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The main feature of Aristophanes’ ‘Clouds’ is to deride serious philosophical issues.
Aristophanes tries to use certain ways through which he manages to make us consider
sophistic thinking as an absurd and create a comic effect. The main issue is that the
characters of the comedy do not have the complete education in philosophy that is quite
visible in their ‘argumentative’ conversations and the reader makes sure that a person is

very hilarious when speaking about the issues which he hasn’t realized properly.
Keywords: ancient comedy, Aristophanes, ‘Clouds’, philosophical, satire.

Aristophanes attributes to Socrates a lot of scientific ideas, which make us
laugh, however most of them were not unreal for Athenians. In fact, this was
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the period, when Athens was interested in scientific theories. However, a
century ago lonian philosophers started creating scientific theories, in Athens
these theories arouse interest in the fifth century B.C. This was the time when
Anaxagoras arrived in Athens. He came from Asia Minor. He had studied theories
of Ionian philosophers. He settled in Athens and became a friend of Pericles. He
created thorough scientific theories. For instance, he said that the sun, the moon
and the stars are stones but they shine because they are hot. He explained the
concept of a lot of disasters, such as earthquake, hurricane, thunderstorm, wind
etc. According to him thunder is caused by the collision of the clouds which is
due to a subtle breeze.

The main source of Aristophanes satirized scientific theories was Diogenes
from Apollonia. He created his ideas in the fifth century B.C. which was a mixture
of different thinkers’ thoughts, such as Anaximenes, Heraclitos, Anaxagoras,
Leucipos. The most famous opinion of Diogenes is to combine the air with the
thought. As we know, as we stop breathing, we stop living. However, Diogenes
thought: when we stop breathing, we stop thinking.

Theohprastos has almost the same idea. He said that a person thinks via fresh
and dry air as humidity hinders the process of thinking. That is why a person
thinks less while sleeping or when well-nourished or drunk. That is the reason
why a person is more intelligent than an animal, as animals are close to the
ground, which is more humid and they eat more moisturized food.

This opinion is very similar to the thought expressed in the ‘clouds’ by
Aristophanes in the lines 227-233, when Socrates is in the clouds, far away from
the ground. However, here the thoughts are not identical: Socrates thinks that
the humidity if thoughts are attracted by the earth. But Diogenes, according to
Theophrastos, considered the humidity of the ground as harmful for the mind.
Nevertheless, it is a fact that both of them are the versions of the same theory.

It is apparent that scientific doctrines of ‘the world of thoughts’ is not
Aristophanes’ comic invention. They include the theories, though in a wrong
way, which are attributed to Anaxagoras, Hipon or Diogenes.

When Strepsiades enters the world of thoughts, he has the feeling, like he
entered into the cave and as he starts getting education, his ignorance makes
Socrates irritated. The first lesson is Grammar and about the meter, which is
the introduction lesson of rhetoric. Afterwards, Socrates, like a psychiatrist, asks
Strepsiades to settle in the couch comfortably and think about the problems. But
his thoughts are absurd and inane. As it seems he can’t remember what he is
taught. Hence, Socrates is no longer eager to teach anything to him. Stepsiades
asks his son to go to Socrates and learn anything about sophistic wisdom. This
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time he manages to persuade him. Fidipes turned out to be a good student and
perceives Socrate’s teaching very well.

In the ‘Clouds’ Aristophanes pays attention to scientific subject, such as
Astronomy, Meteorology, Science, Natura Studies etc. He neglects the God and
creates a new religion, he is an expert in rhetoric, especially, in introducing weak
arguments in a confident way.

Socrates knew contemporary Athenian society very well and that’s why he
chose Socrates and his personality as a savvy, intelligent person and attributed
all thoughts to him. For Aristophanes it did not make any difference if all these
ideas were not by Socrates, but different philosophers. The character of Socrates
is generalized figure of a wise man (Hunter 2004:43-97). A lot of ideas are
created by Aristophanes himself, as he wanted the comedy to have the form of
‘philosophical document’ (Waterfield 2000:243).

In conclusion, as it has been demonstrated above, Aristophanes’ comedy
‘Clouds’ proposes a lot of philosophical ideas in a satirized form that make readers
laugh. In the process of presenting arguments in a solid way the main weapon for
the characters of Aristophanes’ comedies becomes sophistsic thinking. Though
inadequate education makes them hilarious. This creates comic effect and we
can say that satirizing philosophical ideas becomes coordinating feature for this
comedy.
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