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364039960 3936900 808¢r0Mmm930b fo3TMBsL0sb 53530069000 H58cHb0dY
3bmdomo obBM®mos sGlYBMOL, dzs, 380JHMBM, Gs00 356339790 bskh39b0
sbarsgl. 3o639e» GHogdo 3306@s s36036mm ob RogBo, BT ILAHIHIdO
36 Mol m0Egmdgdol  sOlYdMds  sMOLBHMAIIL  dmb s Tgbsdsdobaco,
goeebogmbol, ®mdyerog 80dwommgzol 30639 39940bgems 003¢9ds, ffoabgdo,
bs3569m@M@, 39b6053L9demo Mbos ygmazowogm bbgsolibgs sgowsl. sd GHodol
bssgm Jybgoeemgd9gd by 3505630009000 gr®H009gdsl [fobsdndstg bia®osdo.

Us3356dm  bodyggdo: Boderommgzs,  omImdmds,  BgeHdboemo,  GMPseyero,
6930B0o6ds.

96303MM0, d9MHIBMO s MHMI 0, BOBEOM™Y3IGOOL FoMHTMIMBLMSE
5353306090000  M599b0dg  3bmdoo  olBMmMos  SMLYOIMBL,  YI39,
3830JOMdm, Fom 23033990 bsMm39D0 sbsgl. 3039 M0oado, a30bs
5036036mm ol x¢sJBHO, MHMI  OILEHVIMGOMO 96 MOl roEgwdol
(@0390mb0)  sMULYdMdS  sMOLEHMEJIs O™ s FgLsdsdobo,
530mbMRMLOL Foabgdo, LogsMsmm, gobmogligdmwo mbs ymuowoym
Ubgoolibgs  5a0msl.  oME  oegdlob®mools  wdggangl  obGmMosby
3MA3000bOMBL Fyommgdo s bogF3ms, M segdlsbMO0l dodEOMmmM930L
dmEgo  LHmMHgo  sMoLEMEIEIL  wozgombo  gmgowoym.  dg3mds@
dog3ohb0s sngg dobo 0IBEHOBOEOMGdS 39MYsdMBOL d0dEOMY3oLE.
3oL vdz9mglo dodEOM™Y39d0L FqLisbgd 0bxrM™MAs3053 Lsgdsme AFoMos.
93033909, ®™A Foabqdo 2sdmoygbgdmes bmem 3mermbsosdo (Lgg@gdol
aMdgeo 96309 g3™mds, o3y dgamdo, o6 Tgbmdol  Boforo) 96
9969580 (65b9g35MFHO0MEo Bodo, HMIGETo3 LR M0 SPAOMGIO OYM
3mfgmdogo, 2o6lb3s390000 MMsboligsb, MHmdgedoa Foabgdo 0bsbgdms),
390dgds 530S votzgmo (Bagnall 2002: 25).

39bo3boo  0dol  dglisbgd, ®mI  sMoLGHMEIgd  Fgddbs  3oMzgaro
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B0dEIOM™MY3S,  3oM339I  F0boo0dgamdgdL  5fygds. 30M3geo MOl
3MoLAMAGIIL  OO™ML  03gombol  sMdodgddweol dglsbgd  36MdgdOL

Bogangdmds (Dix 1994: 2820296); dgmMg - sM0oLEAMAGIWY Losa Foybgdls
0bsbsgs, B39b0 sBOOm, o6 by ymxzomoym wozgombo. smgbols Lado
3bmdowo  a0dbslombo  (Q0dbsb0os), MMIgdoE badmgbos - v3s@gd0s
(3935009009), 0390Mmbo s JobMLsMAgLo, sMdomem 3gMomdo asBbs. g
L530 BYOOGHMMO0S, Y390 Joensdl 2509 0gm s Lobmasm Lofidoboggds
d00hbgm@s. 535009005 §dobs 0gym 4domo 3935090mbobmzol, wozgombo -
33memb 0390mb0Lm30L s 30bmLstMyglo - 396s3wgbmgol (Travlos 1971:
42). qb Lofidobggdo ©03w30MH39WsE TBMWMO MBIGMOEOM  SROWGOIO
0gm 130D03MM0  IMIbogdols s Lsdbg™m F3Mmbgdolim3ol, Msndy
3M63093o G96mdgd0L qotmqdy. olbobo Imo3s3b96 o FHYMOEHMMOIOL.
535009305 0ym asbEMgdoo 450x3003 (Delorme 1960: 36-50). slsg39, Lozdome
QOEO FBONMOO gFoMs 03gombl (Xen. Eq. mag. 3.1.6-7), ®mIgebog
0949gbgdbab xsMqd0lL {itrm3zbolmgol (Ar. Pax 35-56), begnm 3grwg@eddmbo
50b0dbsgl, MMI bryems o3qg0ombl s 935gdosls 04gbgds seryol Mmls
259mygb9gd)e0 IMe39d0L sLsdgbgdemsco (Plut. Sull.23).

33.§. IV Lo3mbols 25605300mdsd0 godmbPbos dmbdgb@mmo Lsfgmmbgero
LEAHOMIBHOGPO (M. ob. Wacker 2007). 3goo@dmbo msgol 6sdGmIdo
Euthydemus Lovgd6mdl aolobger mmeb®y (dmodvtnpim) o  Qoxgscwm
30w03%g W0390MmbJ0 (KATATTEY® SpOU®), M3 035BY MBS JommomgdEgl,
O™ 03650mbo 30BOIMMO LEHMVIBH OOl A93JO0M (s M, MMIMO3
MBOOOMO SQOAOWO 35X 0TOLM30L) 339 BoIMYsE0dYOIMEO 0gm. slg3Y
LodOMIGE O MMILBY AMHG0 1135990, MG BOE0 DY FOOOMPS
(Delorme 1960: 374-94; Wacker 2007: 349-51).

Lodfmbotme, doenosb Mm@ 303000 W0390Mbol MmMebgdol Asbogqdols
dgLobgd 3.5. IVLs396930. 300LEH05E 3o0TgMas godmoyqbs mgma®mSLEMULOL
0630035300 0390Mmbol 3530L90MGdgdOL Tglisbgd, opa®sd, 3930JOHMdM,
9B ©M™39996¢0 3960 250MEYGds Lobgerddegsbgwwme (Callmer 1944: 147)
09MRMLAHMBO  AoM©ooE3ows d3.§. 287-286 {argdols Jobeomds o
sMLYdMBL 9330, M 93 BHIMOGHMM05T 153TOMP OO  (33COMGOJO0
239603505 sMoLEBHMEGHgEgl Loggowrols 3939y,

OoMboLoML  WsgMEgEol  3bmdom,  ©IBIBH®OML  Foengtdgads
09MBOLAEMUL goalis erozgombols dodgdstg dofjol bozggoo (Diog. Laert.

5.39) o ol Ggodegds gmxzoroym IMo35¢0 39M035EgE«Io Loddosbmdols
5QA00. MJMAMILBEMBO 56gMITo sBLYHYIL dg3E sMBLEIME LoddgbgdePm
3M9dAL, 53 900603bgdL, HMA 03g0Mmbol BHMOEHMMOs 3s80bs3 oMo
03319dMs. dGLodsdobo, oa30F0MYds 0dol I3H303gds, MM dgdymdo
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d0dW0M™93900 870ddbs sMoLGHMEggl o3gombols 8mguom, Mo
oM 5MLGdMBL Lobm 9330390 gds 0ToLs, M) MHMYMO JoFMOYLIMHGOMOS
sMOLEAMGYgL oggombo.

8990090 36083690mgs60 d9b0d36s 500l obs, MMA gl LogMOMSE SO 0gm
SMOLAMAGIL 03g0mbo. }¥™b obho s0b0dbsgL, HmId  ozgombo oym
Lobobm bs3OHMbgz9wo, LosE 93MdsErmmwo ogm 39Mmdm Bs3mo®mgdols
3956moglgds,  doo  dgBHal, olLgmo M smMYBgOlm30L,  OHMyMMO3
sMoLBMBG g oym (Lynch 1972: 60).

0390mbdo 03M0d9dM©b96 bbgoalibgs FHodol dsbffsgangdwado ©s of
obobo 3530060 ABIGBYEOL (AMLFogeggdls) d3cmEmdbgb. Lsgstormme,
b ogm LemxBoLEYOOL 53d99M0L  SAOWOE. dwsdmbo 50bodbogl, ™A
L3OO BHIBL MY35mHs 0g bdoMma dobgems (Euthphr. 2a). obmz®mo@gboa 343900
©w0390m6%g, MHmamma Lobffogem 0s3dggmols spowby (Panath. 18, 33).
Lodmoenm 3039053 0353999 393 Y39wgdls (Lynch 1972: 46). LogsMomome,
SMOLAMAGYgE 9L 83539 B0DBBOLMZOL 0ygbgds s 0o 396 0dbgdmes
dolo d0dOMY3s A9bMagLgdMO, MoYL SMOLEMEJWY 9O BEMDOS
0390mbol  HMIgeodg bsfol s 030 0gm Loxs®m @00, Los3
3MoLBMBGYEg SLfogwos.

07, MmI  5¢9dusb®ool  dodwommgzs  8goddbs  sGMoLEMEIgL
©0390mbol Imgeom, 3093 WIRMM 3OMdgIGmHo 3439639690s. 3BJ0(3909,
63 SOHOLEAMGHIWYT FodMogMbs dOBEOMMY3d s G 0Ys segJlsbMools
d0dOMmM35d0 bbby, 93360l LEMEdMBL (13.1.54), G™M3gwos
0900 99 3ogdBH0@b Ladsbio fierol Gg8cg s 58396 SMOLHMMO 3(B30(3gd0M,
M3 5MH0LEBHMGHGE L5930 00s 3BMEgdMbgAL. ogLOLOL 0BEHIM3MYE (309
(De Bibl. 2.2), ®00 b™medmbo dbmem 25300065%g o3565300s, 56 M0l
535X IMGOIO. WORBLOLO, MOMIEIM, (3POWLMOPS BEAMIDMBOL 33565
39300030 LHMOS 259905l o SBLBSL.

AbEBOGOS, Do gIgEHMOMU 35e M) s IMOE0bs dOdOMM930L
075 50096006 5egdlsbM0s3Y, Bo3egdo Labms. MHMymMM3 doaboeds
50b0dbs, {gommado, MMmIgdo h3gb 23993L segdlsbMools dodarommgzols
$om3mIMdOL Fgliobgd, ol ssMLYdLL 3EmagdgmU IT gowsgwambiol (33.§.
285-246) 0Oy 9056009690l (Bagnall2002: 349-51). dogboends shgqbs, trnd
Bmy0gmmgdol 333033905, 0mMIML dOdEOMMY3s 3EMgdgml I bm@gmols
QOML M6 FYxdMEOYm, SMOL 533500 §Ysmmgdol sMLMMo Aogd0L
99090 (Bagnall 2002: 350-51).

53 d99b90s LogaMsmcom Algogligdsls SHOLEME LS O BOMOYBMBOL
d0dEOM™MY3gO0L  5MJoBIIBMIOM  BmOIGRL  FmEol, 0go  gIYsMHgds
09mRMLAMLOL  sbg™Mdl.  LEMMVMBO  BOdWOMMYIL  Loghmmo o6
abligbgdls, Toa®od sblgbgdl dMBgmadl (3mbgombo). dowmbgsgs 0dobs,
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Omd mBgmdo o6 Fgigeows 250 6 dgEHo ferol fob LEmedMbsdg, dobo
Sf9ms o6 doglooagds 39Mmyodmbol dOdOMmYIL. bEMadmbol dogH
©58304L0MGRWWO  FgbmdOL doMoMso bodbgdos 3gMHods@Bmbo, 9dugms
5 m03mb d90L0. 39Msd96ol 3m33egdldo o6 sMolL gdugtsls 60d6gd0,
bmm 3membsols s OO MmmIboL sOLGdMDS 3330EJOMEIdI 396
Booomzwgds (Jacob 2013: 57-81).

005bmab, 39M@E 0oL 9BH30Egdl  F93EAJOOm, MM 39MYsdmbols
30dOoMmmMg30L 00g6E0B03530d LHimMos. sergdlsb®mg 3mbbgl mbisBmgds
50 335¢LsBOOLOm 9aYsMGRBMES M5dYB0dg RodBHMOL (sf3m. ob. Conze
1884): o @oMdsHBIo 0 5079658 »BsMmBsBoMmo Jobozgds, MmIgos,
30B%BgL sBM0m, FglsgzgMolio 0dbgdms dodEOMmMY30LM30L (093965¢0lds
LHmMg sbgmo M3 obligbs (Juv. Sat. 3.219: sbws gorhobotgdmwo bols
(04690, Gogboli?) msmmgdo). 0d3g 3mIgmHmbol, oen3gmliol, GHodmomgmbols
5 39MHMmOMAEMLOL Jobs3ndgdl (39bGHMoMo bsfowo wm3zsg3000m (Conze
1884: 1261-62). 300 sHOHOM, dBOdLOM™MY3900 bA0M© obmegligdryemo ogm
A9dM0L 300sdMgddo. qiga bmad dobs sa0mws oym dokbgmmo?!

3mb6%90 sbg3g 9MYMBBEI© odmoygbs sBMMBOMLOL 3BMds 0BoLMSE
5353300900, MMI  3membogddo  vd9bs  LggBgd0, OHMIgEMoY6
Bmaoghmo ogm Fogbgdol Lsfgmdo (Tapopkoddunvrar 8¢ onkoi TV oTOdV
gv8o0ev, ol pev Tapeiax yeyevnuévol Taic BipAolc, Progymnasmata 12). 3m6%g
50()303390009, MM LomsgLMGdOL 3MTBOBSE0S 3MEMBsEIBME MbBs ogml
90bolGHMMO s OHMIsE0  BOBEPOM™MH3GOOLMZOL  OTsbILOSMYDYENO.
A3l 6@HgMsTGIMAZ07535D0 3¢ EoMJmbTs v 3ol OB OM™MY3>DY
LodMOLLl (03, 42.1). slig3g 0gm SMJIMEMAOIMO FgsMgds, MHMIJEPO3
30mb%B9d  50BmoBobs  3530MMLdOL  g3osdo sl BOdEIOMY35T0.
9439ox3gM0 3ol Logdzgabg, 3mbbY 93330Eg0®s, MHmA LmMgw gl oym
36mdoEO 39MHedmbol dodwrommg3s.

00235600 0QI6GH0B035305 U Pgurbg dgBo bbol as6ogwmdsdo sMog30l
23599300 GHBEHYO0s.  JOMSIOMO  535Fsmm  Lsgombo  gbgdms oo
QMBBOL A5dMYgbgdSLs. Dm0 M3, MM 5J FgOIGOIMOS YMBOWOYM
$oabgdol mstmgdo (HoBsm dmbo); Bmaolmzol 0go dBYEO RO 0ym
5 §0abado 439MHom mmsbdo Mbs ymzgomoym Immogligdyeo (3ot
D053 (33M); 39650 30gLOL sHOHOm, 53 3MA3WgJLl 5MOZ0MoMO 3538060
5 3Jmbgos 39Modmbols d0dgrommg3sLmsb (Bohn 1885: 56—71; Dziatzko 1897:
415; Mielsch 1995: 770-71).

M3 999bgds 9bEHomdools s 3gasls dodEPOM™MY3gdL, o000 SMIGOMBOL
3330390 gds dog0sb LmliBos s Fgodwrgds ©s39YyHEbMm Fbmenm
33096 d0MAMoR0M BHMIOE0JOL 93BMOOMBOLS s SMemliols Jglobgd
(Maass 1898: 78).
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3 Eomdmbo gml, Mmd gdowonml 3smeds foabado Foowm 356
6Omddo, GmEs 396 osdsdibs dg3g 39MLggLlo (d3.§. 179-168), 0dss, ol
13994@0, ®™I 39039l 3dmbes Foabgdo, 3506335063 o6 brs dosbodbgdgl,
M3 oL 3Jmbos LsdgRm dodomm3s (Harris 1995: 57).

21939, B9JOIM0s, HMI MMIOL 39HIM dOdELOM™MY3gdL 3Jmbs M09
356b53MMHPOMWO  9MJoBIJBAIOIE0 BM®IS, Joo MIYGBHIL, ,O9MABMEO
d0dEOoMmmY30L*  Abgoglo.  d9bsbmMLOL  Loberol  dodaromogzs  (30Q.
2)  3qbobodbsgo  Boaoomos  39MAM  BOdWOMMYIsbg  PoMmdmpagbol
39L5436g0, MMAMEM3 535L OEHIMIEHVIME0 [YoMHMIGdIOb 3390EMdM
- 353905 Mmmabo [oabgdols mommgdom oblbgds 3membss®y 9dugMgdoo.
393b0gMad0 58330339096, OMB PMMYdDY, SEdsm, 0ym dbmerm@ d30oMY
DmIob 39053030l 6507930, 3obols Fm® Fgaro s bbgs Famowdsbo Bogmgdo,
OIGOOE MJoMMo© 503Mahobal 303 MMIBT0; ymgge dgdmbggzsdo,
LogoMomMs, MMI 00 LIMIZLM  MBOM  0gM, 30O  BOBWOMOY3IS.
396560MMLOL Lobrol BOBEIOM™MYIS 9MIRMO” 33530d dOBWOM™MYIL S
3M5RMOM A5IMOMBIMS OO 3953w ggdOL 30¢9gdOS.

o3 999b90s 33303E90dL, MMA ,09MIbYE BOBEPOM™MY3JOTO” (s MHMBsven
396dm d0dE0Mg39030) oabgdo 0bsbgdmes Lomagbmdo, bemerm Foabomeb
0535300090990 5dBH03MdIO0 (3ombgs, ©oLIMLos ©s 5.8.) BHOMEIdMOS
3Mmmbosdo - 39Mobso®mo 9330390 gds oL ILOILEWIMHGOEISE 396
8m30d90690 (dco®.: Dillon 2003).

3039OM™bo Bsd™mddo De Finibus (3.7), d (3.7), 50fgmU Lozwmoe® L@ waermdals
oboEgsHMms 93Nl BHMLIMsbol  gosdo, Moms  fadmomml
59gb0dg Foabo doLo BOBWOM:Y3006. 0 ol Fgbgs FoMmIML 35B™,
IGO0 OX S d0dEOMMY358o (in bibliotheca sedentem), beagoem 06303
909y™ od6sgz0 Hogbo.

6596mddo De Diuinatione (2.8) @ogg®mbo {odl: GmEalsg dg3to
30L90Mbgm, 25037Y303JM, WOo3gMAoL (B3 sbol 30wsdo s M
50963d0) d0dEPOMY35d0 s3ALLEIMOYSZ30m.

30EIOMbo  50b0dbogl, ®MI GmEs ®503) ©O0ENE06  Boflomdmgdby
3993505, HMAMMO 355, JOZIOMSO, ,MMEMMO®, ) 30639 U BYIMGOIMS,
d0dOM™MY35d0 035¢gdMs, MMI dMdomdsdo bgwo o6 dgdermes (Ad
Fam. 7.28.2) . 30390™60 {g0b 200mL GHGMgds@0mll, Mmame olbobyb dol
B0dOM™MY35d0 O 300beMdEBIE Jscm30L LsobEgMglim Foabgdl, dgmg
30, OHMAMO MmOHOZ9 06GHIMLES sOHOLEMGHIIL BsdMmdoo Topica: Cum
enim mecum in Tusculano esses et in bibliotheca separatim uterque nostrum
ad suum studium libellos quos uellet euolueret, incidisti in Aristotelis Topica
quaedam, quae sunt ab illo pluribus libris explicata. Qua inscriptione commotus
continuo a me librorum eorum sententiam requisisti.
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3043000 8bgzg  ®ez30L  MRY39dT0  BOBEPOM™MY3JOOL  Loberols
d0pb00 29B6eoggdol globgd, dommomgdl, MM Foabadol mmsbo MM
$oabgdol g3odBHmd™mog0 253mygbadols (fozombgol) saomwo oym, 3000
MOMOMm© oo Fgbobgol. 0ao Fgml, Gmd dodwommy3s Ymzggemazols
B 04w)MHIOMOL 50IML3wg0LZI6, H™A dsbBo dwydo oMo SMfig3gL
(cubicula et bybliothecae ad orientem spectare debent; usus enim matutinum
postulat lumen, 6.4.1). 5335655, GMI YY) BOBWOMMYZHTO 5930 GOILO
30MMds 0gm Bobsmol sMlgdmds, Gmd  Jgladwgdgwo ymaowroym §gms-
3000b35@3. 3690 Lsmgdge0s, M58 b5 GBMH3Y3 MYoMBSL 30EHMW)Z30vLOL
06303530900, 053653 Bo3egd LogeMmsmems, MMI 040 300b3ol 0gsls
090mbgdL, 96 MLsgmdzwme §gmL (Davies 2003: 323-343).

0023505, 9939339009  239P3969006s, O™ mdzgeqbo,  d9dbvyeo
@5 MHMIso,  dOdELOM™MY3YOOL  [FoMIMIMdILMb  s35380MgdO
AboBOGds Fgodegds O™ 2obdsgermdsdo  qoM339w9  MHg30DoMYdL

05993990 9d5MMU.
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There are several well-known stories about the origins of the ancient Greek library,
but we believe they are somewhat flawed. First of all, we would like to point out the fact
that the existence of lyceums at the time of Aristotle is not confirmed, and therefore,
the books of the philosopher, who is considered the first creator of the library, should
probably have been placed in different places. We focus on these types of controversial

views in this article.
Keywords: library, origin, Greek, Roman, revision.

There are several well-known stories about the origins of the ancient Greek
library, but we believe they are somewhat flawed. First of all, we would like to
point out the fact that the existence of lyceums at the time of Aristotle is not
confirmed, and therefore, the books of the philosopher, who is considered be
the first creator of the library, should probably have been placed in different
places. In this article, we focus on controversial views of the type. Nor do the
sources tell us about the ancient history of Alexandria, and it is doubtful that
the Lyceum was supposed to be the model of the Alexandrian library. It is also
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a mistake to identify it with the library of Pergamone. Information about the
ancient libraries of Rome is also quite scarce. The claim that books were used
only in the colonnade or exedra (as opposed to the room in which they were
kept) can be easily dismissed (Bagnall 2002: 25).

The claim that Aristotle created the first library faces some objections. The
first is the lack of records of Lyceum architecture in Aristotle’s time (Dix 1994:
2820296). The second is that the place where Aristotle kept his books, in our
opinion, could not have been a lyceum. The three famous Athenian gymnasiums
that have been found - the Academy, the Lyceum and the Kinosarges - originated
in the Archaic period. These three areas were all outside the city and were
considered public sanctuaries.

The academy was about 450 x 300 m (Delorme 1960: 36-50). A large area was
also occupied by the Lyceum (Xen. Eq. mag. 3.1.6-7) for the training of the troops
(Ar. Pax 35-56), and Plutarch notes that Sulla used the Lyceum and the Academy
to build the engines used during the siege (Plut. Sull. 23).

During the 4th century B.C., monumental training structures appeared (for
details, see Wacker 2007). Plato in his Euthydemus speaks of a dressing room
(amodvutnpie) and a covered walkway (kataotéym Spouw) in the lyceum,
indicating that the gymnasium in the sense of a physical structure (and not
simply a place for training) was already established. There is also talk of a large
room with long benches that led to a passageway (Delorme 1960: 374-94; Wacker
2007: 349-51).

Unfortunately, we know very little about the layout of the Lyceum rooms in
the IV century. Christian Callmer used the will of Theophrastus to outline the
features of the Lyceum, but the document cannot serve as a guide (Callmer 1944:
147).

Theophrastus died in around 287-286 B.C., and it is reasonable to suspect that
the area underwent considerable changes after Aristotle’s death.

The next important note is that this was not Aristotle’s Lyceum at all. John
Lynch notes that the Lyceum was a public sanctuary where private property
was forbidden, especially for a non-Athenian such as Aristotle (Lynch 1972:
60. Different types of teachers gathered in the lyceum and found their listeners
(pupils) there. It was probably a gathering place for sophists. Plato mentions
that Socrates liked to come here often (Euthphr. 2a). Isocrates also mentions the
Lyceum as a place of learning (Panath. 18, 33). The average comedy tells the same
(Lynch 1972: 46). Aristotle probably used it for the same purpose, and his library
could not have been located there, since Aristotle did not own any part of the
Lyceum and it was a public place where he taught.

Plutarch records that Aemilius Paulus took the books back to Rome when
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he defeated King Perseus (179-168 BC), although the fact that the king had the
books does not necessarily indicate that he also had a royal library (Harris 1995:
57).

Itis also not clear that the private libraries of Rome had any special architectural
form, much less the “Greek library” form. The Library of the House of Menandros
(Fig. 2) is an excellent example of creating a representation of a private library
as we understand it from literary sources - a small room with bookshelves opens
onto a colonnade with exedes. Penelope Ellison argues that the shelves probably
only contained small ceramic lamps, glassware, and other trinkets that were
actually found in the room; In any case, it is likely that it was a storage room
rather than a library. The library of the house of Menandros was nothing like a
library, and nothing distinguished from the villas of wealthy landlords.

As for the claim that in “Greek libraries” (and Roman private libraries) books
were stored in the vault, and book-related activities (reading, discussion, etc.)
took place in the colonnade - we could not find any evidence to support it (cf.:
Dillon 2003).

Cicero, in De Finibus (3.7), d (3.7), describes his own visit to the Tusculan
villa of the young Lucullus to borrow some books from his library. There he met
Marcus Cato, who was sitting in the library, while many books were arranged
around him. In the work De Diuinatione (2.8) Cicero writes: After we had
walked a lot, we decided to sit in the library of the Lyceum (in the Tusculan villa,
not in Athens). Cicero writes to Gaius Trebatius how they sat in his library and
read books of interest to them, and then how they both became interested in
Aristotle’s work Topica: Cum enim mecum in Tusculano esses et in bibliotheca
separatim uterque nostrum ad suum studium libellos quos uellet euolueret,
incidisti in Aristotelis Topica quaedam, quae sunt ab illo pluribus libris explicata.
Qua inscriptione commotus continuo a me librorum eorum sententiam requististi.

Vitruvius also, in his advice on the arrangement of libraries within the house,
indicates that the book room was a place for the actual use (reading) of books,
rather than just their storage. He writes that the library should always face the
east so that the light reaches it well (cubicula et bybliothecae ad orientem spectare
debent; usus enim matutinum postulate lumen, 6.4.1). It is obvious that if the
presence of light was a necessary condition in the library, it would be possible to
read and write there. It is difficult to say how true Vitrivius’s information is, but
it is unlikely that he is inventing the idea of reading (Davies2003: 323-343).

In this way, we tried to show that the opinion related to the origin of ancient,
Greek and Roman libraries can be subject to some revision over time.
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