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Literature and Literary Theory

Paul Chavchavadze — Georgian emigrant writer reflecting the Russian Bols-
hevik policy

Monika Jitchonaia

Akaki Tsereteli State University
Kutaisi, Georgia
Jitchonaia.monika@atsu.edu.ge

This article relates to a Georgian emigrant writer — Paul Chavchavadze and his creativity in
America. The work entitled “Marie Avinov — Pilgrimage through hell”, is in fact a memoir. The
notes of historical value were gathered and turned into a real, literary masterpiece. Our interest
towards the book was mainly caused by the fact that it directly reveals the epoch viciousness. The
policies of a Bolshevik government became the reason for the deportation of many emigrants. The

fate of the Russian aristocrats was also determined by that policy.
Keywords: Emigrant, Aristocrat, Homeland.

After the occupation of our country by Soviet Russia and the Soviet Union,
many Georgian patriots, including the writers, had to leave their homeland
forcibly. One of them was the famous prose writer - Paul Chavchavadze (1899-
1971), who left for permanent residence in the United States in 1926. He worked
for some time for the Red Cross and had the opportunity to see many countries
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of the world. According to Professor Rusudan Daushvili, although Paul found
himself'in emigration at a very young age, he did not forget the Georgian language
(Daushvili 2014). He befriended Georgian emigrants, who often gathered in New
York. He was one of the founders and active member of the Georgian community
(association).

Paul Chavchavadze served in the army during the Second World War. He later
began writing. His first novel — “Family Album” (1949) is an autobiographical
work. In one of the chapters of the novel, the writer describes the days spent
in Tsinandali. His second novel, Mountains of Allah (1952), aroused great
interest among a wide range of readers. It describes Shamil’s attack on David
Chavchavadze’s family. P. Chavchavadze also owns the novel “Father Vikenty”
(1955).

In the 1960s, on the advice of writer — Vladimir Nabokov, Paul translated
the book “Only One Year” by Svetlana Alliluyeva (the daughter of Stalin) from
Russian into English (Ebralidze 2013:9).

Information about Paul Chavchavadze can be found in many foreign sources.
In particular, in publications such as: “The New York Times”, “The New Yorker”
(American Journal of Critical Letters, Essays, Investigative Reports, Prose and
Poetic Texts). Etc (Hellman 1949).

As it is known, one of the main victims of the October Revolution of 1917
became the Russian aristocracy, many of whom in 1917 either left Russia or died
as a result of repression. The mentioned period turned out to be quite difficult for
those who stayed in the country. The new regime perceived the aristocratic class
as enemies. Therefore, people thought only of survival, while those who chose
the path of emigration believed that soon they would return to their homeland
(bbc.com; 03.03.2021).

“Marie Avinov: Pilgrimage through hell” is a clear proof of this. The tragic
episodes of the life of the representative of Russian aristocracy — Marie and her
husband Nika Avinov is narrated in a deeply impressive way in this memoir-style
fiction. The interest towards the work is determined by the fact that the writer at
the same time reflects the dark sides of the Soviet politics in a broadly generalized
form.

“Marie Avinov” was published in 1968. The work definitely impresses readers.
These notes were handed over to Paul Chavchavadze at the request of his author.
The foreword to the book indicates this (Chavchavadze 1968: 10). In particular,
Marie Avinov thanks her friend Jane Nickerson as he spared no effort to prepare
the materials for the mentioned book. “Without this groundwork I might never
have brought these memoirs to the attention of Paul Chavchavadze, and this book
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might never have been written.” Says Marie Avinov (Chavchavadze 1968:10).

One of the articles mentions that the book “Marie Avinov-Pilgrimage through
hell”, was co-authored by Paul Chavchavadze. The author of the mentioned
article also tells that Paul made great effort while working on these memoirs
together with Marie (kutaisipost.ge. 04.03.2021); Avinov considers that Paul’s
effort became the real gift for her. According to these words, we can conclude
that they were close friends. So it was not difficult for him to show the real
character of Marie Avinov and to share her life experience with the readers.

The book is not translated into Georgian yet. The story itself attracts the wide
range of American readers.

Marie’s life story is dramatic. Her husband — Nika is a patriot who considers
it to be his duty to protect his country, when his homeland needs this most of
all. The work of a biographical nature is inspirational. Most of Marie’s life was
devoted to the struggle for survival and coincided with the Lenin-Stalin era.

After the Russian Revolution, Marie and Nika were under the supervision of
“Cheka”. Nika was arrested eight times. Marie was deported to Central Asia.

The impressive memoir genre provides a vivid picture of life in pre-
revolutionary Russia. Marie Avinov was one of the Russian aristocrats, who
miraculously survived the revolution at first, then the wrath of Lenin and Stalin
and finally the Germans.

The work describes examples of the death penalty for people accused of being
anti-communists by the Stalinist government. Fortunately, Marie survived this
ordeal thanks to a happy accident.

The value of Paul Chavchavadze’s book lies in the fact that it exposes the vices
of the epoch and the authorities.
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