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Secondary characters have a large role in opening the faces of the main characters.
In ancient epic poetry, the character of the main character, his courage or impotence,
appears through secondary characters. Secondary characters, in many cases, help the
main characters to overcome this or that difficulty or obstacle. There are cases when the
secondary characters, instead of helping the main characters, on the contrary, hinder
them from achieving the set goal. Secondary characters, of course, may not receive as
much attention as the main characters, such as Achilles, Jason, Medea, or Aeneas, but
they are often more effective than epic characters. In the article we show the function
of such secondary foreteller characters in ancient epic texts. They make it easy for the
main characters to overcome the difficulties of the road and offer wise advice, which will

eventually lead the heroes to the desired results.
Keywords: secondary character, epic poetry, ancient hero, literature.

Secondary characters have a large role in opening the faces of the main
characters. In ancient epic poetry, the character of the main character, his courage
or impotence, appears through secondary characters. Secondary characters,
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in many cases, help the main characters to overcome this or that difficulty or
obstacle. There are cases when the secondary characters, instead of helping
the main characters, on the contrary, hinder them from achieving the set goal.
Secondary characters, of course, may not receive as much attention as the main
characters, such as Achilles, Jason, Medea, or Aeneas, but, they are often more
effective than epic characters.

In the article we show the function of such foreteller secondary characters
in ancient epic texts. They make it easy for the main characters to overcome
the difficulties of the road and offer wise advice, which will eventually lead the
heroes to the desired results.

In ancient epic texts, in addition to those with ordinary human qualities or
powers, foreteller characters are actively involved. Their functional purpose is to
warn the protagonist in advance of impending danger or joy. Through them, the
main characters successfully complete this or that task, which is imposed by the
will or destiny of the gods.

In this regard, an interesting character from the "Odyssey" is the old
Halistheres - a birdman, who spoke to the Ithaca people when two eagles flew
over the Ithaca houses with a strong flutter of their wings. Halisteres says: “Listen
to me, Ithaca, I say this word for the sake of the bridegroom. They are in great
danger. Odysseus should no longer be far from home. Somewhere near him,
perhaps, he is preparing death for the bridegrooms, and not only for them, -
many inhabitants of remote Ithaca will face a dark day "(Hom., Odysseus, 2,155-
160).

An interesting character is foreteller Theoclimenes, who tells Penelope: “-
Odysseus's worthy wife. Your son did not really know. Here I will tell you and
trust my word. The sworn Zeus and Odysseus Keria swear that the owner of
this house is here, in his native Ithaca. Somewhere nearby he spins and prepares
to kill insolent bridesmaids. The appearance of an eagle in Pylos still told me
this story when we were about to board a ship ”(Hom., Odysseus, 17: 150-160).
Theoclimenes awakens the expected joy of Penelope and announces that her
husband will be back soon.

In the first book of the Argonauts, when the heroes lose Heracles on the
way and are deeply saddened by this, Apollonius of Rhodes mentions the divine
foreteller - Glaucus, who addresses the men: He is destined to perform and
perform all twelve tasks for the merciless Evristeus in Argos, and then do a few
other things as if the domestic were to live among the immortals; Therefore do
not worry about it "(Apol., Rod., Arg., 1, 1310-1320). The foreteller's function
is to disturb the heroes and convince them that nothing bad will happen to
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Heracles, He explains to the Argonauts how Heracles will perform the twelve
Tasks.

There are prophecies that are not obligatory for him to reveal, and if the
latter dares to do so, God will punish him accordingly. That's how the foreteller
Phineas was punished for pre-disclosing messages. He was telling everyone what
to expect. In describing his portrait, the author emphasizes that he was old, blind,
and that his punishment was that the harpies were eating food (2, 330-350). In
the fifth book of "Aeneid" there is such a secondary character - old Navte, whom
the author refers to as "educated" and "famous with great knowledge". In this
way he can tell Aeneas what causes the wrath of the gods, what fate prepares him
for.

In the ninth song of "Odyssey", when the protagonist fills the eyes of Cyclops
Poliphemus, when he leaves, the protagonist will call him, if someone asks
you who opened your eyes, tell him, Laertes' son, Odysseus. Polyphemus will
immediately remember and say, the foreteller Telemos predicted that someone
Odysseus would fill his eyes. Here the foreteller Telemos is important in that he
knows in advance how Odysseus will punish Cyclops. The fact that the clever
hero escaped peacefully from the Cyclops cave was both the will of the gods and
the result of the hero's own efforts.

In the tenth book of Aeneid, when Aeneas meets the goddess of the sea, who
also has the gift of meaning, tells the protagonist that if he believed his words, he
would see the corpse of countless rituals in the field.

In view of all the above, we can conclude that the secondary foreteller
characters are distinguished by the fact that they announce in advance to the
main characters what awaits them, which, of course, makes it easier for the hero
to perform this or that difficult task.
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