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All the fundamental linguistic researches of the 18th-19th centuries provide very interesting
and valuable information about the verb, its categories and the derivative affixes. Clearly, for a
variety of reasons, a number of these views have only historical significance today, although there
are some valuable observations from the present point of view. The paper discusses grammatical
works of Zurab Shanshovani, Anton Bagrationi, Gaioz Rector, Davit and Ioane Bagrationi, Varlam
Eristavi, Ioane Kartvelishvili, Solomon Dodashvili and Platon Ioseliani. All Georgian grammarians
of this period consider the verb as an independent part of speech and give its characterization.
However, it is indisputable that the provisions referred to by Anton I regarding the verb categories
became a kind of basis and impetus for the grammarians of the later period, as his grammar is the
first fundamental linguistic work of the Georgian language. Many different, interesting opinions
have been expressed about the verb by some grammarians of the later period, while some reject a

number of valuable remarks of Antony.
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The history of grammatical thinking has its origins in the Greek world. Greek
grammatical doctrine (mainly from Dionysus of Thrace) was the source of Latin
grammar, and through the latter it spread almost all over the world. The Greek-
Latin template is clearly seen not only in the naming and definition of parts of
speech, but also in conveying other general concepts.

Although the history of Georgian grammatical thinking is more or less studied,
many issues are still in question. We have not seen any work before the 18th
century that thoroughly covered grammar issues. So far, we have not got any
previous grammar materials besides the works of Zurab Shanshovani dated 1737
and Anton the Catholicos 1753 and 1767.

In 1881 Prof. A. Tsagareli published “A short grammar of the Georgian
language created by Z. Shanshovani in 1737” in St. Petersburg. The author
distinguishes eight parts of speech, one of them being a verb. Its categories are
also discussed. General issues (distinguishing categories and subcategories) are
more or less acceptable, but as soon as it comes to the distribution of Georgian
verb material according to these categories, the author is largely mistaken and
gives inconsistent examples. This applies not only to verb but also to other parts
of speech. In the scientific literature, it has been suggested that Shanshovani did
not write the grammar of the Georgian language, but translated the Armenian
grammar into Georgian.

Georgian grammatical thinking originates from the works of Anton Bagrationi.
He was the creator of the first, fundamental linguistic work of the Georgian
language and, thus, the founder of Georgian grammatical thought. Anton
Bagration created the first version of grammar in 1753, in which the definitions
of concepts followed the Latin-Armenian tradition.

In the second edition (1767) the data of Greek, Latin, French, Italian, German
and Russian languages are additionally provided, which is indicated by the author
himself.

The verb, of course, is separated by Anton as an independent part of speech and
gives its two definitions. According to Anton, verbs can be derived from nouns,
adjectives, verbal nouns, participles, prepositions, conjunctions and interjections.

It is noteworthy that verbs are divided into finite and non-finite forms and
only 8 categories are indicated. Anthony focuses on the verb and its functions,
and therefore distinguishes between simple and complex verbs, indicating some
of their properties as well.

Anthony focuses on the verb prefix and its functions, and therefore
distinguishes between simple and complex verb prefixes, indicating some of their
properties as well.
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The verb has two numbers: singular and plural. Defective verbs in number
are also separated. There are five kinds of gender (in modern sense mood). Both
versions of the grammar indicate that a stem can be simple if it is not related to
the root of another noun or verb, and complex if two nouns are connected to
denote a whole.

First of all, there is a lack of material analysis with Anton, but the fact of
distinguishing almost all the signs of a verb in itself should be considered the
greatest linguistic discovery. Conjugation is also widely represented in grammar.
The author distinguishes three tenses of the verb: present, past and futute.

Gaioz Rector's work was the first printed Georgian grammar in Georgian. It
must be printed in Mozdok between 1796-1804. Gaios was a disciple of Anton
the Catholicos, and obviously his grammar could not go beyond the influence
that manifests itself in the definition of grammar and its parts, as well as in the
terminology or understanding of individual issues. He often points out directly:
"See in detail in the great grammar of Antony", although there are many
original and noteworthy opinions in his grammar. Many interesting opinions
are expressed about the verb, different from Antony, and sometimes many of
Antony's valuable remarks are overlooked.

Gaioz has a careful observation about the verb prefixes (nothing like Anton).
Gaios pays great attention to the paradigms of conjugation. According to Antony,
the basis for dividing the conjugation into groups was the endings of the verbs in
these groups, and he considered all five vowels as the final signs. Obviously, such
a definition was artificial, but no less artificial is the Gaioz’s division.

David Bagrationi’s grammar is also noteworthy, whose six manuscripts are
well known. The paper is written from beginning to end in a question-and-
answer manner and seems to have been intended for school. The description of
the verb is done exactly according to Anton, and the difference in the definitions
is only slightly nuanced.

Among the original works of Ioane Bagrationi, the encyclopedic work
"Kalmasoba", which was being written for 15 years and was completed in 1828,
deserves special mention. In defining the verb, Ioane combined the provisions of
Gaioz and David Bagration, as for the categories, they mainly follow the grammar
of Gaioz. Later Ioane wrote a second grammar, which was not printed, lthough
none of the provisions of the previous grammar are included in it.

Varlam Eristavi's work is the first Georgian grammar in Russian and, as it is
considered, is the shortest of the existing Georgian grammars. It was published
in 1802 and derives from Anton's grammar by terminology, definitions or other
general provisions. He defines the verb as an inflected form of speech, which
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shows an action or a passion. It is noteworthy that the division of speech parts
into inflected and invariant groups is not found in either Anton’s or Gaioz’s
grammar.

The first edition of Ioane Kartvelishvili's Georgian grammar was created in
1809, and the second - in 1814. He included in his grammar most of the positive
provisions of the grammars of Antony and Gaioz, though he also gave us much
novelty regarding the verb. It is completely new to define a verb in the active
voice.

In 1839 Solomon Dodashvili's “Georgian Grammar” was printed. The study
made it quite clear that he took Kartvelishvili's grammar as the main source
while writing his work. In it a separate chapter is devoted to the verb, there is a
difference in some terms as well.

Plato Ioseliani's grammar was published in 1849. The definition of the verb is
similar to S. Dodashvili’s definition. Unlike all previous grammarians, there are
five tenses here and not six, and the names have also been changed.

Thus, all the fundamental linguistic researches of the 18th-19th centuries
contain very interesting and valuable information about the verb, its categories
and the derivative affixes. Clearly, for a variety of reasons, a number of these
views have only historical significance today, although there are some valuable
observations from the present point of view.

All Georgian grammarians of this period consider the verb as an independent
part of speech and give its characterization. However, it is indisputable that the
provisions referred to by Anton I regarding the verb categories became a kind
of basis and impetus for the grammarians of the later period, as his grammar is
the first fundamental linguistic work of the Georgian language. Many different,
interesting opinions have been expressed about the verb by some grammarians
of the later period, while some reject a number of valuable remarks of Antony.
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