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In the 1st century, Marcus Fabius Quintilianus wrote “Institutio Oratoria”, in which
he tried to show the ideal model of a man who, in his opinion, should be both the best
orator and an honest man, or in Latin a vir bonus dicendi peritus. This work has become
an indispensable guide for many intellectuals throughout the centuries in different

countries. In this paper we will try to show its effects in different geographical areas.
Keywords: Quintilianus, Italy, France, England, Portugal, America.

In the 1st century, Marcus Fabius Quintilianus wrote “Institutio Oratoria” , in
which he tried to show the ideal model of a man who, in his opinion, should be
both the best orator and an honest man, or in Latin a vir bonus dicendi peritus.
This work has become an indispensable guide for many intellectuals throughout
the centuries in different countries. We will try to show its effects in different
geographical areas in this paper.

In Italy they liked Quintilianus’ “Institutio Oratoria” very much. In 1416,
the Florentine humanist Poggio Bracciolini discovered the complete text of this
work by Quintilian. This was a discovery of great importance, as the previous
manuscript was very damaged and many parts were missing. Francesco Petrarca,
Giovanni Boccaccio, Coluccio Salutati, Antonio Lochi, Pier Paolo Vergerio and
others were interested in this work of Quintilianus.

In Germanic Europe (Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland), like Italy,
there was great interest in the teachings of Quintilianus, especially during the
period of educational reforms (XV-XVI centuries), when they began to introduce
the “Institutio Oratoria” in universities and grammar schools, which were in the
Germanic states centers of classical culture study.

In England, in 1400-1800, Quintilianus enjoyed no less popularity among the
intellectuals of this period. Especially in the context of talking about education,
because, as in all of Europe, the only way for English students to approach classical
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culture was through education.

Quintilianus was especially popular in France in 1450-1850. The first thing
is that the scope of Quintilianus’ influence here is very wide and deep, but his
influence on grammar, poetry, rhetoric and education can be the subject of
special analysis.

In Portugal, Quintilianus made a great contribution to the formation and
development of rhetoric, literature, and education issues. A great debate begins
on these issues, and it is Quintilianus thoughts and his Institutio oratoria that are
acceptable to many Portuguese humanists. Quintilianus’ popularity here lasted
until the 17th century and was especially felt in the works of such thinkers as
Bento Pereira and Antonio de Macedo.

Soon, thanks to European intellectuals, Quintilianus’ name reached America
as well, when European educators tried to create an education based on European
humanism and Quintilianus’ ideas in America. In general, this type of education
relied heavily on classic authors. Here the views of Quintilianus spread quickly,
because this new education system was largely focused on the development of
the art of oratory. For this purpose, Quintilianus’ work would definitely play
a key role, especially since many missionary schools appeared at once. It was
these schools that became the main centers of access to classical literature for
Americans, and Quintilianus’ Institutio Oratoria - an outstanding guide for the
education of students.

And finally, the mostimportant thing - classical education on the new continent,
the authors of the ancient era, including Quintilianus, were as acceptable and
interesting in the 16th-19th centuries as in the old Europe.
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