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Guram Batiashvili entered the writing arena in the 60s of the 20" century, when many
significant trends were developed in Georgian literature and highly impressive texts were
created in almost all genres. The publicist, prose writer and dramatist immediately attracted
attention by his artistic interpretation of Georgian-Jewish relations, the originality of the
solution, and his directness. In this regard, both novels and dramaturgical works should
be noted. The play “Returned Georgians”, which depicts the vicissitudes related to the
murder of Ilia Chavchavadze, is no exception. The artistic embodiment of an outstanding
thinker in Georgian literature turned out to be especially significant in modern Georgian
writing, which was facilitated by the historical changes at the end of the 20" century.
It is true that the “murder of the century” has already been studied quite well, but the
emotional attitude towards Ilia’s tragic end does not change. Artistic representation
contributes to the in-depth understanding of Ilia’s work and gaining an insight into the
essence of true values, which is equally important even today. Modern Georgian authors,

including Guram Batiashvili, participate in this continuous process.
Keywords: dramaturgical works, artistic representation, reflection.

Guram Batiashvili entered the writing arena in the 60s of the 20" century,
when many significant trends were developed in Georgian literature and highly
impressive texts were created in almost all genres. The publicist, prose writer
and dramatist immediately attracted attention by his artistic interpretation of
Georgian-Jewish relations, the originality of the solution, and his directness.
In this regard, both novels and dramaturgical works should be noted. The play
“Returned Georgians”, which depicts the vicissitudes related to the murder of Ilia
Chavchavadze, is no exception.

The artisticembodiment of an outstanding thinker in Georgian literature turned
out to be especially significant in modern Georgian writing, which was facilitated
by the historical changes at the end of the 20" century. It is true that the “murder
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of the century” has already been studied quite well, but the emotional attitude
towards Ilia’s tragic end does not change. Artistic representation contributes to
the in-depth understanding of Ilia’s work and gaining an insight into the essence
of true values, which is equally important even today. Modern Georgian authors,
including Guram Batiashvili, participate in this continuous process.

The author calls “Returned Georgians” a play-study of the fate of the nation,
which directly shows the writer’s goal to understand the reasons that led the
country to the state where the Georgians — the people blinded and misled by false
slogans became the implementers of the empire’s will.

Guram Batiashvili takes the year 1907 as the time of the story told in the
play, and Saguramo’s surroundings — as the place, which is a logical choice for
the location. But from time to time the writer deviates from the chronotope
predetermined by him, puts on the author’s mask and starts a dialogue with
the reader/spectator. It is clear that the text is more focused on understanding
the causes of what happened rather than telling the story. For this purpose,
the function of the narrator in the play is performed by the first and second
Iverians (employees of the newspaper “Iveria”), who enter the scene and restore
the sequence of events according to the periodicals of that time. They explain
the essence of the situation, inform the reader/spectator about the evaluation of
Ilia’s work and the various opinions published in the press regarding his murder.
At the beginning of the play the author’s reception of Ilia’s work is disclosed
through them - “This is the story of an unlucky struggle with its own people
for the salvation of Georgia” (Batiashvili, 2013, p. 355). This is how the writer
evaluated the events that began with Ilia’s murder in 1907 and ended with the
occupation of Georgia in 1921. The mise-en-scéne of the play is significant. As
the author points out, the performance should be performed simultaneously in
several stage spaces. Content plans are emphasized by shifting attention to space-
time details. The unified space-time of the play — the surroundings of Saguramo
in 1907 — is divided into several stage spaces. One is the scenic environment of
the Tsitsamuri forest, and the other one — the scenic space around the long table.
As the story unfolds the parallel scenes take place in the environment created by
these scenographic details. At times, one scenic environment is brought to the
fore, alternating with another. The first and second Iverians stand beyond these
spaces. They are the narrators of the content of the publications of that time. In
this way, the author not only highlights significant aspects, but also reminds the
spectator/reader of the different versions existing in the society at that time.

Obviously, the write does not change anything in the historical records, does
not create a new legend, but offers everything with individual sensitivity. They
are guided by the perceptions of that time, the ignorance of which may, in some
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cases, have made the murder inevitable, and turned the killers into blind weapons.
The playwright shares a scientific point of view about Ilia’s assassination by the
Bolshevik wing of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party.

One of the main story lines of the play is created by the feast of the Georgian
princes. Georgian princes call themselves “the cream of the country” and worthy
sons of their homeland. It is true, the pathos of their feast is the love of their
country, but the latter is absolutely profane, ironized by the author and imbued
with sarcasm.

The passage showing a Russian official, a regular member of this feast, who
admires the love of the Georgians toward their homeland, speaks volumes. It is
cynical both in its essence and form of expression.

One of the main characters of the play is the priest. His artistic face comprises
many meaningful layers and occupies a central place in the structure of the play.
This character is a hero depicted on the boundary between the real and the
surreal, by means of which the characteristic features of postmodernist aesthetics
are introduced at the end of the play. In this manner, the author reminds the
reader of constant, unchanging values.

According to the play the priest unmasks the feasters and brings dissonance to
the feast of the Georgian nobility, constantly reminding them that the country
is still in the hands of the enemy and must be freed. In general, it should be said
that the artistic face of the priest is the intertext of the old man in “The Ghost”
by Ilia Chavchavadze - the spirit of Georgia. In his words many motifs of “The
Ghost” are clearly interpreted, without any concealment, while in the opinions
of the feasters, the views of characters from “Is a Man a Human” can easily be
identified. The priest remains a unifying figure even when the episodes of the
conflict between the parties are introduced in the text.

The parable told by the priest about the returned Georgians is significant
for opening the author’s artistic idea. The parable serves as a metaphorical
representation of idealistic Georgians, national heroes, who act as an eternal
guiding lights infusing their nation with the energy for survival and victory.

Alluding to Ilia’s artistic texts, the playwright reflects on the degradation of
some part of the society, on the versions related to Ilia’s murder, which clearly
outline the dimensions of Ilia as a patriot and thinker opposed to the empire. At
the same time, it effectively demonstrates the necessity of endless and tireless
struggle for the realization of national ideals. In this regard, the play is still
relevant today. Its intertext equally refers to the 19, 20t or 21* centuries, at the
same time it represents the author’s dialogue with the reader about the common
past, present and future, thereby making the aspects of the artistic reception of
Ilia’s work and murder, which Guram Batiashvili offered to the Georgian readers,
more important and valuable.
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