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The role of democracy in the modern world is immeasurable. Georgian state
mainly has such young democtacrats who have to deal with various challenges and
difficulties. Forming steady democtratic system is a strenuous and long-lasting process
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that takes certain historical experience and is based on political development of society.
This, in turn, involves country’s past experience as well. In the beginning of the 20"
century Georgian society managed to benefit from international political processes, by
separating from Russian Empire and announcing independence. Unfortunately, the
Independent period tuned out to be short-lived. Political parties held the helm of
forming the first Georgian Republic. The parties sought to establish democratic
principles and new political culture in Georgia. The founding assembly elections held in
February, 1919 was a great challenge for the newly-built republic that it successfully
handled. Georgian parties of that period: Social-Democrats, Socialist-Federalists,
Socialist-Revolutionaries (5S) and National Democrats managed to take their deputies to
the legislative body through elections. It should be noted here that these elections
showed the complete superiority and triumph of the Social Democratic Party
(Mensheviks) over other opponents.

Keywords: democracy, Republic, parties, Social-Democrats, aggression

The beginning of the XX century is the worst period in our long-suffering
history. This century gave the Georgian people the opportunity for
consolidation, political-cultural development and gaining independence. On
May 26, 1918, the first republic of Georgia was born, the architects of which
were Georgian political parties and national forces. A completely new
democratic, republican system of management was established, which was
foreign to the region as well as to Georgian political parties. During the three-
year history of the existence of the First Republic, the following political parties
played an important role according to their political beliefs: Social-Democratic
Party of Georgia - the most powerful and influential, Revolutionary Party of
Socialist-Federalists of Georgia, Party of Socialist-Revolutionaries - the same as
SRs and National-Democratic Party of Georgia based on the ideas of Ilia
Chavchavadze (United National-Democratic, National, Radical-Democratic
Parties and Union of Non-Parties). During the short period of independence,
each of these political forces was actively involved in the political, social and
economic development and reconstruction of Georgia. Despite this, the events
that took place at the beginning of 1921 and the conquest of Georgia by Soviet
Russia made the development process impossible.

On February 25, 1921, units of the 11th Red Army entered Tbilisi. They
were joined by the newly formed Revcom (Mamiya Orakhelashvili, Shalva
Eliava, Alexi (Sasha) Gegechkor, Besarion Kvirkvelia, and others. On February
25, 1921, units of the 11th Red Army entered Thbilisi. They were joined by the
newly formed Revcom (Mamiya Orakhelashvili, Shalva Eliava, Alexi (Sasha)
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Gegechkori, Besarion Kvirkvelia, and others; later, Filipe Makharadze joined
them). Soon after, Grigol (Sergo) Orjonikidze, the Chairman of the Civil Bureau
of the RSK (B) Central Committee, arrived in Thbilisi from Baku. The legal
government of Georgia left Tbilisi and moved to Kutaisi in western Georgia.

The government of the First Republic left the country on March 18 and
moved to France. Thus, Soviet Russia, with the help of the Georgian Bolsheviks,
occupied Georgia and forcibly established the Soviet government. Instead of the
existing multi-party democracy in the country, the unrestricted dictatorship of
the Communist Party was established. Nevertheless, for several months, the
communist government of Georgia, under the guidance of Lenin, tried to
pursue a loyal policy and find a common language with the existing political
parties. On September 15, 1921, the newspaper "Communist" published an
appeal of the Revolutionary Committee of Georgia to the government of
Georgia, being already in exile, by which amnesty was announced to political
parties if they recognized the new government. The parties operating in
Georgia could believe in the reality of the offer, but the experience of Soviet
Russia dictated them to be cautious. After all, the most right-wing monarchist
parties - the Octabrists and similar groups - were successively destroyed there.
Then the Cadet Party ceased to exist, followed by all other opposition parties.

Therefore, the Georgian political elite and parties distrusted the call of the
Revcom, but reconciled with the reality and continued to function under the
supervision of the new government. Despite the harassment, in 1921-1922, the
occupation regime supported the existence of Georgian parties, although the
situation soon changed. From the beginning of 1923, the Soviet authorities
began to take direct measures to liquidate the parties. All leading parties were
subjected to this process of self-liquidation. First of all, the government attacked
the most influential Social Democratic Party of Georgia.

In April 1921, the Social Democratic Party held an extended meeting in the
Opera House and decided to cooperate with the Soviet government. The new
political reality intensified internal contradictions in almost all parties, which
led to the formation of separate groups within the parties. The Soviet
government and its agencies facilitated and encouraged the process. In the same
year, the Social Democratic Party of Georgia was finally separated from so
called "Ray" group. They were named the Independent Social-Democratic Party

and published the newspaper "New Ray". The new core consisted of: Kirile
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Ninidze, Mukhran Khocholava, Nikifore Imnaishvili, Ilia Firtskhalayshvili and
others. Despite the split, the position of the Radians almost did not differ from
the position of the Social Democratic Party. They both stood in opposition to
the communists, although they intended to cooperate with them and refused to
fight against them.

From the end of 1922 and the beginning of 1923, the communist
government of Georgia targeted the social democrats first and started taking
measures to liquidate the party. Statements of former members of the party
appeared in the newspapers, in which they admitted that Jordan's party did not
live up to expectations. They demanded to join the Communist Party as a party
defending the interests of the workers and confirmed this both personally and
in the form of collective signatures. On March 28, 1923, a meeting of the
members of the Social-Democratic Party was organized, who supported the
communist government, rejected the wrong way of their own party, and left
the party as a group. Similar meetings were also organized in mazras
(Administrative-territorial unit in the Russian Empire) and big cities. The
liquidation congress of the All-Georgian Social-Democratic Party held in
Rustaveli Theater in Tbilisi on August 25-31, 1923 turned out to be decisive.
221 people participating in the congress represented more than 11 thousand
members, but the party had about 60 thousand members at that time.
Therefore, the decision could not be legitimate. Despite this, under the pressure
of the communist government, the congress declared the party liquidated and
the decision was recorded in the form of an emergency declaration. The party's
youth organization also declared itself disbanded. This way, the existence of the
most powerful, influential and numerous Georgian political party has passed
into the past. The Socialist-Federalist Revolutionary Party of Georgia was next
in line.

On June 5-9, 1921, the last VI free conference of Socialist-Federalists was
held, in which the right wing of the party seemed to have won and elected
Giorgi Lashkhishvili as the chairman, but the party was actually already divided
into two. The left wing of the Socialist-Federalists pledged their cooperation
and support to the occupation authorities right after entering Tbilisi. On
February 27, the main committee of the left wing met, and Shalva Nutsubidze
was elected as its chairman, and Tedo Ghlonti as its deputy. At the sixth

conference, they conditionally maintained their unity, but soon the leftists left
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the party. They will soon take over all party activities, leadership and majority
of the members. On October 30, 1921, the Provisional Central Committee
convened a congress, the main result of which was the founding of the
Revolutionary Left Socialist-Federalist Party. Iakob Fanskhava, Tedo Ghlonti,
Shalva Nutsubidze, Simon Khundadze, Sergo Amaglobeli, Petre Chaniashvili
joined the committee. The Congress officially emphasized the Soviet system as
the best means of defending the interests of the workers, but despite this, the
Left Socialist-Federalist Party steadfastly defended national values. Newspapers
published by the party — the Socialist-Federalist and the Tribuna became the
only refuge of Georgian intellectuals, scientists, and cultural figures to voice
their national positions.

The left federalists took part in the council elections held at the end of
1921 and elected 10 deputies to the Tbilisi City Council. Regardless of the
cooperation, the federalists strongly campaigned against the creation of the
South Ossetian Autonomous District on the territory of Georgia. Thanks to
them, the status of the Georgian language as the state language was recorded in
the Soviet Constitution. Despite the ideological kinship of the Left Socialist-
Federalists and the Communists, the Communists forced the leaders of the
Federalists to call a liquidation congress and dissolve the party. On November 7,
1923, the conference of the Socialist-Federalist Party was held. At that time, the
party had 5 thousand members, who were represented by 55 delegates at the
conference. Based on the reports of Simon Khundadze and Tedo Ghlonti, the
congress made a decision on the unification of the former socialist-federalists in
the Communist Party of Georgia and actually of Russia. There were two more
parties whose days were numbered. At the beginning of the Soviet occupation,
the Party of Socialist-Revolutionaries of Georgia (SRs) was divided into two
wings - right-wing and left-wing. The rightists met the new government
irreconcilably. They actively participated as illegals in the armed uprising
against the Soviet government. The Left Socialist-Revolutionaries took the path
of cooperation with the new government. From October 3, 1921, the newspaper
"Shroma" was renewed and published temporarily. SRs firmly defended the
national interests of Georgia, opposed and criticized the international policy of
the government, they came out against the creation of the Transcaucasian
Federation and the unification of Georgia in it. On March 20, 1922, the 3rd
Congress of the Left Socialist-Revolutionary Party was held in Tbilisi, which

54



53530 §196g0ols Lobgmadfiogm mbogglio@g@ol dmsddg, 2025, N2(26)

expelled several old figures from the party: Ioseb Gobechia, Ilia Nutsubidze and
Ivane Lortkifanidze. With this act, the leftists confirmed their loyalty to the
Soviet government, because the expelled comrades showed intransigence
towards the government. Instead, the Congress elected a new Central
Committee of the SR Party, whose leading members were Leo Shengelaya and
Ivane Gobechia. It is from this period that the Georgian SRs are no longer seen
as an independent party in political life. They did not call the liquidation
congress, but their ideological closeness to the communists and governmental
pressure forced them to join the communist party, which ended the existence of
the SR party in Georgia. As we mentioned above, the socialist platform parties
in Georgia were not ashamed of cooperating with the government, and the
communists were also loyal to them for some time. However, the National
Democratic Party of Georgia did not have such a luxury. They have long been
considered as a party of "bourgeois-nationalist" or capitalists and landlords. As a
party of class opponents, they were doomed to liquidation and cancellation by
the communist government. In the National Democratic Party, which at that
time appeared under the name of the Democratic Party, were identified two
directions. One part agreed to recognize the Soviet government and submit to
it, while the other showed intransigence and got involved in the national
liberation movement from the very beginning. Among them, Davit Vachnadze,
Konstantine Abkhazi, Aleksandre Asatiani, Spyridon Kedia and others can be
distinguished.
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