they choose the feast of Thesmophoria.
Noteworthy is the fact that Thesmophoria was a public holiday exclusively
only for women dedicated to the goddess Demetrius (Park 1986; 41-43). As this
celebration lasted for three days, such massive departure of women from their
homes would certainly bring some dissonance to the rhythm of the ordinary life
of the citizens. The celebration of Thesmophoria would definitely need to be well
organized, for which two women were chosen - as officials to ensure throughout
the year that the procession of women to Thesmophorion was provided and
organized with all necessary conditions. It was the celebration of Thesmophoria
that allowed women to govern themselves independently even for a limited
period of time (Bell 1986: 89-90). In addition to all of the above, it is likely that
the celebration of Thesmophoria in the classical era acquired a new purpose - this
was due to the fact that women - in quite limited living conditions - were allowed
to come together and solve their own problems during this ritual (Park 1986:
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92). Thesmophoria's holiday was the best background to portray the problem
of female characters. It was the only time during the whole year when women
from all over Greece could come together, raise painful issues for them and take
care of their solution. One such urgent issue and crisis situation in Aristophanes'
comedy was the issue of the relation of women to the poet Euripides.

Women plan the solution step by step from the created crisis situation;

1. Organize a mass march to Thesmophoria.

2. They convened a meeting. Men do not even have the right to vote or
attend the meeting. These cases are solved in secret by women and they
are their own masters.

3. Afteridentifying the only defender of Euripides - the disguised Mnesilocos
—the women tied him to a pillar and supervised him.

4. They cite arguments in response to Mnesilocos' arguments.

5. They made a mutual agreement with Euripides.

In order to find a way out of the crisis, women achieve their goal as a result
of the actions they have planned and implemented; It is true that Euripides
survived, but he promised that women would never hear again his curse towards
them. The signing of a mutual agreement between women and Euripides in the
finale of the comedy of course leads to the victory of women and the successful
resolution of a crisis situation by them.

If Euripides is the central problem of the crisis situation of women in "The
Thesmophorians" and it is directed towards him, in the comedy "Lysitrata" the
main problem of women is such an essential issue as war (Taaffe 1993: 60). The
comedy presents a confrontation between two attitudes towards war - men who
embrace bloody wars and women who aspire to a peaceful life.

Women are well aware that there is something more important than family
affairs, and this is an important issue for the salvation of the country, and women
decide to take on this task because they have seen that men are unable to fulfill
this mission due to their unwise decisions and incessant struggle for money. The
men thought that war was only a matter for men, but it turned out that first of all
women suffered from war, as they raise their children without a father, mothers
send them to the battlefield, women sleep alone, young people grow old without
affection. Husbands, in turn, can marry to young wives into an old age (Arist.
Lysistr. 100; 110; 525; 595).

To get out of this crisis, women decide to ban men from carrying weapons
and the stupid rule of fleeing from one battle to another. In order to achieve
their goal, the women are not even afraid of taking the power. Women plan to
carry out their plan in stages; they will occupy the Acropolis and impose their
own conditions on the men: "If you need money for a house, or for meat will
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give it to you, but not for war" (Arist. Lister. 1065). It should be mentioned that
in this crisis situation the women characters of Aristophanes’ comedy are ready
to take up weapons, shoot everything, but do not give in; They have four armed
detachments, which are ignited by anger (Arist. Lysistr. 465-75), But at the same
time women do not lose their femininity (Taafe 1993: 60). In a crisis situation,
women feel the need to unite their will against men. Lysistrata declares: "We will
overcome them if we do not quarrel with each other" (Arist. Lysistr. 767). As for
men, in this crisis situation, try to twist the necks of women in time and teach
them to be smart until the affairs of men go completely wrong (Arist. Lysistr.
677), but when they saw that all the women unanimously left the bedrooms,
and the women's strike was very firm and unanimous - the men recognized the
reasonableness of the women's request and decided to follow the women's will.
The men decide to send an ambassador to Lysistrata, and the common task is
handed over to her - they ask her to reconcile the Spartan-Athenians. Lysistrata
only allows Athenian and Spartan men to take their wives when they swear
fidelity to one another. In this comedy, the women, who have a prominent
leader - Lysistrata, successfully deal with a crisis situation - the neutralization of
the genius of war.

Women as very good crisis managers are well represented in a comedy after
Aristophanes called “Assemblywomen”. In this comedy, a crisis situation is created
when men, through their recklessness, lead the society to an economic and moral
crisis. In this comedy, the crisis situation of women is directed towards a political
system created by men in general, in which women had not participated before.
When women were free, they did not have the right of full citizenship and their
activities were limited to family activities (MacDowell 1995: 10-15). All spheres
of political life were closed to them and they could not participate in the solution
of state affairs. Women want to establish women's power in the country for the
following reasons:

e The city is ruled by dishonest people and the state is on the verge of

collapse because of them;

e Women are smarter and more active than men, they are not characterized
by excessive flattery, they are not deceived by anyone as they themselves
are masters of lies, they will forget robbery, the envy of a loved one, there
will not be poor, naked and hungry people, because most of the women
are mothers and they do not sacrifice the children they give birth to for
this misfortune;

e It isa great honor in Athens to be chased by the news, to hate the old,
to ridicule the existing, only the women's government has not been
experienced in Athens, let's try this too, as we trust women with money,
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house and farm;

e  Women know that power is in unity and they call on one another: "Let
us gather together, let us be vigilant, so that the sudden calamity does
not destroy our common cause for the salvation of the country ” (Arist.
Assembly Wom 483-90).

The central character of the comedy is Praxagora, who plans a way out of the
created crisis situation. Praxagora secretly gathers Athenian women disguised as
men early in the morning in order to achieve the transfer of power to the women
of Polis by a numerical advantage gained at their Assembly. She thinks that
only women can save this society. Indeed women steal men’s clothing and as a
result of their superiority in the Assembly power was given to women in Athens.
Praxagora tries in every way to show the advantages of women's governance such
as the eradication of injustices, poverty, superstition and the creation of a common
property in which everyone will have a share. Praxagora with her argumentative
opinions manages to defend her own ideas, convince male opponents and gain
their support.

Women in the comedy “Assemblywomen" appear not only as a substitute
for an unjust political system, but also for the entire formation. They gradually
plan and implement the solution to the created crisis situation; 1. Women take
the form of men, dress themselves in clothes, stick beards and moustaches, raise
their voices and try to speak masculinely - with a sense of dignity. 2. Women
have a numerical advantage in the Assembly vote for the establishment of
women's power in the country. It is true that the implementation of the program
developed by women turned out to be quite awkward due to the inconveniences
that accompanied its realization, but in the comedy, women appear to be the best
planners and implementers of this crisis situation. Women's gynocracy crashed
in Athens, not because women were unable to surpass men in gaining power over
them, but because their ideas were utopian and absurd (Gordeziani).

Aristophanes’ comedies, as they usually do, give us a very interesting picture
of women as the best crisis managers who find a way out of the created crisis
situation, plan their steps and successfully implement them to carry out their
plan.
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