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The information about Prometheus is organized in accordance with certain worldview
principles of Hesiod. Hesiod’s starting point is: Zeus is the supreme god, the guardian of
truth, and because of this, opposing him is a sin that deserves just punishment. In such
a situation, it is natural to expect that the myth of Prometheus will be presented by this
author as an illustrative example of his concept. How does Hesiod manage to do this?
There could have been two ways to realize the idea: 1. Reworking the myth itself; 2.

Leaving the myth objectively, and interpreting key passages in a unique way.
Keywords: myth, interpretation, Epic, Hesiod, Prometheus.

The identification of mythical patterns, the discovery of divine presence, of
underlying ritual structures in specific literary works and their comparison with
universal archetypes is one of the main interests of modern literary criticism. The
reasons and problems that accompany such critical processes, we believe, will
best be revealed through a number of cases in which myth is used as a means of
interpretation and expression. I will begin with the simplest type - when there
is a correlation between an aspect of the plot or character of the work and its
mythical prototype. I will try to clarify this on the example of the interpretation
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of the myth of Prometheus in the works of the Greek epic poet of the 8th-7th
centuries BC, Hesiod.

The myth of Prometheus is very old, and the figure of the Titan in this myth
is quite complex and multifaceted. His first mention in literary writing is found
in Hesiod’s poems “Theogony” and “Works and Days”. The myth of Prometheus
quite easily falls into the poet’s sphere of interest, primarily because the poet,
who created the genealogy of the gods and brought them into a single system,
could not ignore such an ancient deity as Prometheus. In addition, the myth of
Prometheus gave the poet a good opportunity for interpretation, expression of his
own worldview and philosophical deepening, and the myth of Prometheus, who
disobeyed Zeus and was severely punished for this disobedience, would have
served Hesiod well. The myth would have been a good confirmation of Zeus’
power and supremacy.

Hesiod’s attitude towards the character of Prometheus is largely determined
by the author’s own attitude towards Zeus. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify at
the very beginning the place of Zeus in Hesiod’s concept. The god of thunder is
for Hesiod a powerful, co-ruling deity who rules the world and protects truth. He
is the guardian of law, the most powerful immortal, the inspirer and commander
of all things. Accordingly, any confrontation with Zeus causes a negative reaction
for Hesiod.

Hesiod’s attitude towards the character of Prometheus is largely determined
by the author’s attitude towards Zeus himself. Therefore, it is necessary to
clarify the place of Zeus in Hesiod’s concept at the very beginning. He is the
guardian of law, the most powerful immortal, the inspirer and commander of all
things. Accordingly, any confrontation with Zeus causes a negative reaction for
Hesiod.

The lines depicting the so-called Prometheus episode occupy a rather
important place in Hesiod’s poems (“Theogony” - 507-616, “Works and Days” -
47-105). Today, there is no dispute in science that these parts of the text of the
poems belong to Hesiod. Only the lines related to Hercules cause controversy.
Some consider it a late interpolation because of the discrepancy between lines
523-533 or 516 of the Theogony: in 523-533 Hesiod speaks of the liberation of
Prometheus from Heracles, while in 616 he informs us that Prometheus is still
chained to the pole. Raizis sees no contradiction between these two passages.
Hesiod does not say that Heracles freed the Titan from his chains. He merely
killed the eagle and ended the torment inflicted on the tortured by this bird
of prey. The counterargument is given: what was the point of Heracles killing
the eagle if Prometheus remained unfreed? This is not a strong argument. Zeus
allowed Heracles to kill the evil predator because Zeus wanted to glorify his son.
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It would be unwise to explain away anyone’s sins with Zeus’s own words. Nor is
the text saying that the Supreme forgave Prometheus. He still has to be punished,
although in later versions Heracles completely slays the Titan.

The myth of Prometheus is complex according to Hesiod. It includes, or rather,
surrounds the myth of Pandora. It is followed by a second important set of myths.
This is the story of a human race, the connection of which with the myth of
Prometheus is not immediately apparent, but becomes clear if we turn to Eastern
sources.

Hesiod’s information, it seems, included everything in the “Theogony”, but
the poet does not convey the mythological information about Prometheus
chronologically. He first tells us about the outcome of the development of
events, and later informs us about the cause of this outcome. Information about
Prometheus is distributed over two poems so that one is not a simple continuation
of the other. The stories merge and complement each other.

Information about Prometheus is organized in accordance with certain
worldview principles of the author. Hesiod’s starting point is the proposition:
Zeus is the supreme god, the guardian of truth, and because of this, opposing him
is a sin that deserves just punishment. In such a situation, it is natural to expect
that the myth of Prometheus will be presented by this author as an illustrative
example of his concept. How does Hesiod manage to do this? There could have
been two ways to realize the idea: 1. Reworking the myth itself; 2. Leaving the
myth objectively, and interpreting the key passages in a unique way.

In our opinion, Hesiod could not ignore the fact that Prometheus was already
popular and a supporter of people in Hesiod’s time. In addition, the titan, who
managed to deceive Zeus himself several times, had to be portrayed by the poet
as a worthy enimy of the Supreme, otherwise, Hesiod himself would have made
the reader or listener doubt the omnipotence and supremacy of Zeus, and all the
epic poet’s attempts to justify Zeus and blame Prometheus would have ended in
failure

Therefore, logical contradictions arise from the fact that Hesiod left the myth
in its old form, but changed the structure of the relationship of functions. To do
this, he introduced into the traditional story some such corrections that create
this logical deadlock. All this is due to the fact that Hesiod is quite consciously
trying to express his point of view in the assessment of Prometheus, an opinion
that justifies Zeus at all stages of this conflict. All actions of Zeus are justified,
including the most severe punishment.

Finally, the myth of Prometheus, perhaps, provides two ways of evaluating the
actions of the titan - his help to people is either good or bad, due to his opposition
to Zeus.
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Hesiod quite clearly chooses the path of negatively evaluating his actions in
presenting the image of Prometheus. From the opposition of the negative and
positive potentially existing in the mythological image of Prometheus, Hesiod
unilaterally chooses only the negative. This is precisely the way of understanding
and interpreting the mythological image of Prometheus that the Greek epic
offered to world literature.
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