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The media outlets of war-torn states offered metaphorical illustrations and photographs
to their audiences to understand the image of the enemy in different eras, thus influencing
public consciousness. Visualization of the enemy icon does not lose its relevance in our
time either. Our modern society is an eyewitness to military conflicts, especially since the
media creates the effect of presence through its verbal or visual means. Consequently, even
citizens of countries far from the center of the conflict are involved in the information
campaign and gain experience about the war through the media. The Georgian press and
society are no exception in this regard. The purpose of our article is to analyze the enemy
icon based on the digital photographs offered in the Georgian Internet media using the

semiotic method.
Keywords: denotation, connotation, syntagm, myth, marker.

French linguist Ferdinand de Saussure predicted the greatest significance
of the science of semiotics as a sign. He pointed out that one-day linguistics
would become just a part of the much larger and more comprehensive science
of sign systems in general. The name of this discipline also belongs to him. This
hypothesis has formed the basis of real scientific research in various fields. The
semiotic method was used for the study of texts in literature, video, choreography,
photography, etc. Proof of the universality of the semiotic method is the study
of new texts in the digital age. The following article aims to discuss and analyze
visual, particularly, photographic materials in the Georgian Internet media using
the semiotic method.

Most of the color photos used in the publications we reviewed (,imedinews.
ge“, ,Kviris palitra“, ,New post“, ,Report.Ge“). in general,internet media uses
more color photography to reflect reality. Black and white are mostly used for
metaphorical photos. Proof of the universality of the semiotic method is the study
of new texts in the digital age. The following article aims to analyze the creation
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of the enemy icon in the Georgian internet media, The following article aims
to analyze the semiotic method in the study of new texts in the digital age. The
following article aims to analyze the creation of the enemy icon in the Georgian
Internet media, the analysis of facial expressions, visual reflection, the discussion
of photographic materials by using the semiotic method.

»lmedinews.ge“ publishes an article on April 13/2021, entitled ,A competition
for illustrations on the subject of Russian occupation has been announced®, For
which it uses a photo of plaster with a red large caption - ,Russian occupation
from 1921 to the present day“. The imitation is created by the number 100.
In this form, the inscription is made on the wall with chalk or scratched. The
numbers one and two zeros mimic a wire mesh. There are three lines of barbed
wire on the background of the inscriptions. In the upper part, it is read in black
font-illustration contest. As the artist and theorist Kandinsky points out in his
Perceptio ,,Theory of Color”, each color and form, and the relation of a particular
color to a particular form, has its own emotional impact on the reader of a visual
text. In Kandinski s work, red is defined as an exciting tone, those coloring excites
the psyche. Analysis of the topographic design elements shows that the purpose
of the poster and the photo created on it is to capture information about the 100-
year occupation in the viewer’s consciousness. This picture contains information
about the difficulty, bleeding and pain of prolonged occupation. However red at
the same time evokes a desire for action in the viewer.

»Kviris palitra“ (July 13, 2015) published an article ,Occupation, Football and
Patriotism" uses a photo of Irina Andreeva as an illustration, the frame of which
is divided into two parts. The right side is colored, while the left side is dominated
by black. In the black-and-white part, the inscription ,No“ is written in large red
font. The colored part depicts a green field with spring flowers. The field is fresh,
but a little thinner, nor does the floral color palette match the traditional variety
of flowers in the Kartli fields. An imitation of the Georgian flag is displayed on
the field. The two spaces are separated by a barbed wire. The photo engages the
reader in an implicit debate. The colors and shapes denoted to the left of the
barbed wire con not the impossibility of the occupied territory, while the color is
a symbol of an independent country. Under the wire boundary, the girl lies face
down on the ground. Thus, its type is not identified. His hand is scratched and
blood is flowing from the wound. Pay attention to the individual marks, markers,
as Bart calls it. We are connoting that the dream of meeting Georgians living in
the occupied territories with Georgia will cost people a lot of pain. Common
civic desire is connoted in facial covering. In the relevant literature cited by us,
we read that ,art has long been an imitation of reality, but the time has come
when art uses new forms and colors to convey reality“. This principle was also
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used by photography. The new photo, especially the digital photo, fully shares
Kandinsky's method of reflecting reality and connotes the face of the enemy in
the photo by denoting colors and shapes. The face of the enemy is not visible and
he is implicitly felt in the results, his actions are expressed in the results. Hard-
to-reach border, thin grass, colorless flowers, fallen flag, scratched, and bloody
hands are associated with the very existence of the enemy. It is with these signs
that the photo marks the enemy.

Report.ge (March 22, 2021) announced the death of Data Vaneishvili (known
as Data Papa), who had become a symbol of the struggle against the occupation.
The online edition for News uses a photo of Nino Kodalashvili, on which cloves
in a wire are denoted. The discussion of signs here should be done according
to the tradition of a particular culture. In Georgia, the dead are honored with
cloves. This flower has become a symbol of demands for Georgian society. In
this way, the content of respect and remembrance is expressed. And the enemy
is symbolized with the barbed wire, as in previous photos. In the yard, which
forms the background of this clove, there are dried leaves. Kandinsky's view of
conveying reality in forms is relevant here as well, death, in this case, is shown
with the syntax of dried leaves, border, and cloves. Moreover, it is conveyed in
such a way that, as V. Kandinsky notes: ,all the organs of the human senses can
be shaken®.

Thus, the analysis of the materials published on Georgian online platforms
revealed that in visualizing the enemy icon in the post-war situation, the modern
media uses the method of the interrelation of forms and colors that have long
been established in painting and photosynthesis as a way of connotation. It’s like
placing words in a sentence.
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