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ABSTRACT

Mikheil Bilanishvili (1901-1934) was a prominent Georgian painter who became
part of the vibrant Parisian avant-garde milieu of the 1920s. Born in Kagizman, he
later relocated with his family to Tbilisi. After completing his education at the Tbilisi
Boys’ Gymnasium, he enrolled in the Academy of Arts, specializing in painting under
the guidance of Gigo Gabashvili. He subsequently continued his artistic education in
Paris at the school of the renowned French Cubist painter André Lhote. Bilanishvili is
recognized for introducing elements of Cubism, Expressionism, and Surrealism into
Georgian visual art.

Bilanashvili’s artistic oeuvre is characterized by remarkable diversity,
encompassing portraits, landscapes, and still lifes. His painting Georgran Woman is
distinguished by their emotional intensity, a contemplative mood, and harmonious
color palette. In his self-portraits, the artist’s inner state is expressed through energetic
brushstrokes and pronounced contrasts of light and shadow, giving the portrait both
volume and dynamism. In portraits such as that of Dr. Gambashvili, the geometric
fragmentation of forms reflects a Cubist-Expressionist manner. His still lifes follow
classical European traditions, while his Paris Landscape captures the dynamism,
lighting, and atmosphere of the city with remarkable clarity.

Mikheil Bilanishvili’s theoretical study titled 7he Principles of Art and
Niko Pirosmanishvili emphasizes the importance of composition and explores
the relationship between academicism and modernism, representing a significant
contribution to this discourse.

The hardships of émigré life and declining health led to the artist’s premature
death. His works are preserved in the Georgian National Museum of Fine Arts as well
as in various international collections.

Bilanishvili’s artistic legacy played a significant role in the development of
Georgian modernism through the integration of national motifs with contemporary
European artistic movements. His style is distinguished by innovative vision, technical
refinement, and genre diversity, which establish him as a prominent figure in Georgian
painting.

Keywords: Mikheil Bilanishvili, Georgian modernism, Cubism, Georgian émigré
artists.
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