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In the traditional sense, a character should be a participant in the story, perform an
action, express an attitude towards this or that object or event... This view has changed,
to some extent, by those characters who are only mentioned by others, but are connected
to any possible option of the development of the story. In the article, we will discuss
the secondary characters of the texts of ancient literature, who do not appear in the
development of the story, but have a certain, sometimes, even a key function. Moreover,
they do not play an episodic role, but even appear throughout the story. This “invisibility”

does not necessarily prevent their individualization.
Keywords: ancient literature, secondary invisible character.

Inancientliterature,therearemanyfamouscharacterswhosenamesareassociated
withmyths,expressions,idioms,conceptsand more,suchas: Achilles heel, Oedipus’
complex, beautiful Helen, mentoring conversations and many others.

While working on secondary characters, I discovered that in ancient literature
there are characters who neither have a name nor attract much attention, but, no
matter how surprising, they make quite interesting artistic faces.

In the traditional sense, a character must perform a certain function in the
text, must be a participant in the story, perform an action, express an attitude
towards objects, events, other characters. To some extent, this view is changed by
characters who are only mentioned by others, but are connected to any possible
options for the development of the story.

Similar characters appeared in a special abundance in ancient drama and artistic
prose (novel). In “Oedipus the King” by Sophocles, Oedipus in his dialogue with
Jocasta mentions a certain man (drunkard) who was drunk with wine, to whom
he said that Oedipus had been abandoned by the king. A drunkard, whose words
make Oedipus think and frighten even more, may the words of Tiresias not be
justified (Sophocl.Oid.1, 23-25).
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This drunkard, whose words cause the main character to panic, does not appear
in the text and we meet him only in the story of Oedipus. It is a kind of narrative
within a narrative, a character without the main characteristics of a character.

In general, secondary characters may be less characterized as having all
the traits that traditionally a story participant should be characterized by, but
this does not prevent them from being individualized. Moreover, a secondary
character, regardless of whether it appears in the text or not, can have an
interesting function (Carr 2014:3-15).

Hector is such a character in Sophocles’ tragedy “Aias”. He is dead during the
development of the story, although he still has some functions. Teucross says:
“Hector, with the girdle dedicated to Aias, tied firmly to the wheel of the chariot,
was martyred until his soul departed from his body. And Ayas died with a gift
dedicated to him, falling to death (Soph. Ayas. 1030-1035). A dead Hector can be
said to kill Aias.

In general, secondary characters in ancient comedy are different, and this
difference is often determined by the characteristics of the genre. Unlike tragedy,
comedy focused on a real context, a secular setting, an informal relationship with
the audience, and familiar speech, and always ended well” (Ratiani 2023: 438).

The peculiarity of the genre naturally has a certain influence on the faces of
the characters. The main functions of secondary characters in ancient comedy
are different from tragedy. This was expected and, we think, natural. The
development of the story here is different and different elements are used to tie
the knot.

We find invisible secondary characters in Aristophanes’ comedy “The Clouds”,
which can be said to be one of Aristophanes’ most popular comedies.

Strepsiades’ wife does not appear in the development of the action, she does not
take any part in the course of the story, although she forms a kind of background
for it. She does not appear as an actor. We meet her only in the words of her
husband. Strepsiades says: “May the matchmaker die, who married me to that
woman. I lived happily in the village and in the mud. I am a country man and I
have married a city wife, a lover of the good life.

Strepsiades blames his son for drowning in debts, and also makes an indirect
hint that if he had not taken a wife, he would have lived happily and had no
debts. The name of Strepsiades’ wife is not mentioned and she is a speechless
character. It is not even visible, but the main character considers him the reason
for his perverse life (Arit. Cloud. 1. 40-45).

We find a similar secondary character in Heliodorus’ novel “Ethiopica”. This
text is the most voluminous ancient novel. The text is quite diverse and multi-
layered. It refers to different areas and represents a certain unity of different
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types of morality. This circumstance makes the text particularly interesting and
very important for the history of the genre and its development.

As a conclusion, we can say that the secondary character, who does not appear
in the artistic text and does not participate in the development of the action, is
introduced to the reader from the characterization of other characters, from the
narration by someone else, which is a certain innovation in ancient writing.

Invisible secondary characters sometimes threaten the main characters, hinder
the couple and prevent them from being together, even when their efforts are
not at all visible in the text.

An invisible character may not be episodic, and throughout the action may be
a motive for one or another move of the main character, despite the fact that he
himself does nothing for it.

Almost all genres of ancient literature applied this artistic technique with
considerable success. The proof of this is even the fact that the same method
was so successfully adopted by the writers of later eras, and in modern literature,
invisible but often multi-functional secondary characters can be found in
abundance.
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