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Feminine and Masculine Faces

“Kvarkvare Tutaberi” by Polikarpe Kakabadze
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This article deals with the place of gender stereotypes in the socialization process.
A work of art can be considered as one of the tools of socialization, which creates and
establishes gender stereotypes. And then, feminine and masculine faces are formed
through symbolic-representational practices. This issue is presented and analyzed in the
article based on Polikarpe Kakabadze’s play “Kvarkvare Tutaberi”. How are the faces of
men and women depicted in the play, how each of them has distributed feminine and
masculine roles, how they neglect their duty and where the line between morality and

immorality passes in their behavior.
Keywords: gender, stereotypes, feminine and masculine roles.

A person will get to know gender stereotypes in the process of socialization.
A work of art can be considered as one of those tools of socialization that generates

and establishes gender stereotypes. Its symbolic-representational practices
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simultaneously produce and reflect the meanings through which ideological
subjects, including feminine and masculine ones, are formed.

In order to understand the issue more fully, it is necessary to review the
worldview essence of feminism and masculinism in general. According to
feminists, women should have economic, social, civil, political and cultural
rights. To achieve this goal, women had to go through a long, contradictory and
interesting path. On the one hand, they thought about their place in society and
the state, and on the other hand, they fought to change the cultural norms that
caused oppression.

Modern life has significantly changed views, destroyed old stereotypes and
equalized the role of a woman with a man. Modern social structure considers
women and men as equal members of society with equal rights, status and
responsibilities.

From the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, a
large place in the work of Georgian writers is devoted to the description of the
life and being of women, which was directly connected with the rise of feminism
in the world.

Polikarpe Kakabadze’s play “Kvarkvare Tutaberi” gives us a clear picture
of the role and place of women in revolutionary Georgia, in which we meet
interesting revolutionary characters - Gultamze and Sevasti. In the work, the
issue of interdependence between man and woman, their role and function in
society is well presented.

The purpose of our research is to show how the faces of men and women
are depicted in the play, how to each of them has been assigned feminine and
masculine roles, how they neglect their duties and where the line between
morality and immorality passes in their behavior.

According to the play, it becomes clear that all the characters, regardless
of their age, gender or social status, are characterized by the characteristics of
“Natsarkekia”. Therefore, the Bolsheviks are not particularly honest in public and
party struggles either. When the gendarmes attack the mill to arrest Sevasti, he
puts on a miller’s shirt and shamelessly watches how the innocent “ Natsarkekia
“ is arrested instead of him. For fear of suffocation, Sevast tolerates even how
“Utipari” Kvarkvare licks his lover. It is true that once Sevasti fought tirelessly:
“I prefer death to this humiliation”, but this is more a cry to preserve the illusory
dignity than the principled behavior of a self-respecting man. This is the moment

when saving one’s own skin is higher than honor and “party interests”. And in
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the finale of the play, arriving at the “set table”, he ambitiously declares: “You
have been good. This place is so messed up, I didn’t think you would find me
here alive.” As if his fear and cowardice were not the basis of Kvarkvare’s cruel
adventure.

When the case needs the miller’s “loner” daughter Gultamze also forgets
Bolshevik “principality” and entrusted to the feminine flair, she uses her charm
with the awareness of a whore. In particular, in the mill, where in order to save
her sweetheart, she caresses “Kvarkvare”, she agrees to everything and forces her
to follow the officers instead of Sevasti, although she knows very well that by this
action she will kill an innocent man. When researching feminine and masculine
issues regarding the mentioned characters, we logically come to one conclusion.
They are the firstborn of the existing reality, where feminine and masculine
values, views, moral principles are mixed together. They have lost the true face
of men and women. We see almost nothing else in their personalities except
ambition, crookedness and immorality. The classic face of a Georgian woman and
man, who was always distinguished by his individualism, has disappeared and is
nowhere to be seen. The revolution turned everything upside down. Morality
became an unnecessary burden for the characters of the work. In general, the
real secret of victory and success of such people lies in being unprincipled and
immoral, that’s why they have a corresponding philosophy of life: “I couldn’t
hear that, some men sink to the ground in shame, when a man eats the shame, if
you are good at it, then you should raise your head higher”.

When reading the play, masculine and feminine faces are only negatively
imprinted in the reader’s consciousness. First of all, we can say this about
“Kvarkvare”, the main character of the work, who played the role of a hero thanks
to a life incident. The existing objective conditions took out it to the surface of
life. In the play, the evolution of “Kvarkvare Tutaberi” from raking ashes to a
military commissar is developed so convincingly and regularly that the reader
cannot feel any discomfort, falsity.

“Kvarkvare” and the people gathered around him swim in the whirlpool of
immorality. This is the result of the fact that in a morally degraded society, human
sanctities are equally dusted and humiliated, and there is fatal arrogance, envy
and all kinds of human evil. Finally, we note once again that the feminine and
masculine faces, impressive characters depicted in the play are “distinguished” by
their peculiarities, behavior, character, but in this bivalence, it can be said that

the role of a woman occupies an almost central place due to her subjectivity and
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the outline of sexual contours. With this, the creator really breaks the patriarchal
discourse and creates an original way of expressing the identity of the feminine
face. But at least they have one thing in common. No matter how sad it is, in both
women and men, the beginnings that are coded in them and which it is a human
duty to grasp and fulfill are violated.

Finally, taking into account the social and cultural aspects, “Kvarkvare
Tutaberi” is really interesting material from the point of view of feminist
narratology and gender role definition. And since no one has studied the
playwright’s works in the Georgian scientific space in terms of gender criticism,
the letter is one of the first steps taken in this direction, and I think it will make a

small contribution to the new research of Polikarpe Kakabadze’s work.
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