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The object of our linguistic interest is the identification of stylistic variants and
modal characteristics established in the syntactic constructions of spoken language that
emerges under conditions of interaction and communication. Media and politics are
components of contemporary life. Traditionally, mass media employs a publicistic style,
while politics uses an official-business style; in the modern era, social roles adapt their
style situationally. Style is created through linguistic forms and means adjusted to the
environment and the audience. However, the context of intention and the speech style
of each speaking subject are individual A linguistic profile represents the combination
of contextual intention, speech style, and the modal aspect. From a linguistic
perspective, the strategic dimension of media communication language is entirely
grounded in modality. The modal mode determines the semantics of the content of
every manifestation of the speaking subject. Language integrates the components of an
individual’s attitude and evaluation. Modality, as a mechanism of positioning, is a
universal category for conveying meaning. In the analysis of media and political
discourse, modality can be regarded as an ideological marker of the communicator’s
stance. Observations of the analytical forms of spoken language in media
communication allow us to state that the stylistic variants and modal characteristics
established in the syntactic constructions of contemporary Georgian public
communication are particularly interesting for research, especially as the linguistic
forms through which style and modality are expressed continuously evolve over time.

Keywords: Communication, spoken language, syntactic constructions, stylistic
variants, modal characteristics

The process of opinion formation and the legitimization of political
influence is grounded in the paradigm of strategic communication, the
standards and methodological instruments of which determine the structure
and dynamics of the information space. The dissemination of media information
in public relations creates an effective communicative channel. The exchange of

information is ensured by a matrix laden with social roles, the key components
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of which are speech acts. Our linguistic object of interest is precisely the
identification of stylistic variants and modal features established in the syntactic
constructions of oral speech that originate under conditions of interaction and
communication.

Television and politics are components of contemporary life. Although
there exist numerous alternative channels for the dissemination of information
(YouTube, social platforms, etc.), the majority of people still receive
information—particularly news about national and international politics—
primarily via traditional media outlets. Television, among these, continues to
occupy a leading position in the present epoch.

As G. Kvaratskhelia notes, the mass media is a special domain of language
functioning (Kvaratskhelia 2024, 33). The stylistic and modal diversity of oral
texts disseminated in the media is conditioned by multiple factors. Based on
empirical material (television talk-shows and socio-political broadcasts), we can
assert that the language of the media is specific: it differs both from literary
language and from everyday conversational speech. Its aim is to convey
information effectively to a broad audience. Media language must be clear,
concrete, and laconic. Media language is, in a sense, an organized system and
thus exerts influence on every individual who uses this system; conversely,
communicators—both media professionals and politicians—affect the language
through their linguistic competence.

People who are united by profession, interests, and goals are characterized
by behavioral norms and action indicators; their communicative style is similar.
To some extent, a communicator’s linguistic profile and stylistic features are
determined by the particular social role he or she occupies in society. Styles are
chosen according to social roles (teacher, journalist, politician, physician, etc.),
gender (female, male), age group (young child, adolescent, adult), and other
individual or group characteristics. “Language conditions the type of thinking of
its bearer” (Omiadze 2009, 16).

It should also be borne in mind that no individual is positioned exclusively
by a single social role, nor belongs solely to one social group. Accordingly,
individuals’ communicative competence expands (Kvaratskhelia 2024, 29).
From this perspective, contemporary Georgian media space reveals a distinct
and simultaneously interesting linguistic landscape of journalists and politicians.

Communicators differ not only in linguistic style profiles or communicative
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intentions, but also in the context of those intentions; correspondingly, their
styles of speech and the modal diversity of contextual expression also vary.

Traditionally, the mass media employs a publicistic style, while politics
uses an official-business register. In the modern era social roles adapt their style
situationally; nevertheless, the context of intention and the speech style of each
speaking subject remain individual. Despite similarities, there are considerable
differences among communicators; a linguistic profile is the composite of the
context of intention, speech style, and modal aspect.

A principal characteristic of oral speech is spontaneity and expressiveness.
Accordingly, style is produced through linguistic forms and means adapted to
the environment and to the audience. Although media style is publicistic and
political discourse is typically official-business, analysis of contemporary
Georgian televisual discourse clearly shows that both styles exhibit certain
transformations. Even though the majority of public oral communication is
governed by a formal style, informal registers appear as alternatives and often
emerge not as parts of a planned process but as outcomes of role-directed
address (Kvaratskhelia 2024, 29). It is common for elements characteristic of
conversational speech to enter public communication. The motivation is clear:
the familiar component of media texts is intended to simplify communication
(Kvaratskhelia 2024, 33).

As N. Basilaia observes, “All styles share linguistic capacities that ensure
semantic precision, without which no style can exist” (Basilaia 1991, 40). Yet
each style, depending on its social function, is distinguished by appropriate
lexical and phraseological units or by specific syntactic constructions.

Important extra-linguistic and paralinguistic determinants of style include:
the communicative environment, the audience, the format, the speaker’s
language proficiency, the purposiveness of content for the addressee, social role,
temperament, mood, emotion, vocal timbre, and facial and gestural
expressiveness. Our focus, however, is the syntactic aspect of communicative
acts—specifically, the syntactic constructions produced in the process of oral
speech by media representatives and politicians. These constructions are
frequently encountered in the language of oral media communication despite
not conforming to standard norms of the language. Prominent among them are:

disrupted constructions and cleft syntagms; ambiguously structured sentences;
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unfinished and semantically vacuous constructions; structures featuring double
negation, gradation, and repetition. For example:

Syntactically Discrupted Constructions through Phrase Fragmentation:

0990l 0lgz 0b0g8s b339Gf35¢m0 sbsargs bMHgbdo / imedis isev inteba
napertskali akhalgazrdebshi / A spark of hope ignites once again among young
people (I. Grigolia, journalist, TV “Pirveli”, 12.09.2024).

Double Negation Constructions:

Let no one ... not (nuravin nu...):

360dohoryers bymsgob 6wy Joryggds 59 bszoobl | primitiulad
nuravin nu miudgeba am sakitkhs / Let no one adopt a primitive approach to
this issue. (M. Sarjveladze, politician, TV “First Channel”, 18.06.2022).

Never not ... (arasodes ar...):

36 3030 3bgoo bsbhozo oy, dsmbo, sesbeggl s ymoers | ar vitsi
aseti sastiki dge mgoni arasodes ar khofila/ 1 do not know of such a cruel day; I
believe such a day has never ever occurred (D. Tsaguria, politician, TV “First
Channel”, 16.06.2025).

Repetition Constructions:

Repetition of the subject:

dobo #9G00gMm0Bgbo 1639000056, Jolio «yH0gHmMBgdo s byH8s0-
360256, Fobo  #9r09Mm2m8980 9369235300636, G99H098x9¢n  JHSAIB-
o0b.../misi  urtiertobebi turkettan, misi urtiertobebi azerbaijantan,misi
urtiertobebi evrokavshirtan,sheertebul shtatebtan... / Its relations with Turkey,
its relations with Azerbaijan, its relations with the European Union and with
the United States... (I. Tabliashvili, journalist, TV “Formula”, 05.07.2025).

Repetition of the predicate:

306 ol 300093, 90 M32bogocmbyto Bob, g0 ©sG330(53989¢70
dsobg bob, 90 B809IHIPO ssdosbo Gsobg bob? / vin zis kidev, erti
opozitsioneri zis, erti damkvirvebeli maints zis, erti obiekturi adamiani maints
zis7 Who else is sitting there? Is even one opposition member sitting there? Is
even one observer sitting there? Is even one objective person sitting there?” (Z.
Bibilashvili, politician, TV “Formula”, 19.09.2025).

The sentence, as the primary means of conveying thought, is the unit of
speech (Davitiani 1973, 87). In oral discourse, a sequential cohesive link of
sentences is formed; the unity of these links constitutes the speech act, the

phrasal integrity of which, in our view, many scholars appropriately consider
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relevant for study and analysis. Speech is the manifestation of language
(Omiadze 2009, 20). The modal mode determines the semantics of the content
of every manifestation of a speaking subject.

From a linguistic perspective, the strategic component of the language of
media communication is entirely grounded in modality. Language is not merely
a vehicle for informational transfer; it integrates components of an individual’s
attitude and evaluation. Modality, as a mechanism of positioning, is a universal
category for conveying content. In scholarly literature, when analyzing media
and political discourse, modality is considered an ideological marker of the
communicator’s stance.

A wide spectrum of meanings unfolds in the syntactic constructions of
media-communication language, including:

1. The speaker’s attitude toward action: possibility, inability, permission,

necessity, obligation, desire, aspiration;

2. The communicator’s epistemic stance (truth—falsehood): assumption,

doubt, uncertainty, unverifiedness;

3. The evaluation of an action or of others’ statements;

4. The (un)reality of action performance or conditionality.

From a linguistic standpoint, analysis of modality—whether at the level of
speech acts or of discourse more generally—is a universal manifestation of the
objective representation of reality and a mechanism for the communicants’
principal aim: successful communication. The primary means for expressing
modality as a semantic category are the linguistic forms that consistently
display particular modal semantics in all contexts. Thus, modal verbs and modal
elements are regarded as the principal instruments of modality expression.

Any type of modality may be expressed by three types of construction:

Verbal construction: modal verb + main verb (e.g., minda tsavide - “I want
to go”);

Particle construction: particle + main verb (e.g., unda tsavide - “I must go”);

Mixed construction: modal verb + particle + main verb (e.g., vitsi, unda
tsavide - “I know I must go”).

Observations of the analytical forms of oral media discourse allow us to
state that the stylistic variants and modal characteristics established in the
syntactic constructions of contemporary Georgian public communication are

particularly promising for research. The vitality of language is ensured by
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changes commensurate with its time; with epochs, linguistic forms and the
linguistic means of expressing style and modality evolve. There is a noticeable
tendency for official style to be increasingly supplanted by ordinary
conversational style and for traditional syntactic constructions to be modified.

Observation has shown that changes in language are always driven by processes
disseminated in the form of media information. Since media and politics are
inseparable in contemporary reality, both media representatives and politicians
exert equal influence on the language of media communication; every newly

established linguistic form they introduce requires in-depth study.
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