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Since the 1920s, the contribution of Georgian writers living abroad, particularly in
America, has been invaluable to the development of Georgian culture. The lives and
works of immigrant writers are directly linked to our past history, to the unfortunate
times and circumstances that forced these writers to leave their homeland and put their
main message on paper. The article discusses the life and work of one of the immigrant
writers — David Chavchavadze. The writer actively worked in the United States of
America and contributed to the popularization of Georgian culture.
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At the beginning of the twentieth century, in particular, in the wake of the
political processes taking place in the Soviet Union and Georgia, which had
become part of it, the number of emigrant citizens, including Georgians, was
growing day by day. Among the emigrants were writers, athletes, and people of
various professions. Their expulsion from their homeland was a forced decision.
However, by taking this step, they were only physically separated from their
homeland, but spiritually they remained an inseparable part of it.

The topic discussed in our article is related to an emigrant writer, who
spent almost half of his life in the United States of America, writing in English.
Unfortunately, none of his works have been translated into Georgian and
therefore are not available to Georgian readers. He is distinguished by his
interesting past and biography, and therefore deserves great attention in terms
of his connection with Georgia, the land of Tsinandali.

Biographical information about David Chavchavadze is provided by
professors Irakli Makharadze and Rusudan Daushvili. In addition, we can also
come across data about the writer’s life in a number of foreign publications. For
example, researchers interested in the past of David Chavchavadze’s ancestors
have devoted a number of works to the history of Tsinandali, Shamil’s captivity,
and what happened to the noble family.

In 1857, Anna Drancey’s’ book ,,Shamil’s Captive Women“ was published
in France. As is known, the author of the book worked in the family of David
Chavchavadze in Tsinandali, from where she was taken prisoner together with
members of this family during the attack on this palace in 1854 and taken to
Imam Shamil in Dagestan. Shamil wanted to exchange his son — Jamal ad-Din —
for Georgian prisoners who were taken hostage by the Russians and were
growing up in Russia, at the imperial court. In the book, Anna Drancey
describes these events in detail.

The famous French writer Alexandre Dumas (father), who arrived in
Georgia at the end of 1858, was also interested in the Tsinandali tragedy. In his
book, he vividly conveys the impressions he received during his trip. It is
known that he specially visited the Chavchavadze family, personally met David
Chavchavadze’s wife Anna and heard the family history directly from her. The
book entitled ,,Caucasus“ was published in 1859. These works of the memoir
genre are original and reliable. Their plots complement each other and create a

complete picture.
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The memoirs of Anna Drancy and Alexandre Dumas, as valuable historical
sources, do not lose their relevance even today. It is always important and
interesting to present Georgia through the eyes of foreign authors, the historical
events taking place in our country and the people at the epicenter of these
events. As for the Tsinandali tragedy, it was another result of Russia’s
occupation of the Caucasus, which ended in casualties.

It is precisely with the land of Tsinandali and its roots that the Georgian-
American writer David Chavchavadze is directly connected, who spent his
entire life in an attempt to preserve the culture and traditions of his ancestors.
At the same time, he exposed the vicious sides of the communist regime.

David Chavchavadze (The son of Pavle) was born on May 20, 1924. His
parents, representatives of the nobility, also lived in London for a certain
period. David’s father was a writer and translator. He translated from Georgian
into English. In the United States, David’s family was close to the circle of
Russian immigrants. At that time, they had little financial resources. In addition
to being a descendant of the Romanovs and having close ties to Georgia, the
writer was also a descendant of the royal families of England, Denmark, and
Greece.

David Chavchavadze was the great-grandson of the Russian Emperor
Nicholas I. As an officer of the Central Intelligence Agency, he specialized in
secret communications and surveillance of matters related to the homeland of
his ancestors.

In the years following World War II and the beginning of the Cold War,
the writer worked in Berlin. As mentioned, he was related by blood to the
Romanov dynasty. His mother, Nina, was a Russian princess and granddaughter
of Nicholas I (reigned 1825-1855), and his father, a direct descendant of the last
monarch of the Caucasus Kingdom, George XII. As the writer noted in his
memoirs, his career was connected with the desire to do something about the
threats of international communism (Barnes 2014).

After the war, David Chavchavadze served in the army in Berlin, and then
graduated from Yale University in 1950. He soon joined the Central Intelligence
Agency. As a case officer, he wrote in his memoirs: “The work never seems to
end... After meeting with an agent (informant), the case officer notes the
contact information, the time and place of the meeting, then describes the

meeting, what was said, the agent’s moral and family status, the ability to access

174



93530 §ig®gomamols Labgeafoxm MBogglio@dgdol 8msddy, 2025, N2(26)

new information, the real and potential difficulties associated with securities,
and so on.”

David Chavchavadze ended his career in 1974. He spent the last nine years
traveling around the world. According to his wife, Eugene De Smith
Chavchavadze, he died of kidney failure and dementia at the Potomac Medical
Center.

As emphasized by Prof. Rusudan Daushvili, Americans had great difficulty
pronouncing his last name. Therefore, when asked about his origin, he
answered that he was a Cherokee Indian. Naturally, no one believed that this
aristocratic-looking man could be a Cherokee, and further explanations always
ended with the same question: “Stalin was Georgian too, wasn’t he?” — Yes,
unfortunately! David answered.“

In 1967, David Chavchavadze met Svetlana (Stalin’s daughter) Alliluyeva,
with whom he was friends. Svetlana Alliluyeva revealed to him how she hated
“that bunch of bandits who were sitting in Moscow, just like the Romanovs.” As
the writer comments, at that moment he felt that “it was a kind of apology for
what his father and his associates had done to our family” (Barnes 2014).

As already mentioned, David Chavchavadze was educated at Yale
University, but he interrupted his studies for a while because he was an officer
of the US-allied Red Army forces stationed in Alaska. For more than three
decades after the Russian Revolution, Soviet soldiers did not emphasize the
writer’s aristocratic origin. In his memoirs, he noted that they called him
“Comrade Prince,” although the writer does not specify whether there were
certain elements of sarcasm in this title.

David Chavchavadze lived in Washington, in a house that was very often
visited by Russian emigrants. This place is also known as the “Army of
Dissidents.”

Until David’s son Michael was born in 1966 at George Washington
University Hospital in Washington, the Chavchavadzes had no male heir,
which was required by aristocratic protocol to continue the family name. As a
result, David wrote in his memoirs that his mother was overjoyed by the news.
“The dynasty had survived,” he said (Barnes 2014).

David Chavchavadze offers a rare perspective. A royal émigré who served
as an intelligence officer against the Soviet regime, his cultural and

humanitarian work contributed to the preservation of Georgian-Russian
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heritage and the support of immigrants.

David Chavchavadze is the author of several important works: “The Grand
Dukes” (1989), “Crowns and Trenchcoats: A Russian Prince in the Central
Intelligence Agency” (1990). Of these, we would like to focus on the book “The
Grand Dukes” (1989). Who was the Grand Duke of Russia? As a rule, the term
meant the son or grandson of the emperor, although this fact also requires some
explanation. In ancient Moscow and the former capitals of the Rurik dynasty,
rulers were called “Grand Dukes”. This is actually an incorrect translation.
Starting with Ivan III, these Grand Dukes called themselves “Tsar” (derived
from Caesar), while retaining the title of Grand Duke. It was Ivan IV (the
Terrible. 1530-1584) who was the first to call himself this name (Chavchavadze
1989).

When the Romanovs ascended the throne in 1613, they continued this
tradition. The first five Romanov rulers: Michael, Aleksei, Theodore III, Ivan V
and Peter I were both kings and grand dukes (princes). All their sons were
called Tsarevich, which simply means the son of a king. The writer deals with
these and other issues in detail, and as the editor’s preface shows, he was the
first to thoroughly collect the aforementioned information about the great
princes of Russia, which was also facilitated by the fact that he was a direct
descendant of the Romanovs.

Thus, from a historical point of view, the book contains many significant
information. As its editor noted, this information about the Romanov family, as
a direct source, would have disappeared, and if it were not for this book, future
generations would have had to search for it in official records, documents and
old letters. Emphasizing this, the editor once again emphasized the importance
of David Chavchavadze’s work.

It is also worth noting that the writer David Chavchavadze wrote ,The
Romanov Diary“, which, according to the editor himself, is difficult to find
today, since it was published in a limited edition.

The confrontation between two opposing feelings is evident in the typical
life experience of an immigrant, which is characterized by the contrasting and
sometimes contradictory roles he plays in social life. The resolution of this
struggle is achieved when the immigrant voluntarily adapts to a new
environment, choosing an intermediate space. This is the difficulty of the

immigrant’s life, as an attempt to preserve cultural roots, while at the same time
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being attracted to a new culture and wanting to integrate with it.

One thing is clear, immigrant writers were looking for a spiritual homeland
outside their native land. Their emigration can be said to have been a
prerequisite for creating the works that made their name known. The “exile”
knows well that the “accidental” environment is always temporary and that
borders and barriers can become prisons. The “exiles” cross borders, breaking
down barriers of thought and experience. Many of them voluntarily chose this
path in the 20th century in order to find strength for their true calling.

The life and work of David Chavchavadze still deserve great attention and
interest. The writer’s biography is so diverse that in fact he appears as a true
chronicler not only in the context of Georgian history, but also in the context of
world history. The contribution of the writer David Chavchavadze is invaluable
in the correct presentation of political events and the popularization of

Georgian culture.
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