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The Communist Party began to purposefully transform the public into the Soviet
people by way of applying various means, repressions being the most severe among
them. The bloody terror of the 1930s both physically destroyed and inflicted a major
psychological shock to intellectuals and their close ones. So called ‘people’s enemies,’

‘wreckers’ became victims of the repressions, and, owing to the instinct of survival, their
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family members had to conform with the Soviet system. In her book of stories Pebbles,
from the tragic standpoint of an eyewitness, Zaira Arsenishvili tells about people’s
desperate being within the dichotomy of the good and evil in the most troubled times,
about timeservers and noble ones,, about so called Stockholm syndrome due to which the
majority of people lost the capability to perceive reality and, in their imaginations, the

definitions of the good and evil exchanged their places.
Keywords: 1930s, Soviet repressions, dichotomy, Arsenishvili.

The occupation of independent Georgia and turning into a Soviet polity were
not deemed to a single historical fact; it appeared to be much harder for the
Bolsheviks to degenerate and subjugate the population’s state of mind. The
Communist Party purposefully began to turn the public into the Soviet people by
various means, repressions having been the most brutal among them. The 1930s
bloody terror both physically extinguished intellectuals and psychologically
shocked them and their loved ones.

In her book of stories Pebbles, it is with an eyewitness’s tragedy that Zaira
Arsenishvili tells about the dichotomy of good and evil in those troubled times.
In order to describe and characterize such a state, social psychology makes use of
the notion Stockholm syndrome, a victim’s specific response to his or her abuser.

Psychological studies have demonstrated that a hostage may develop empathic
connections to his or her captor. Its psychological definition is controversial; it
is conventionally defined as a defense mechanism. The psychologist Anna Freud
referred to the mechanism as identification with the aggressor. This kind of an
irrational response may occur when trying to survive since rational responses
are ineffective and hopeless. With unconscious solidarity with the aggressor, a
victim hopes that the aggressor will not harm someone like him.

It can be assumed that the similar situation was established in the Soviet Union
following the great repressions, and the Stockholm syndrome developed not in
a single individual bu rather in everyone who was affected by the Soviet terror.
This should have been caused by the fact that the ideological pressure, applied
by the Communist Party in order to subdue the masses and enhance its power,
was accepted as a great deed having ethical and moral values. It was owing to the
aforementioned, that most of individuals had become incapable of perceiving the
reality, and, in their imaginations, the definitions of good and evil had switched
their places. This is how a victim’s moral was shaped acquitted severe brutalities,
torture and execution of innocent individuals, political persecution based on
reasons of state, and naively believed that the brutalities committed on behalf of
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Soviet leaders were just good deed for people’s well-being and nothing else.

In her book of stories, Zaira Arsenishvili transformed those brutalities into
an artistic reality. The book consists of three stories: “When Fear and Terror are
Raging,” “The Pebbles, and “The Wind that Raises the Curtain.” In the first one, a
repressed individual’s wife is the main character whose life has become a waking
dream owing to total fear and disgust, alongside many other misfortunes. The
second story consists of several independent parts, demonstrating some features
of documentary prose. In it, we come across the terms like cheseir, vridlo, the
meaning of which may be comprehensible only for those researchers who
explored the epoch in point. The third story features the continuation of the
unfortunate lives of the characters of Zaira Arsenishvili’s novel Alas, Life!.

Tragicomism, conveyed by means of the contrast of characters, is based on
mutual polarization. In the book of stories, entitled as The Pebbles, the author
seems to throw pebbles to the most brutal past in order to draw curtains apart and
to shed light on its actual image.

The story “When Fear and Terror are Raging” has the subtitle: “Ms Tamar’s
Dream and Reality.” The author dedicated it to the memory of her mother who,
like the main character, was a wife of the man who was repressed and declared
as people’s enemy. This implied that she too was endangered, since individuals
like her were arrested as well, as a cheseir, and even deported. Cheseir is an
abbreviation standing for a family member of a traitor of the homeland.

The main character is an intellectual; it is noteworthy that Tamar translates the
poem “It Rises, It Shines.” Ruthlessness and mercilessness, essential properties of
a law of the jungle community, are at the backdrop of the narrative. By means of
psycho-physical passages, selection of the tones of voice, Arsenishvili describes
characters’ intrinsic voidness and/or profoundness.

Zaira Arsenishvili portrays diverse images of individuals: those, who try to
survive physically, to save their lives, and those, for whom one’s physical existence
means nothing without spirituality. In one of the passages, when noticing the
repressed mother and her child, the friend of the family Mirian Lagadze, who
boasted to be poet and used to talk about art with enthusiasm, crossed the street
in order to avoid greeting them. Lines of his pathetic verse reflect the cliché
of the 19 century Georgian literature; according to critical realism, a writer
was identified as a caretaker and patron of his country, concerned with its
destiny. The main character’s child asks a question: Are not we included in the
homeland? It is obvious that any contact with a child of the individual, who was
repressed and recognized as an enemy of the country, would be suspicious and
dangerous for a poet obsessed with socialist ideas, who had, on the one hand, to
write in according to the principle “Who is not with us is a public enemy,” and
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to subdue his revolted conscience. In Mirian Lagadze’s personal dichotomy, the
evil principle wins in the name of generosity, and it sounds in the following way:
“A writer should do his best to survive for the sake of the country.” The ideal
way out is found: an artist is above of all kinds of realities and his ego is free of
responsibility. However, some days later, he too was visited by the Soviet secret
police and was taken away in their black car.

The epoch onveils covert layers of the human soul, emanating both good and
evil. Some take a conformist approach to save their lives, albeit doing their best
not to be soiled by Soviet foulness; others, also willing to save their lives, do
not spare their close ones, informed against them, without wasting words about
helping them.

The brutal times left such a stigma on Tamar’s soul that her dreams turned into
reality. In the composition, the entire collision is founded on damaging Stalin’s
bust. This isn absolutely shocking, destructing fact for the character because
there is no explanation for acquitting oneself.

It seems that it no longer matters for the main character whether things
take place in reality or in her dreams since the torture, caused by total fear and
helplessness, destroys an individual, makes her restless, and that was the Soviet
authorities’ objective, that is, ‘to clean’ the people of its intellectual members and
turn them into a population obedient to the authorities.

However, to tell about Soviet repression with documentary preciseness is
not the writer’s end in itself. Her narratives are more loaded with psychological
tragedy and serves to establish motivations and/or causes and/or objectives of
human behaviors. “Where is the origin of evil while we condemn the Bolsheviks
for everything?”. This is the question put forth by the author, and it is uttered as a
self-criticism since it is the first person plural. The writer seems not to distinguish
her narrator separately, considering her as one of the entire community, of the
community with the common pasr, history, language, homeland; however,
both good and evil reside in their volition. Therefore, at the backdrop of Soviet
repressions, Z. Arsenishvili hints to the dichotomy of the human nature,
combining the principle of good and evil at a time.

The story “The Wind that Raises the Curtain,” the writer’s message adopted
from Galaktion Tabidze’s poem, seems to accumulate the writer’s message,
alluding the risen moon in Vazha-Pshevela’s story and the sun hidden by the
curtain in Galaktion Tabidze’s verse which have to cut up the dark and shed light
on human values. For characters of Zaira Arsenishvili, the light is the destiny
which will catch up with the malefactor by all means making him pay adequately.
The subject matter of the story is in accord with the old Georgian idiom: “Fathers
ate unripe fruit and it set their children’s teeth on edge.” As we already stated,
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the story tells about the descendants of the novel Alas, Life!. Jondo, a son of the
NKVD (Soviet secret police) chief who lives in the house of the peole repressed
in 1937, pays for his father’s sins, being taken to psychiatric hospital during his
eternal struggle with monster of sins. He dreams of somebody else’s garden from
the times of his childhood in which his father cut down roses. This is another
symbolically alluding passage.

Pebblesis a congregation of, as the author refers to them, Soviet time patadoxes
which do not seem credible from the present standpoint. However, they tell
about Soviet individuals’ tragicomic lives. The titles are designed so as to combine
a bitter laugh and a sense of pain. The writer hereby recollects her and Lana
Gogoberidze’s, A fild director, encounter with Anastas Mikoyan, the communist
statesman, concluding that, in this country, any individual is more free than
someone who is close to the party leader. She also recollects the well-known
statement: “There is a person, there is problem; no person, no problem.” This too
is one of the features of the Soviet reality.

Truly enough, problems were solved by means of making individuals no
longer alive. The writer goes back to theme of a cheseir. Repressions of dissenters
entailed destruction of their families. Attaching the label of “People’s Enemy”
made a repressed one’s family alienated from the rest of the community. Not only
dissenters were destroyed, but their families as well. While men were destroyed
physically, were executed, their wives were destroyed morally, since they
were considered potential enemies. It was in that period that another Russian
abbreviation was coined: vridlo ‘an acting horse. That was to refer to individuals
who were made carry out the hardest work. This is another illustration of the fact
that the Soviet totalitarian regime did not value human lives.

By means of precise findings, documenting specific facts, Z. Arsenishvili
showcases how moral values are leveled amon Soviet individuals, how moods are
changed with respect to the change of times.

No writer other than Zaira Arsenishvili has so far offered such a detailed
and distinct view of the 1930s. It is her who managed to outline a dichotomous
character of the human nature in the brutal epoch of the Soviet terror; two,
controversial principles control a human will. The history of the mankind has
been saturated with this drastic opposition; however, definition of good and evil
frequently replace each other, and servants of evil refer to themselves as evil and
to their dark and brutal deeds as good ones. By means of a rather vivid description
of that reality, with Shakespearean accents, Zaira Arsenishvili portrays the
dichotomous relationship.
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